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Regent sends cable to Sheikh Zayed 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince. Hassan, the Regent, Wednesday sent a good 
wishes cable to the president of the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahayan, on 
ihe occasion of the 32nd anniversary of the assump- 
tion of his constitutional powers. The Regent wished 
Sheikh Zayed continued good health and happiness 
and die people of the UAE further progress and pros- 
perity under his leadership. 



UuwaH j 


Press Foundation 


r 


One civilian killed in south 
Lebanon shelling 

TYRE (R) — One Lebanese civilian was killed and 
another wounded on Wednesday in shelling in south 
Lebanon, a security source said. He said the unidenti- 
fied civilian was killed in his car on a highway link- 
ing two villages 25 km south east of Tyre. The wound- 
ed man was a passenger in the same car. He said the 
highway came under shelling from an area under the 
control of the pro-Israel South Lebanon Army (SLA). 
The source gave no further details. The latest shelling 
brings to 16 the number of civilians killed in south 
Lebanon since the start of 1998. It also brings the 
number of wounded to 40. 
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Iraq freezes cooperation 
with UNSCOM inspectors 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein 
Wednesday froze cooperation 
with UN. weapons inspectors 
in protest against eight years 
of economic sanctions. 

He also demanded that a 
new body of weapons inspec- 
tors — based either in Gene- 
va or Vienna — be created 
under the supervision of a 
monitoring group, represent- 
ing the five permanent mem- 
bers of the UN. Security 
Council. 

A government statement 
said President Hussein has 
decided to “completely sus- 
pend cooperation’’ with the 
UN. Special Commission 
and the International Atomi c 
Energy Agency . 

It said UN. monitoring 
activities will, however, be 
allowed on the condition that 
UN. “personnel carry out the 
monitoring strictly respecting 
Iraq's sovereignty, security 
and its people's dignity." 

This means that UN. 
experts can no longer search 
suspected weapons site in 


Iraq or gam access to docu- 
ments. However, monitoring 
cameras and sensors installed 
in suspected weapons sites 
will remain in place. 

The United Nations Special 
Commission, or UNSCOM 
has been searching, monitor- 
ing and accounting for Iraq’s 
chemical and biological aims, 
nuclear programme and long 
range missiles since 1991 in a 
bid to eliminate these 


weapons of mass destruction. 

The sanctions were 
imposed after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, and have 
crippled the economy by ban- 
ning the free sale of oil, the 
country's economic lifeblood. 

The government statement, 
read out on national televi- 
sion, said President Hussein 
reached the decision after 
chairing a meeting of the 
Revolutionary Co mman d 


White House: Iraq’s 
decision is 'rhetoric’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The White House on Wednesday 
called Iraq’s decision to suspend oooperation with UN. weapons 
inspectors “political rhetoric” that Washington and it allies have 
seen before. 

“What we’ve heard today is politicai rfreoric,” spokesman PJ. 
Crowley told a news briefing. “Let’s wait and see once we bear 
the full report” from the top UN. weapons inspector, Richard 
Butler. “VSfe’ve seen this kind of petulance before.” 

Iraq has obstructed inspectors charged with accounting for its 
weapons of mass destruction since the end of the Gulf war before, 
Mr. Crowley said. 


Council, Iraq’s roost powerful 
decision-making body, and 
members of the ruling Baath 
Party. 

It said President Hussein 
laid down several conditions 
for restoring cooperation: 

— The UN. Security Coun- 
cil must re-establish 
UNSCOM. 

— A new executive bureau 
should be formed to direct the 
activities of the Special Com- 
mission and its staff. 

— The new bureau should 
include an equal number of 
members representing perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council: United States, Rus- 
sia, France, China and 
Britain. Its chairmanship 
should be held in rotation. 

— Iraq should be present in 
the new bureau as an observ- 
er. 

— The new Special Com- 
mission should move its 
headquarters from the UN. in 
New York to UN. premises 
either in Geneva or Vienna. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Mayor: 

People should 
abide by 
official street 
names 


AMMAN (ST.) — Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi has 
requested that the public abide 
by official names of streets and 
districts within the Amman area 
as provided by the Greater 
Amman Municipality. 

In a letter he sent to the 
Department of Press and Publi- 
cations, Dr. Abbadi said he was 
making the request based on an 
amendment to regulations No. 
55 of 1965 concerning fie nam- 
ing and numbering of streets 
anJ buMngs of the city of 
Amman and in accordance with 
Article 41 of die tranriripaHly’s 
law of 1955. 

He said the regulations pro- 
vided in that law read as fol- 
lows: 

“AD writers of official letters, 
publishers erf newspapers, peri- 
odk^aixi other printed mater- 
ial, as weffl as publishing houses 
and cart o graphers and others 
involved in the production of 
topographic, geographic or 
tourist publications and various 
employees and citizens should 
use the names as officially pro- 
vided by Amman Municipali- 
ty 


Arafat announces cabinet 
with no major changes 


RAMALLAH (R) — P&Jesrin- 
Lan President Yasser Arafat 
announced a kxtg-atoaited cabi- 
net reshuffle oo Wsdassday bat 
stunned legislators by keeping 
minister, they had wanted 
sacked for alleged coemption 

and mis managemen t. 

‘The old ministries will 
remain the same,” Mr Arafat 
sad before naming 10 addition- 
al ministas to an expended cab- 
inet amid calcaDs from members 
of the 88-seat legislative Coun- 
cil 

Mr Arafat accepted ihe resig- 
nation of bis 18-seat cabinet in 
Jme, when lawmakers agreed to 
bold off a no-confidence vote to 
giro him more time to appoint a 
new team after several months 
of pressure for change. 

Only one of the outgoing 
members. Education Munster 
Yasser Amr, was sacked. One 
changed jobs, force left their 
ministries but stayed in the cabi- 
net as ministeis of state without 
portfolio and foe rest kept their 
previous posts. 

No date was set for a council 
vote on foe reshuffle, but legjda- 
toc predicted endoreemertt. 

Misgivings about the reshuffle 
extended to within foe cabinet 

Hanan Asbrawi, whose port- 
folio switched to tourism from 
higher education, said internal 


changes hart been irmtiwal 
T believe when people called 
foe change they didn't ask for 
additions. They asked for 
change in the_ status quo. but 
what we see now is maintaining 
what existed [and] adding peo- 
ple to it” Ms. Ashrawi tdd 
Reuters. 

Abdul Jawad Saleh, who bad 
been agriculture minister and 
had wanted to leave ihe cabinet, 
shouted out in protest when Me 
Arafat iwnwi him as a. minister 
of state. 

Tm convinced that there’s no 
rah met and coemption hflram^ 
an institution in the Palestinian 
system,” he said. 

He called the appointment of 
10 more ministers from foe leg- 
islature “an attempt to buy foe 
Legislative CoanriL” 
Lawmakers, elected in 1996 
under peace accords with Israel 
foat established foe seif-rule 
Palestinian National Authority, 
have been pressing for change 
since 1997 when an official 
auditor's report and scafoing par- 
liamentary probe alleged foat 
.^nrfrrpnnn mfcmaPagemMtt and 
waste were rampaoL 
They have also shown impa- 
tience with foot dragging by Ml 
A rafat on budgetary reforms and 
foe enactment of council resolu- 
tions left imqgneri or unnupJe- 


menred byjfae executive branch. 

He has delayed approval of 
major legislation indudfflg a 
draft co nstit u tio n or basic tew 
which would limit the powes of 
foe self-rule authority, which 
covers parts of die West Bank 

and ChtT a. 

T think we failed the test of 
observing the principles of 
accountability and transparen- 
cy” independent lawmaker 25ad 
Abu Amr said after Mr Arafat’s 
speech an foe new cabinet. 

He said the cabinet was 
nonetheless Ekely to win a vote 
erf endorsement from the coun- 
cil, not least because so many 
lawmakers had posts as minis- 
ters. 

The changes announced by 
Ml Arafat include provisions for 
new ministries to cover areas 
such as padiamentary affairs, foe 
environment and Palestinians 
held prisoner in Israeli jails. 

One of foe new cabinet mem- 
bers, Parliamentary Affairs Min- 
ister NaWl Amt. defended the 
expanded executive as a reflec- 
tion of Mr Arafat's desire to sat- 
isfy various interests. 

“Considerations include 
regions, religion, political loyal- 
ty, competence and Legislative 
Council membership,” be said. 


Prince Hassan emphasises need 
for close cooperation between 
education, production sectors 


ZARQA (Petra) — IDs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
foe Regent, an Wxinesday 
emphasised the need for greater 
interaction and coordination 
between educational institutions 
on foe one hand and foe produc- 
tion sector on foe other, saying 
foe two sides should have a 
common language and build 
confidence among themselves 
in foe process of restructuring 
higher education. 

“Jordanian skills and talents 
do exist in this country but the 
question is bow to employ them 
in order to release their potential 
by conducting open dialogue 
towards consensus on unified 
policies," said Prince Hassan 
who was addressing a meeting 
at the Hashimiyefa University in 
Tap rp grou ping academifN and 
representatives of the industrial 
sector and firms which have 
acquired foe ISO certificate. 

‘The industries and institu- 
tions represented in this meeting 
have realised the need to 
improve their competitiveness 
in the age of globalisation and 
have made new achievements 
by acquiring the ISO certifi- 
cate," said ftince Hassan at a 
meeting attended by Minister of 
Educati on and Higher Educa- 
tion Mohammad Hamdan, Min- 
ister of Industry and Trade Hani 
Mulki and presidents erf Jordan- 
ian universities. 

‘This Jordanian achievement 
is a source of pride which we 
encourage because we need to 
focus our attention on the quali- 
ty of foe products so foat they 
can conform to international 
specifications and standards and 
achieve higher levels of compet- 
itiveness,'’ said Prince Hassan. 

Prince Hassan noted in the 
meeting, convened to discuss 
the role of scientific research 
and its relation to development, 
that Jordanian institutions which 
have acquired the ISO certifi- 
cate are 110 of which 84 are 
mringriai films and 26 are ser- 
vices and consultancy related. 

He said* ‘This achievement 

increases our optimism aod con- 
fidence in the future of our 
industry as we realise the steps 
which have to be taken to 
achieve higher productivity and 
development" 

The Regent noted that the 
number erf Jordanian institutions 
which have won ISO certifi- 
cates is relatively the highest in 
foe Arab Warid and the industri- 
al sector has acquired 76 per 
cent of foe total number of finns 
that have won the ISO certifi- 
cate. 

Calling for intensifying coop- 
eration between the universities 



Students and residents of the city of Zarqa receive His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan as he arrives at the Hasfahnfyeh University on Wednesday (Photo by Boghos) 


and production sectors. Prince 
Hassan said: “Our meeting here 
brings together companies and 
distinguished industries as well 
as our universities which have 
marie vast strides in education 
and training levels. This distin- 
guished achievement is bound 
to increase through further 
cooperation which will resuttin 
adapting education and scientif- 
ic research to market needs, with 
very beneficial results for our 
society and our development 
process.” 

Ranee Hassan referred to one 
of the research papers reviewed 
by the participants in the meet- 
ing. saying that it underlines the 
linkage between scientific 
research and higher studies on 
the one hand and the require- 
ments of development and foe 
increase in productivity on the 
other. 

He pointed to the presort 
weakness in the linkage 
between the two sides as reflect- 
ing negatively on the level of 
research in connection with pro- 
ductivity requirements. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
need for linking foe policy on 
science and technology with foe 
industrial policies as well as foe 
policy on development in 
human resources. To achieve 
this, he said, universities should 
build badges with the different 
institutions of production, eco- 
nomic aod social sectors and 
should explore foe needs so that 
scientific research can be of ser- 
vice to market’s needs. 

The Regent also calls for new 
concepts of reforms from the 
base to the top. 


Laying emphasis on account- 
ability and transparency as 
means for combating corrup- 
tion, Prince Hassan said: ‘The 
time has come for us to express 
our desire in minimis ing negli- 
gence in dispensing with public 
funds before talking about cor- 
ruption in an impractical and 
unrealistic manner.” 

Prince Hassan noted that 
some universities which cannot 
shoulder foe burden of establish- 
ing infrastructure for scientific 
research can continue to con- 
tribute to the development 
process through cooperation 
with trade unions. 

He referred to international 
agreements which Jordan has 
signed or is planning to sign like 
the association agreement with 
foe European Union and mem- 
bership to foe Wodd Trade 
Organisation, noting foat these 
agreements cany great potential 
in supporting Ionian's scientific 
research and in helping to pro- 
mote production inputs. 

Prince Hassan referred to tire 
Scientific Week which will be 
hdd next month, saying that foe 
event will offer foe institutions 
an opportunity to identify foe 
obstacles in foe development of 
industry by studying tire experi- 
ments of other nations like 
Japan. These institutions might 
active at practical recommenda- 
tions to develop the industrial 
seen: 

Referring to tire recent hon- 
ouring by Ms Majesty King 
Hussein of pioneers in industry. 
Prince Hassan said there is need 
to support the new generation of 
businessmen and industrialists. 


“We have to admit foat we 
have a new generation of cre- 
ative people capable of intro- 
ducing change aid are therefore 
worthy of support and apprecia- 
tion,” stressed Prince Hassan. 

Unde rlinin g foe pattidpaticn 
of universities and production 
sectors in the dialogue, he said 
such event is extremely impor- 
tant. expressing hope that the 
dialogue will continue in foe 
best interest of Jordan. 

Prince Hassan invited all insti- 
tutions of foe civic society to 
benefit from the open dialogue 
which wfll be hdd this month to 
deal with priorities in public 
spending, noting foal and new 
mec hanisms, panting out that 
all foe concernsd parties includ- 
ing foe government, Parliament, 
local institutions and different 
organisations will be taking part. 

Addressing the participants. 
Prince Hassan said: “Stretch out 
your hands with one another for 
cooperation because we have 
the will and capital for making 
foe required change aid for 
safeguarding our achievements 
to reach international levels. The 
time has come for us to prove 
Jordan's abOitv to compete with 
others.” 

The Regent attended part of 
foe three meetings which 
grouped participants who had 
taken part in foe seminars that 
tackled scientific research in 
Jordanian state universities. 
Prince Hassan later inspected 
foe universities, different sec- 
tions, visiting the laboratories 
and other utilities and talking to 
students. 
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Despite good intentions, observers say government failed its mandate 
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By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Pressure 
mounted this week for the 
resignation of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali’s gov- 
ernment as its own current 
“Maergate” scandal weighs 
heavily on a Cabinet already 
saddled with a string of fail- 
ures. 

From its . handling of the 
1997 elections which left foe 
Islamic Action Front, the 
mainstream opposition party, 
out of the political process, 
ihrough.to the current warer- 
pollution crisis, Dr. Majafi’s 
government has received a 
severe beating in public opin- 
ion. 

The deepening economic 
ensis, the faltering peace 
process and the “anti-democ- 
press law have com- 
bined with ftie charges of 
administrative" nepotism and 
BKTOptfon to expand the 
scope of resentment and frus- 
tration among people. 

His -Majesty King Hussein 


appointed Dr. Majali in 
March 1997 to oversee the 
country's fourth Parliamen- 
tary elections. The ballot was 
marred by the boycott of the 
infl uential IAF and 12 politi- 
cal parties, a move that 
helped produce a largely pli- 
ant parliament and increased 
tension with the opposition. 

When the King assigned 
the 72-year-old premier the 
job for the second term in 
five years, he asked him to 
give top priority to the 
domestic ills of the country 
— poverty, unemployment 
and a bloated bureaucracy. 

He him to continue 

economic reforms and pro- 
ceed with foe politically-sen- 
sitive privatisation pro- 
gramme delayed for years. 

In addition to a host of 
problems, Dr. Majali inherit- 
ed from his predecessors, 
politicians and pundits 
acknowledge that regional 
instability resulting from 
co ntinue d deadlock in the 
peace process and the United 
Nations embargo on Iraq 


have greatly harmed the 
economy, whose health has 
long been affected by region- 
al developments. 

Still, they fault the present 
government for failing to 
effectively deal with most of 
these challenges and prob- 
lems. 

“The Majali government 
came in with the task of hold- 
ing elections, continuing eco- 
nomic reforms including pri- 
vatisation and related laws, 
improving relations with foe 
Arab states and balancing 
relations with Israel," said 
one official- “But foe govern- 
ment failed to achieve its 
mandate on almost all 
fronts ” he conceded. 

The latest two crises — foe 
discrepancy in foe govern- 
ment's economic growth 
rates in June that reflected a 
fall in average living stan- 
dards and foe July 10 water 
pollution crisis — has 
sparked a chorus of calls for 
foe resignation of foe govern- 
ment from politicians from 
both sides i»l’ the political 


spectrum, columnists and 
ordinarv Jordanians. 

“Criticism is not only com- 
ing from the elite, but across 
foe board because it is clear 
this government has not 
made any tangible improve- 
ments in foe lives of ordinary 
people,” said Mustafa 
Hamarneh, director of foe 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
at foe University of Jordan. 
“There have been too many 
crises, whether of their own 
making or not. and the gov- 
ernment has not been able to 
effectively deal with the 
problems," he told the Jordan 
Times. 

“There is a perception that 
no one is running foie govern- 
ment and every time there is 
a crisis. King Hussein or 
Crown Prince Hassan has to 
interfere and this is not 
healthy.” 

This week, criticism of foe 
government peaked in foe 
press with attacks on foe 
Cabinet for mismanagement 
of the ongoing water crisis. 
The press went m* far a> to 


urge citizens to initiate legal 
action against possible offi- 
cial negligence. 

Professional and women’s 
associations yesterday took 
their own swipes at foe gov- 
ernment, urging Parliament 
to hold it accountable for its 
actions. 

The water ministry remains 
vague on foe source of the 
foul-smelling and murky 
domestic water supplies that 
created a nation wide scare. 

The water situation only 
added to the tension that has 
been building for months. 

Frustration over foe state of 
foe “depressed” economy 
and the government’s deal- 
ings with Israel despite dead- 
locked peace talks and grow- 
ing popular anti-Israeli senti- 
ments doubtless played a part 
in increasing calls for a gov- 
ernment change. 

With the economy growing 
so slowly — °0.8 % in 1996 
instead of the estimated 5.2% 
and 2.7% instead of 5% in 
1997 — and the budget 
deficit oil the riv.*. the gov- 


ernment has its hands tied, 
economists and analysts say. 

They say extra spending 
may undo years of diffi cult 
economic reform. The United 
Nations — imposed embargo 
on Iraq shows no sign of end- 
ing; and Israel appears 
unwilling to facilitate greater 
access for Jordan to lucrative 
markets in foe West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

But foe economists say the 
government has foe power to 
do more. The lack of move- 
ment on administrative 
reform has only scared away 
private investment 

“This government came to 
power with bold ideas, but it 
lacked bold action," said_an 
independent politician. “At 
foe end of the day, a govern- 
ment is judged by its achieve- 
ments and not its intentions.” 

And according to officials, 
economists, and politicians 
who spoke to foe Jordan 
Tunes, foe government's 
achievements are limited and 
the country’s woes cannot all 
be blamed on om>ide forces. 


By sending mixed signals 
to potential investors, diplo- 
mats and bankers say foe 
government is making a 
“mess” of its controversial 
privatisation scheme — one 
of foe last big items in the 
reform programme. 

Parliament has endorsed 
important economic liberali- 
sation laws dealing with elec- 
tricity, customs and indus- 
tries, but it has to approve 
other vital legislation such as 
foe patent law and a partner- 
ship association with the 
European Union. 

Several economists say 
they are waiting to see bow 
foe dust, stirred by contradic- 
tory statements made over 
foe planned sale of 40% of 
foe telecommunications com- 
pany to a strategic partner, 
will settle. 

The government on 
Wednesday indicated it 
would go ahead with the sale 
of JTC despite suggestions 
by foe company's chairman 
of the hoard not to do so. 

"The JTC «ile lia* been 


marred by foe government's 
waffling,” said one econo- 
mist. "This has affected our 
credibility and investor 
image.” 

On the foreign policy front, 
relations with Arab countries 
have not changed a great deal 
since foe tenure of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. Even with Iraq and 
Syria, with which Mr. Kabar- 
iti had an acrimonious rela- 
tionship, Amman's ties with 
Ba ghdad and Damascus 
remain foe same. 

Looking at political free- 
doms, the government has 
taken a beating from the local 
press and international 
groups over a restrictive draft 
press law, now being debated 
in foe House. 

International human rights 
groups have been vocal about 
what they see as a deteriora- 
tion in democratic reforms 
launched after price riots 10 
years ago. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Iranian group to visit 
Shiite shrines in Iraq 


TEHRAN (R) — The first 
official group of Iranian pil- 
grims in more than 1 8 years 
will set out for holy Shiire 
Muslim shrines in Iraq on 
Aug. 15, Tehran Radio 
reported on Wednesday. 

Quoting the governor of 
the western province of 
Kermanshah, it said the 
first pilgrims, who are rela- 
tives of Iranian soldiers 
killed in the 1980-88 Iran- 
Iraq war, would visit the 
holy cities of Karbala, 
Najaf and Kazemein. 

Shiites, who make up the 
overwhelming majority of 
Iran's 60 million people. 


regard the shrines in Kar- 
bala and Najaf in southern 
Iraq as second only to 
Islam's holiest sites Mecca 
and Medina in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Iranians have been barred 
ftom the holy sites since the 
brutal eight-year Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Travel companies of both 
sides will take 3.000 visi- 
tors to Iraq every week 
through the border town of 
Khosravi. the radio said. 

Iranian pilgrims will stay 
two days in Najaf, two days 
in Karbala and one day in 
Kazemein. the governor 


was qouted as saying. 

Iraq and Iran have recent- 
ly held a series of talks to 
improve ties. Nearly 6.000 
prisoners of war from both 
countries were freed and 
repatriated in April in the 
biggest PoW swap since 
1990. 

Iraq has been preparing 
for the resumption of visits 
by building new roads and 
hotels in the Munthriya 
checkpoint between the two 
countries. 


Iraq asks Egypt, Arab League 
to help end sanctions 


CAIRO (R) — Iraq told the 
Arab League and Egypt's 
Foreign Ministry on 
Wednesday it had lost 
patience with the Uniied 
Nations arms inspection 
commission and wanted 
their help in lifting sanc- 
tions, league sources said. 

They said Iraq made the 
comments in two messages 
explaining the sudden 


departure from Baghdad of 
United Nations Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
Chairman Richard Butler, 
who on Tuesday cut short 
his visit after disarmament 
talks became stalemated. 

The messages said Iraq 
had lost patience with 
UNSCOM and asked the 
league and Cairo to call on 
the U.N. Security Council 


and the international com- 
munity to lift sanctions 
imposed after Baghdad's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The notes said all reports 
by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency showed that 
Iraq had met the demands of 
U.N. Resolution 687 several 
years ago and was now free 
of proscribed weapons, the 
leacue sources said. 


No end in sight to Turkish 
strike at U.S. military facilities 


ANKARA (AP) — A strike 
by some 1.400 Turkish 
employees working for U.S. 
military facilities entered its 
14th day Wednesday with 
organisers vowing to fight 
on. 

The strike has disrupted 
life at bases in Ankara. Izmir 
as well as at Inciriik air base, 
near the southern city of 
Adana, home to 2.000 ser- 
vice 'members and centre for 
a major air operation over 
Iraq. The action has shut 
down the commissary, gas 
station, dining halls and 
other facilities. 

“We are determined to 
keep up our struggle until 
the end." said Ibrahim Yal- 
cin. deputy head of Harb-Is, 
the Union of Defence Indus- 
try and Allied Workers that 
organised the strike. 

“Whichever side has the 
superior power to resist, will 
win." The strikers are 
demanding better pay and 
fringe bcnefiLs. 

Mr. Yalcin accused the 
l .S. Air Force of breaking 
Turkish laws by getting ser- 
vicemen to take on duties 
normally done by the strik- 
er*.. including repair work 
•»nj garbage collecting. 


"The strikers have been 
hying to stop them and that 
has been the main cause of 
tensions.” he said. 

The sides are awaiting a 
judge's ruling to settle a dis- 
pute over which facilities 
can operate, said CapL Max 
Torrens, spokeswoman for 

the base. 

An airman and a striker 
were briefly detained in the 
first week of thd" strike alter 
altercations over the use of a 
facility'. They were released 
when a prosecutor said the 
case was not worth pursuing. 

The air base was forced to 
lift a travel restriction to 
Inciriik village and Adana to 
allow service members to re- 
supply off-base after the shut 
down of all shopping and 
feeding facilities. 

Last Saturday a U.S. air- 
man. Robert Rodriguez, was 
assaulted in the parking lot 
of a supermarket in Adana 
According to his account 
reported by the base spokes- 
woman. he was attacked 
from behind, thrown to the 
ground, kicked and punched 
by at least four persons 
while unlocking his vehicle. 

His wife, three -year- old 
daughter and a friend were 


with him. said Mr. Torrens. 

The assailants ran away 
when crowds began to form 
outside the supermarket. Mr. 
Rodriguez sustained non-life 
threatening injuries. 

Police said they did not 
know the motive. The labour 
union said the attack had 
nothing to do with the Strik- 
ers. 

Inciriik. some JO kilome- 
tres northeast of Adana, is 
home to “Operation North- 
ern Watch.” which patrols 
the no-fly zone north of the 
36th parallel in northern 
Iraq. More titan 45 U.S. and 
British planes monitor Iraq’s 
treatment of the Kurds in the 
zone. 

The strikers are demand- 
ing that salaries be raised 
every three months in line 
with inflation, now running 
around 70 per cent, as well 
as compensation for earlier 
pay cuts. Mr. Yalcin said. 

He said the workers have 
been offered a one -tune pay- 
ment of S300. a 37 per cent 
increase in the first year fol- 
lowed by three monthly 
increase* m Sine with infla- 
tion the second vear. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


British Airways plans direct Tehran flights 


TEHRAN (R) — British Airways said on Wednesday it 
would start direct flights between London Heathrow and 
Tehran on Sunday. “British Airways recognises the growing 
importance of Iran as a business and holiday destination,” 
Bob Chaplin, the airline's manager in Iran, said in a state- 
ment. The three weekly Tehran-bound services, to be operat- 
ed by Boeing 777 aircraft will replace flights to Iran by the 
British carrier which currently stop over in Baku, Azerbaijan, 
for a crew change. The move to direct flights follows upgrad- 
ing of fire, security and other facilities in Tehran's Azadi 
hotel, where crew members will stay while in the Iranian 
capital. The British flag-carrier will be the first international 
airline in recent years to change their whole crew in Tehran. 
Several European airlines currently operate flights from 
Tehran. 


Police investigate bishop 
in case of missing $1.5 million 


NICOSIA (AP) — Police are investigating a bishop of the 
Cyprus Orthodox Church in connection with an alleged 
scam involving SI -3 million, the attorney-general said 
Wednesday. Attorney-General Alec os Maritides said tile 
probe had been prompted by a complaint from three Por- 
tuguese businessmen who said they had transferred the 
money to Bishop Chrysanthos of Limassol for investment in 
bonds and shares. The money had apparently disappeared. 
The bishop has already been mentioned in connection with a 
fraud case involving foreign exchange worth $3.7 million 
which is being investigated by Scotland Yard, the London 
police's detective department, and Cypriot police. On Tues- 
day the Holy Synod of the Cyprus Orthodox Church 
announced that it would also investigate the bishop's various 
business deals. The synod, the church’s supreme body, criti- 
cised the bishop for getting involved in financial commit- 
ments and business deals without its approval. 


Blackout strikes 900 travellers 
at Cairo airport 


CAIRO (AFPj — A power cut struck Cairo international air- 
port early Wednesday grounding 900 travellers and prompt- 
ing security officials to seal doors to the arrivals hall. The 
lights went out as travellers from Khartoum. Madrid. Lon- 
don, Sanaa and Tunis packed the arrivals hall, the spokesman 
said. Airport officials said the main power cable feeding the 
airport broke down and that generators which normally go on 
automatically failed to operate. 


Egypt tourist influx in 
May down by 241,000 


CAIRO (R) — Hie number of tourists visiting Egypt in May 
was 241.000. compared to 33 1.000 who came to the country 
in May. 1997. central bank figures showed on Wednesday. 
The tourist influx also fell compared to April this year when 
the number was 297.000, the figures showed. It was the first 
time since January that the number of tourists has fallen. 
Tourism dropped off after the November. 1997 attack by 
Islanusts in Luxor in which 58 foreign tourists were killed 
but then the number Of visitors started to rise. Revenues from 
the sector arc an important source of foreign income for 
Egypt. 


Floods in Iran leave 41 people 
dead and 33 missing 


TEHRAN (AP) — Flash floods have killed at least 41 peo- 
ple in Iran this week, the official Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported Wednesday. Another 33 people arc missing. 
Following heavy rains, the floods washed through the town 
of MasouJeh in the northern province of Gilan, destroying 
bridges and houses and killing livestock. Twenty-nine people 
drowned, 30 went missing and 18 were injured, the agency 
said. In the north-western province of Ardebil province, five 
people drowned and three disappeared in floods that devas- 
tated farms, homes and roads. Four people were killed and 
four injured in West Azerbaijan province, while in East Azer- 
baijan one person drowned in the floods, the agency said. 
The floods also hit l Q villages in the northern province of 
Mazandaran. damaging 1 20 houses, schools and dinks. Two 
peuple drowned in the western province ot Hamcdan. The 
agency repined that rescue operations were under way in the 
stricken areas. 





Palestinian President Yasser Arafat gestures during a Legislative Council meeting at 
which he announced a long-awaited cabinet reshuffle Wednesday. The ministries 
will remain the same/ Arafat said before naming 10 additional ministers to expand 
a cabinet amid catcalls from members of the 88-seat Legislative Council (Reuters 
photo) 


Egyptian lawyers launch legal 
proceedings against pro-peace group 


CAIRO (AFP) — Anti- 
Israeli Egyptian lawyers 
have filed a lawsuit against 
Social Affairs Minister 
Mervat AJ Tellawi for 
allowing the creation of a 
pro-peace group, court offi- 
cials said on Wednesday. 

A Cairo emergency court 
said it will convene on Sep- 
tember 7 to examine the 
lawsuit filed on Monday 
which also calls for the dis- 
solution of the Cairo Peace 
Society, the official said. 


The lawyers, known for 
their anti-Israeli stances, 
argue that the creation of 
the peace group violates a 
1964 law which bans the 
foundation of non-govern- 
mental organisations that 
deal with politics. 

“This organisation calls 
for normalisation with the 
enemy Israel, an issue 
which threatens social sta- 
bility and could undermine 
security” the lawyers said 
in their lawsuit. 


The Cairo Peace Society 
was founded in April and 
held a key meeting here in 
June along with representa- 
tives of its sister organisa- 
tion. Israel's Peace Now 
movement. 

The group’s goal is to 
work for genuine peace in 
the Middle East. 

Egypt was the first Arab 
country to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979. 
Jordan followed suit in 
1994. 


Arab League says Sudan 
should remain united 


CAIRO (AP) — The Arab 
League welcomed on 
Wednesday peace talks 
between the Sudanese 
government and southern 
rebels but stressed that 
Africa’s biggest nation 
should remain united in 
any settlement. 

On Wednesday, repre- 
sentatives of the Sudanese 
government and rebels 
held u second day in a new- 
round of peace talks in 
Ethiopia. The talks con- 
centrated on the bound- 
aries of southern Sudan 
and the role of the Islam in 
that region. 

In May, the government 
and the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army tSPLAj 
agreed in principle 10 hold 
an internationally super- 
vised referendum on pos- 


sible independence for 
southern Sudan — but 
they did not agree on the 
territory involved. 

“The secretariat-general 
of the Arab League 
expresses its hope that this 
round leads to achieving 
peace and ending the war 
in southern Sudan." said 
the statement by the 22- 
member Arab League. 

But the statement added 
that the league “recon- 
firms its fixed stance 
based on preserving the 
unity of Sudan's peoples 
and territories." The SPLA 
has been fighting various 
governments since 1983 
tor greater autonomy for 
the south, which is Lhe 
largely African. Christian 
and animist. from the 
Islamic and Arab north. 


More than 1.5 million 
people have died in the 
fighting and resulting 
famines. 

The Cairo-based Arab 
League also urged "all 
sides to respond to the 
international community's 
call for a ceasefire to 
enable humanitarian 
relief' to meet the latest 
threat of famine in south- 
ern Sudan. 

On Monday, the govern- 
ment announced a cease- 
fire to allow food aid to 
get to some 1.5 million 
people facing starvation. 

The U.N. World Food 
Programme hopes to raise 
its monthly food drops to 
southern Sudan from 
9.500 tonnes to 15,000 
tons in the largest current 
aid operation in the world. 
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DEPARTURES 


! Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon — Animated 

Hem O, ivies 

15:30 ..Gr«v*: — The Annua) Pari 
16:00 .ftv — L'Ecute da Enfants 
16-JO Dnc. — Blue Waicr 


22i30 — Mini- vines — When 
Love Kills iPi 11 of Hi 
23:59 .. End of T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


Dreaming 

17:00 

18:15 

NBA 

04:22 

05:49 

12:41 

Fajr 

...fSunnsc) Duha 
fWnihr 

19:00 


16:22 


19:15 Science 

Magazine — 

19:34.... 

Maghreb 

fL’ocut Dc Colamb) 

21KJ1 — 

T.4u 


The I'niale Catholic Church 
Tel. 

The English-Language 

CatbnCc Parish TeL 4M4190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

KQ2679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4/05052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL ” 1 5 A I 
The .Armenian Orthodox 
Church Td. ”52*1 


Dead Seas 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


..4? 


19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 ..Cometh —Family Masters 

20:00 The Great Romances 

20^30 Drama — Dr. Qu'mn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 Oprah Winfrey 

22:00 News 'm English 

22J0 Feature film — "The 
Night Before” 

24:00 Comedy — Can't Hurn 
Love 

00--30 £ndof TJi. 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 


Friday Programmes 
15:10 Cartoon — The .Adventures 
of Tixkb Ruspm 

15:30 . — „ Jlhe Borrower. 

1 16:00 Feature film — "Fur Over 
I England" 

: 18:15 French quiz show - Lcs 
Ckvi de Fivt Bovard 


I JffcOO ~Lc Journal 

1 19: 1 5 .French programme — 
j Alio La Terre 

! 19 .News Headlines 

j 19:35 ...Comedy — The Fresh 
! Prince of Bel-Air 
\ 20:00 ...Life on the Digital Edge 
|20t30 Understanding Computing 

21:10 Babylon-5 

22.-00 _uVews m English 


SL Man of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Td. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

5l Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

SL Afnem Syrian Orthodox 
OrorchTcl. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel.S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS4A1 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in AimnanTel.Sll 295 
Church of Jesus Christ nf Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St, John tire Baptist at De la 
Salk College TeL 566 1 7.S7 
Church of the AnnuiKxatioc 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
46461 3S 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 


sur?l:ed fa ‘Jv Drpan- 
nvn: r* Sfncrrr.fap, 

H««t weather condsttics* will 

per.:--.; • 1 \er the weekend with 
winds northwester!* moderate 
In Aqaba. w:ii be boL wind*, 
norther!} moderate, and sea* 
calm. 


NIGHT DITY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa 

474J6SS 

Dn bam Asmar . 

De Yousef Naser 4751144 

De Vidal As'ad 

Firas pharmacy 566|«J2 

Ferdovrs pharmacy 77x33? • 

A! Vscma pharmacy 
VaimoMi pharmacy 
.VI Salam pharmacy . 

Yacnob pharmacy .. . 
Sbmeisani pharmacy 


plaints 47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Oversea* Calls PI0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

A Sdali Tel. Repairs... ...5661 101 

Jordan Television - 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jonlan 47741 1 1 

Water Awhunty ...........56X0100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Cn 4636381 

RJ Flight lni6flnaluffl-44-5320n 
Queen Alia Iml Airport .44-5321X1 


fhn Sina Hospital (0919X6732 

A! Hikma Modern Hospital 
jwfmmi} 

IRBID: 

Princess Biismu Hnspiul 

012)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

*021272275 

Ibn Al Nafcrs Hospital 

(02)247 If W 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


,R:55 Doha (RJ) 

_ Athens >RJ) 

19:30 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19:45 Abu Dhabi. Al ’Aits (RJ> 
2>,;55 Lam.tcjlRJi 


Other Flights 

08:55 DuKiuEKj 

** :0 ° Kiiw.m .KC* 

13:00 Riyadh tSV i 

14:10 Muscat. Abu Dhabi *GR 


.4637055 

.462.3672 

4616730 

4644945 

.4037660 


HOSPITALS 


Amman . ... 
Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan \aHr» 


. 23/35 

.27/41 
.22/JO 
.27/4 J 


Najib pharmacy 
IRBID: 

Dr. AS Shoqairi .... 
Al Qnds pharmacy 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Salfiti . 
Khafifeh pharmacy 


5347632 


r l«l«# 

i — I 


.914144 

OK5417 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s h:eh temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 41 
Hum:dit> readings Amman 
27 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 


Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
fotlowirc areas: 


Ajloun 29 

Jerash 3b 

l : m Qays 34 

Madafra — 33 

Petra - 3b 


ExhJ Control Centre 4637 1 ! I 

Cr.-J Ltfotr Dcrurtmcnt -5061 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue....- - 463034 j 

Civil Defence Erccrgcncv. ..jyy 
Rente Hike 192,4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade..- J6I7I01 

Blood BarJ — 4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Prises 4S%390 

Public Security Dept. . 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

Wbrr A Sreqgr Cm^are. _4ft/74h7 
Amman Municipality Com- 


AMMAS: 

The Arab Centre fnr Heart and Spe- 
cial Stages} 1 5921 199 

The Islam*; Ahfli -2V66I3I/7 

Hussein Muicat Centre Td. 

5856R56 

luainb 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 46442X1 ft 

AJulch Maternity. ,4<j4244|/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 4641362 
Malhas. J Amman. ... 4636140 
Pale srine. Shmeisani . . 56071171 

Shmcisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Moashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. AWali iMvllM/fi 

kalian, Al-.Muha.trKn ....4777101/3 

Ai-Bashir. 4775111/26 

Army, Marita 4S9161 I/I 5 

Queen Alia Hospital <60224tV50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09 >983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
- -...(09)900560 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is .supplied by 
Royal Jordanian iRJ) informa- 
tion department at (lie Queen 
Alia International Airport Td 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other lliglits arc 
supplied on phone 44 (527001 ot 
44(53250). 
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15:40 

19:00 

20:25 

21:00 
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23:20 

2305 

00315 

01:15 

fM:20 
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Doha JQRi 

Paris tAFi 
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Cum (MS) 

London iR.At 
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ImjmM tTKi 

— Umaci 1CY1 

Moscow iSt’i 

AmslenJam. Beirut <KLt 
Tunis iTL’» 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FfigWs 

06:45 Beirut HU) | 

11:35 Abu Dhabi. Al’Ain lRJ»‘ 
12:15 „....Tuni,s. Casablanca (RJl : 
12:20 Amsterdam. Chicago 1W1 , 

12:45 — Kuwait iRIri 

13K» DcbalWt 

13:10 ParislRII , 

I3:I5.AmstKdam. New York fiUi ; 

13:20 Athens iRJ» 

13:25 .London <RJj| 

20^35 _lamaca <RI( 1 

21riW Madrid (RT> ; 

21:25 Jeddah (RJL 


21:25 Cairo iRfl 

22riM) ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ). 
00 JO Kmh Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) : 


05:20 Amali.i 1TK1 


ARRIVALS 


Rpyftl Jordanian (RJ) Flijjht'- 

08d)5 Sanaa (RJ) 

Ws4S .New Delhi IRJ) 

lOrtlO Bswibay(RJ) 

I0ri)5 Dbohrtm. Riyadh (RJl 

10:20 ..Bahrain fRJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

11H» Colombo (RJ) 

15:55 New VuiL Amsuadam (RTi 

I7-J0 Jjmdon fRJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ) 


Royal Whvgs (RW» 

(Fnr Thursday and Friday) 
10:20 Aqoha t jrrivmg at Q,\]A 
and proceeding to Mari,a Air- 
purtHRW) 

I8riW Aqaba f arriving at Mjrka 
Airport on Thursday and Fridavt 
tUW) 

20:20 Td Aviv t arriving 

ol QAIA on Fndav only l 
tRWt 

22JS Td Aviv 


Other Flights 

Jsianbul (TK) 

07:50 Frankfort <LH> 

08:20 London (BA). 

09^5 JDubaifHKii 

Il!fc55 Damascus. Dubai (RJ* , 

12:00 Kuwait (KID 

14-JO — jyyatlh(SV): 

ISriJO Abu Dhabi (Gf*' 

16:00 ...Annahah. Alders fAH) : 

16:30 Dohj(QR»! 

21:10 TclAvh-ftVr 

22^JO Cairo IMS'* 1 

23^5 „Bdrm(MEi- 

01 JO Moscow (SU)‘ 

°*:1 5 Amsteniaro (KLi 

05:20 Beirut. Tunis (TL ; 1 1 
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Home News 


Bar association 
considers legal action 
over water scandal 
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By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Bar Association (JBA) on 
Wednesday joined a 
handful of civic institu- 
tio'QS'considering plans to 
sue the government in 
connection with the water 
pollution crisis that has 
scared the nation. 

“We are studying the 
issue of filing a law suit 
against the government,” 
said a JBA official who 
requested anonymity. 
“We believe that anyone 
who was affected by the 
crisis, including individu- 
alsand associations, can 
sue,” he added. 

The Consumer Protec- 
tion Society (CPS) and 
several women organisa- 
tions have asked the JBA 
to examine the possibili- 
ties of suing the govern- 
ment over the water prob- 
lem, while columnists in 
local dailies have been 
urging citizens to initiate 
legal action and to inves- 
tigate possible official 
negligence. 

The government, after 
making contradictory 
statements, last week 
blamed the crisis on 
human error at the Zai 
Water Treatment Plant 
(ZWTP), the main source 
of water supply to 
Amman. 

Officials have said 


water is not contaminated 
but did not spell out the 
source of murky and foul- 
smelling domestic water 
supplies that was pumped 
into many citizens homes 
— especially those in 
west Amman — begin- 
ning July 10. 

The scare was further 
compounded by two 
reports prepared by a 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment committee and 
U.S.-based Stanley Con- 
sultants that said water 
treated at ZWTP con- 
tained algae, shitrd. 

The CPS specifically 
wants to try the ministers 
of water and health for 
creating a nationwide 
scare. 

However, some lawyers 
said the CPS, as a Don- 
governmental organisa- 
tion, may not have the 
authority to sue the gov- 
ernment. Instead, they 
prefer that Amman resi- 
dents themselves take 
action individually. 

Others fear that those 
responsible will never be 
tried. 

Meanwile, an indepen- 
dent commission has 
been appointed by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Tuesday to 
investigate the water cri- 
sis. 


What’s Going On 


Jerash Festival 

Thursday and Friday 

• Concert by Abdul Majeed Abdullah of Saudi Arabia at 
die South Theatre at 8:30 prnjThere wfll be another perfer-. 
rmax on Saturday Aug. 8 at 8:30 pm.). 

♦.^Concert by dje Mavjal Group (Al.Bait ppqrepa) .of . 
Palestine at the Ncalh Theatre at 8:30 prn. 

. • Jordanian play ‘Taqaseem A1 Aribar” at Artimes The- 
atre ar 830 pm. 

.* Performance by Shenzhen Children’s Art Ensemble of 

China at the Sound and Light Theatre at 8:30 pm 

• Performances by die Jordan Armed Faces Orchestra 
(630 pm.), Jordan's Hannounah Group (7:00 pm.), Mladost 
Folklore Group of Slovakia (8:00 pm.), tbe Iraqi National 
Group (9:00 pm.), Sakumoh Group of Zimbabwe (10:00 
pm.), and UX Five-Star Circus (11:00 pm.) at the Forum. 

Lecture 

• ‘HuiDeima 1998 ,, byDr. JohnOleson at the American 
Garter of Oriental Research (ACOR), near the University of 
Jordan on Friday Aug. 7 at 7:00 pm. (Tel. 534-6117). 

Film 

• ‘The Great Outdoors” at the American Crater, 
Abdoun, on Thursday Aug 7 at 5:00 pm. 

ExemmoNS 

• Photo exhibition on India at tbe Royal Cultural Crane, 
until Aug 6. 

• ‘‘Exhibition of Arab Sculptors" at the garden of the 
WabdehMuntazah, Jabal Wabdeh, until Aug. S. 

• ‘The Small Sculptors Exhibition” at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 5537598), until Aug. 8. 

• Display of products at Jordan Design Trade Centre of 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, off Wadi Saqta (TeL 
5699141/Z), until August 6. 


Committee recommends mobile licence? 
Fastlink negotiates settlement 


House boosts capital 
to JD1 00,000 for weeklies 


By Ahmed Naser 
Special to die Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Tbe govern- 
ment’s Higher Ministerial 
Committee for Privatisation 
on Tuesday recommended 
granting the Jordan Telecom- 
munication Company(JTC) a 
fixed telephony licence and 
another to operate a mobile 
phone network. 

Aaxffding to telecom indus- 
try sources, JTC has so far 
applied for the fixed telephony 
licence more than 20 rime s 
over tbe past three years and 
three switches of tetecommu- 
nication ministerial posts, 
from Jamal Saraireh, to Bas- 
sam Saket and to current Min- 
ister of Tbkccmmunications 
Sand Gammo, but each time 
its licence application was sent 
back for a redraft. 

The mobile phone provision 
licence has been a matter of 
contention between the gov- 
ernment and Jordan Mobile 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The director 
of the traffic institute Wednes- 
day warned that road .imiHenr^ 
are on the increase in Jordan 
causing heavy human and eco- 
nomic losses to the Kingdom. 

In a lecture to die Amman 
Rotary Club. Lieutenant 
Colonel J amil Salim said in the 
past five years 2,481 citizens 
were lolled in traffic accidents. 
Another 69,088 were injured. 

The number of road accidents 
in I9SG was 12,433 but the figure 
jumped to 39.005 in 1997, said 
Ll CoL Salim, who said the 
high cost of dealing with die 
cost of traffic accidents place an 
lmrhif! strain on the country’s 
society and economic resources. 

He estimated that Jordan 
annually incurs JDR30 million in 
economic losses as a result of 


Telephone Services, 

(Fastlink), which claims that 
no other provider should be 
licenced before its own 
monopoly ends in October: 

The 1995 Tdecommunica- 
tions Law stipulates that two 
new licences for the operation 
of mobile phone networks will 
only be issued in an open ten- 
der after the end of Fasflirik's 
exclusivity licence. 

Fas tlink, winch paid JD24 
million for four years of exclu- 
sivity upon its inception in 
1994. initiated a law suit 
against the government for its 
declaration that it would grant 
JTC a mobile phone licence. 

At tbe beginning of this year, 
officials were quoted as saying 
that granting a licence to JTC 
to offer mobile services was 
meant tO enhance. the fln mpa- 
nys value ahead of tbe sale of 
40 per cent of its equity to a 
strategic partner: 

Officials told tbe Jordan 
Times that a settlement 


road accidents, corresponding to 
29 per cent of die country's 
gross domestic product. 

While advanced nations lose 
one arizen in road accidents for 
every 10.000 vehicles, Jordan 
loses 16 citizens annually for a 
similar number of vehicles, be 
noted. 

Ll CoL Salim, said tbe traffic 
problem began to emerge in the 
early 1970s following a substan- 
tial increase in the population, 
and therefore, an increase in the 
number of vehicles on tbe 
expanding network of roads. 

He called fra: integrated pro- 
grammes to spread awareness 
among die different sectors of 
the public to cut down on the 
number of road accidents and 

Lt CoL Salim referred to Jor- 


beeween the government and 
Fastlink outside court is being 
negotiated However, industry 
sources said that the negotia- 
tions have not moved ahead 
for the pasttwo months. 

Earlier this week. AH Shukrt, 
JTC’s newly-appointed chair- 
man, told journalists that what- 
ever the settlement reached 
between tbe government and 
Fastlink. “there will always be 
miaaxnxxtfses." 

Fastlink pays the JTC 60 fils 
per minute interconnect fees 
for calls initiated from mobiles 
to regular telephones. Tbe 
company also pays the gov- 
ernment a 20 per cent royalty 
on gross revenue. 

In May, after Fastlink 
obtained a syndicated loan 
from 10 banks to enhance its 
network, David Bos worth, the 
firm’s chief executive officer 
was quoted as saying: T am 
very optimistic that we will 
reach a settlement with the 
government shortly." 


dan's recently implemented 
“points system” and its regula- 
tions, saying it is designed to 
control traffic and curtail acci- 
dents. He explained that the new 
system is designed to help 
authorities lake action against 
repeal traffic offenders by 
recoding points for every major 
offence committed by both Jor- 
danian and foreign drivers. 

He said this system charts 33 
types of traffic violations. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Ftras Ben Raad, tbe health sec- 
retary of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. called for the creation of a 
higher traffic counriL. He said 
cooperation among concerned 
government departments to stop 
Jordan’s drain of human and 
economic resources was need- 
ed. 


By Fairouz Abn-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Parliament 
yesterday resembled a 
stock market trading floor 
as deputies began- debating 
capital requirements for 
weekly and daily newspa- 
pers. 

Lower House deputies 
shouted out all sorts of fig- 
ures before finally agree- 
ing on capital requirement 
for periodicals during the 
second day of discussion 
of the House's amended 
version of the Press and 
Publications draft law. 

The government’s con- 
troversial draft had origi- 
nally set the capital 
requirement for dailies at 
JD500.000 and JD 150.000 
for weeklies — consider- 
ably higher than the 
JD 15,000 requirement 
accorded in the 1993 Press 
and Publications law id 
force today. 

The House National 
Guidance Committee 
(NGC), which gave the 
draft a second reading, left 
the JD500.000 requirement 
for dailies in place, but 
lowered the requirement 
for weekly newspapers 
from JD 150,000 to 
JD50,000. 

Deputies haggled for 
more than an hour over 
capital requirements, 
proposing figures ranging 
from JD 250,000 to JDI 
million for dailies, and 
from 25,000 to 200,000 for 
non-dailies. When put to 
vote, the House voted in 
favour of the NGC's 
JD500.000 proposal for 
daili es, but disregarded the 
committee's recommenda- 
tion for weeklies' capital 
requirements and boosted 
the capital to JDI 00,000. 


“I agree with the recom- 
mendations of the commit- 
tee. The press is an institu- 
tion that carries our nation- 
al message and is a 
civilised tool of expres- 
sion. We want it to stand on 
its feet.” said Deputy 
Mohammad Azaideh. head 
of the House Public Free- 
doms Committee. 

“Increasing the capital 
requirement will curb the 
number of weekly publica- 
tions — a cause of 
headache for many peo- 
ple," said Deputy Bassam 
Haddadin. “But we are nor 
here to prosecute the week- 
lies. and we must acknowl- 
edge the significant role 
they played in raising the 
ceiling of freedom.” 

“It is wrong to believe 
that raising the capital 
requirement will put an 
end to the problem." Mr. 
Haddadin told the House. 

Deputy Hamad Abu Zaid 
asked the House to raise 
the capital requirements to 
JDI million for dailies and 
JD200.000 for weeklies. 

Deputy Lutfi Barghouti 
shared the concerns of his 
colleague. 

“We don’t want to trans- 
form this country into a 
media market.” he warned 
the House. 

The House also agreed 
with the committee's pro- 
posal to throw out Article 
14, which required that 
owners of daily and non- 
daily newspapers place a 
JDI 00.000 and JD50,000 
bank guarantee, respec- 
tively, in Ministry of Infor- 
mation accounts to ensure 
payment .of fines levied 
against those found in vio- 
lation of tbe law. 

“This article preserves 
the rights of people and is 
an incentive for journalists 


to ensure accuracy and 

objectivity [in his/her 
reports]," said Deputy 
Soudki Shbattat who 
argued in favour of keep- 
ing the article in place. 

Other deputies disagreed, 
saying bank guarantees 
were another way of 
restricting the work of 
daily and weekly publica- 
tions. 

“We are placing require- 
ments that are impossible 
to meet," Deputy Nazih 
Ammarin said. “We are 
barring journalists from 
practising their rights and 
are limi ting the industry to 
a certain class.” 

The House also voted in 
favour of the committee's 
changes to Article II of the 
60-article law. The article, 
as it appeared in the gov- 
ernment’s draft, grants a 
licence to issue a publica- 
tion to “the press company 
that was established and 
registered for the purpose 
of issuing a publication 
which shall not have more 
than 25 per cent of its equi- 
ty from foreign sources.” 

The amendment 

approved by the House 
scrapped foreign equity 
altogether and restricted 
investment in the local 
press to Jordanians, com- 
panies owned by Jordanian 
citizens, and legalised 
political parties. 

“I believe that decision of 
the committee protects our 
press’ national identity,” 
said Deputy Mahmoud 
Kharabsheh, speaker of the 
National Guidance Com- 
mittee. 


Road accidents on increase; 
traffic institute notes startling figures 


Circassian dancers’ foot work draws the crowds to Jerash 



AL JILAL JADED: The Circassian dance troupe revives folkloric tradition each year at the 
Jerash Festival 


By Dana Abu Sham 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A local Circassian folklore 
dance troupe attracted larger audiences than 
most of the famous Arab and international 
groups which performed at this year’s Jerash 
festival 

An estimated 6,000 spectators from all 
walks of life flocked to the South- Amphithe- 
atre of the ancient city, to watch an outstand- 
ing performance by the A1 JH A1 Jadid, 
whose Jordanian dancers portrayed a master- 
piece of the Circassian heritage that kept the 
audience on their feet throughout most of the 
show. 

Attended by His Royal Highness Prince 
Ali, honourary president of the club, the 
amphitheatre was full of life, reminding the 
audience of the Romans thousands of years 
ago. 

“Three years ago I went to Caucasus, and I 
promised to help them out, because these 
people contributed to building this country 
when they first came.” Prince Ali told the 
Jordan Times. 




Jordan has been 
home to a substan- 
tial Circassian 
community, now 
numbering about 
30,000. They 
arrived in Jordan 
in 1S90 after hav- 
ing been defeated by the Russians during the 
50 Years War in the Caucasus and, conse- 
quently, were evicted from their homeland. 

Fifty dancers, aged 16-21, filled the stage 
with magnificently coloured costumes. 

Tbe troupe rehearses four times a week, 
four hours a day to get to acquire a high stan- 
dard of performance. 

Al Jil A1 Jadid Club, established in 1950, 
aimed to revive and maintain the Circassian 
rich and deeply-rooted heritage. Jordan’s two 
Circassian folkloric troupes — Al Jil and Al 
Ahli Club — have alternated turns on the 
Jerash stage for nine consecutive years. 

Al Jil itself has represented Jordan at sev- 
eral international activities worldwide, per- 
forming in the United States, the former 
Soviet Union, France and Rhodes. 
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Pre-marital tests could curb genetic diseases, medical expenses 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Officials are promoting pre-mar- 
ital tests, to curb a rising number of genetical- 
ly-transmitted diseases whose treatment is 
costing Jordan millions of dinars. 

But in a conservative country, many to-be 
■couples are resisting such tests because of 
strict social taboos and fear that it might 
expose infertility-related problems thai might 
scuttle their marriage plans. 

* The Health Ministry launched the idea of the 
mandatory tests five years ago but told to-be 
couples it remained up to them to consider 
tying the - knot if genetic tests proved their 
children might develop some hereditery dis- 
eases. . 

; “Many couples resist the idea of conducting 
such tests because they think that they are 
related to fertility and if tests prove positive 
tins will be an obstacle in their marriage,” said 
Ghada Hussein from the Hussein Medical 
Centre, one of the country’s 29 govemment- 
mn institutions conducting such blood and 
gene tests. 

- Many doctors and religious leaders have 
said these tests have been largely ignored. 

The Ministry of Health and Medical Care, 
which spends more than JD3 million on 1 ,000 
patients of thalassemia — a genetically deter- 
mined defect in haemoglobin synthesis — 
recently approved plans to allow such tests to 
be carried out for free at its various centres 
that' also offer family counceliing and other 
help with genetic diseases. 

. Non-governmental organisations are also 


launc hing media campaigns to encourage 
such tests and insist on privacy. 

“Many need to know why such tests are rec- 
ommended, as some thick they are only relat- 
ed to fertility." said one doctor. “But many of 
those who conducted such tests 
understood their nature and began 
helping us in spreading the mes- 
sage,” she told the Jordan Tunes. 

A 1992 population-based study of 
consanguineous marriages in Jordan, 
which surveyed 2,000 households, 
found that 32.03 per cent of mar- 
riages were among first cousins, 6.8 
per cent among second cousins, 10.5 
per cent among distant cousins and 
50 per cent among couples who had 
familial relation. 

More than 130,000 people out of 
the Kingdom's 4.2 million people suffer from 
various disabilities, including mental and 
physical retardation, according to recent fig- 
ures released by the Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment. 

Some doctors and sociologists say a steadily 
increasing numer of Thalassemia patients 
encouraged the government to forge ahead 
with promoting the idea of free pre-marital 
tests to help avoid hereditery diseases. 

Osama Badran, director of Maternal and 
Child Health Care at the Ministry of Health, 
said the number of thalassemia patients, is 
increasing by 100 every year as “carriers of 
this hereditary disease are still getting married 
to each other.” 

Patients of the disease, common in Medit- 
teranean countries, suffer from haemolytic 


anaemia due to the destruction of the red 
blood cells. They are sick, pale and suffer 
from an enlarged’ spleen and delayed growth. 
It occurs most frequently in people of Italian, 
Greek, Middle Eastern, South Asian and 


African ancestry. 

A 1997-98 study of thalassemia in Jordan 
conducted by associate university professor 
Nayef Gharaybeh found that 12 per cent of the 
overall population are carriers of thalassemia. 

Dr. Gharaybeh, director of the health centre 
at the University of Science and Technology, 
studied 1,000 samples. 

“This is an alarming issue and should be 
taken seriously.” he told the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Gharaybeh said another study he con- 
ducted in 1996-97 of 251 couples who had a 
family history of thalassemia found that 22 
per cent of them were carriers of the gene. 

“All forms of thalassemia are genetically- 
transmitted ...they cannot be caught from 
another child who has it,” Dr. Badran said. 

“Individual carriers are healthy but when 


they become parents there is a one in four 
chance that any child they have will inherit a 
thalassemia gene from each parent and have a 
severe form of the disease,” he added. 

“There is also a two-in-four chance that the 
child will inherit one of each kind 
of gene and become a carrier like 
his or her parents; and a one in four 
chance that the child will inherit 
two normal genes from its parents 
and be completely free of the dis- 
ease or carrier state,” Dr. Badran 
explained. 

“These odds are the same for 
each pregnancy when both parents 
are carriers,” added Dr. Badran. 
also chief of the health ministry's 
premarital counselling committee. 
Mustafa Al Falah, a haemaiologist 
at the state-run Al Bashir Hospital, said a tha- 
lassemia child becomes anaemic at between 3 
and 18 months of age. 

“If they are not treated, they usually die 
between the age of one and eight," he said. 

"Patients are treated with frequent blood 
transfusions every three to four weeks to 
maintain their haemoglobin at near normal 
levels,” Dr. Falah added. 

"Unfortunately, repeated blood transfusions 
lead to a build-up of iron in the body, which 
can damage the heart, liver and other organs.” 

Most children who have these transfusions 
grow normally into their early twenties, but to 
live longer, Dr. Falah said, they need other 
treatment to remove the extra iron from the 
body. 

“This treatment is expensive, unpleasant and 


often upsetting.” 

thalassemia patients are treated with a drug 
referred to as an iron chelator — an iron bind- 
ing agent that can help rid the body of excess 
iron, preventing or delaying problems related 
to iron overload. 

The medicine is usually administered daily 
via a mechanical pump that pushes the drug 
underneath the skin while the child is sleep- 
ing. 

Dr. Falah said that thalassemia has also been 
cured by using bone marrow transplants, 
though such treatment remains limited. 

“This form of treatment is possible only for 
a small minority of patients who [can find] a 
suitable bone marrow donor. The procedure is 
risky and can result in death,” he said. 

Doctors in the medical community are try- 
ing to promote pre-marital tests across the 
Kingdom in order to control hereditary dis- 
eases. 

Ghada Hussein, at the Hussien Medical 
Centre stressed the importance of conducting 
pre-marital tests which include blood tests and 
family genetic studies that can show whether 
an individual has thalassemia. 

"The disease can't be prevented at this time, 
but a programme of health education, testing 
for the trait, genetic counselling, and prenatal 
diagnosis can provide families with full med- 
ical information to help them have healthy 
children.” 


‘Carriers of thalassemia are healthy 
• but when they become parents, 
there is a one in four chance that any 
child they have will inherit a 
thalassemia gene from each parent 
and have a severe form 
of the disease’ 
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Fighting continues around 

4r 

Congo military base 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Rebels in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) 
Wednesday continued their 
campaign to oust President 
Laurent Kabila, called a 
“dangerous man" by his 
own foreign minister. 

Fighting was reported in 
the "east, the seat of the 
rebellion by ethnic Tutsi 
soldiers, as well as in the 
northeastern city of 
Kisangani and around the 
strategic Kitona military 
base. 7n the southwest. 

Tuesday a commercial 
plane was hijacked in the 
eastern city of Goma and 
flown to Kitona. with 
Kinshasa claiming that 400 
Rwandan troops were 
aboard backing the rebels. 

Tuesday the Kabila gov- 
ernment accused Rwanda of 
invading the eastern Kivu 
region and sending in heav- 
ily armed troops to back the 
rebels, and the DRC’s dele- 
gation to the United Nations 
in New York has asked the 
Security Council to tell 
Rwanda to withdraw them. 

Government spokesman 
Didier Mumengi said 
Kinshasa was preparing a 
“vigorous riposte" after the 
alleged troop movement to 
Kitona. which is in Bas 
Congo province bordering 
Congo and Angola, more 
than 500 kilometres from 
Kinshasa. 

Kitona’s large military 
base, the closest to 
Kinshasa, was used up to 
recently by Rwandan Tutsi 
commanders to train units 
in the new DRC army. 

But soldiers in the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwandan army 
— who helped bring Mr. 
Kabila to power last year — 
were last week asked to 
leave the DRC. which 
prompted the uprising by 


the Banyamulenge. as eth- 
nic Tutsis are known in the 
DRC. They are originally 
from Rwanda. 

Meanwhile in South 
Africa, DRC Foreign 
Minister Bizima Karaha 
turned against Mr. Kabila, 
telling Wednesday's The 
Star newspaper that Mr. 
Kabila took just a year to 
become as ruthless a dicta- 
tor as the man he deposed 
from a 32-year reign. 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 

Mr. Karaha. who has been 
in South Africa for several 
days, is expected to seek 
asylum along with other top 
officials who have left the 
DRC. 

He predicted that the 
rebellion that erupted at the 
weekend would force Mr. 
Kabila to flee the country' 
“like Mobutu" within a 
month. 

Mr. Karaha. a 
Banyamulenge who helped 
bring Mr. Kabila to power 
last year, said he had “dis- 
tanced himself from a dan- 
gerous man." 

~ Reports on fighting else- 
where in the DRC varied. 

Witnesses in Kisangani, 
reached from Nairobi early 
Wednesday, said fighting 
had resumed there after a 
quiet night. 

But DRC Justice Minister 
Mwenze Kongolo. speaking 
to AFP Wednesday, refuted 
the repon. saying: “There's 
nothing at Kisangani.** 

As for Kinshasa. Mr. 
Kongolo said government 
troops had put down a 
Banyamulenge revolt. 

He said several dozen 
Banyamulenge. who had 
been hiding out in the capi- 
tal's western suburbs, had 
surrendered to the authori- 
ties and had been arrested 
by the armed forces. 


“There’s nothing (of the 
rebellion) left in Kinshasa," 
Mr. Kongolo said. 

Even if the rebels have 
officially been put down in 
Kinshasa, witnesses said 
Mr. Kabila loyalists were 
conducting new sw'eeps in 
working-class neighbour- 
hoods to ferret out 
Banyamalunge. 

However, the centre of the 
Banyamulenge soldiers' 
revolt is in Kivu, where 
between 250.000 and 
400.000 Banyamulenge 
live, having immigrated 
there since the late ISth 
century from neighbouring 
Rwanda. 

Asked for an update on 
the situation there. Mr. 
Kongolo said fighting was 
continuing in Bukavu, capi- 
tal of South Kivu province, 
which the rebels claim to 
control along with the air- 
port and surrounding area. 

“There is tension in 
Bukavu and fighting is con- 
tinuing." he said, without 
stating whether government 
forces were in control of the 
city. 

However rebel troops near 
Bukavu. guarding the bor- 
der with Rwanda, told AFP 
early Wednesday that it was 
quiet in Bukavu and that 
there had been no fighting 
overnight. 

"There’s no more fighi- 
ing. It's been quiet since 
yesterday afternoon. People 
are resuming their daily 
activities and have begun to 
walk in the streets." said 
one guard. 

‘The border is closed 
because we do not want to 
take the risk that something 
might happen to a foreigner 
coming from over there (in 
Rwanda!. You never know 
where the enemy may come 
from.” he said. 


Australia’s deputy PM 
survives leadership vote 


SYDNEY t AFP) — Deputy 
Prime Minister Tim Fischer 
survived a vote for leader- 
ship of Australia's National 
Party Wednesday amid con- 
tinuing convulsions in the 
ruling coalition over the rise 
of the far-right One Nation 
party. 

Mr. Fischer and his 
deputy. Primary Industries 
Minister John Anderson, 
were reelected unopposed 
in a ballot (hey called them- 
selves to try to snuff out 
backbench revolt following 
a rural backlash against 
Canberra. 

But party officials had to 
call for unity and warn that 
anyone who could not guar- 
antee support for Mr. 
Fischer should not remain 
in the National Party, the 
junior partner in coalition 
with Prime Minister John 
Howard's Liberals. 

Senior National MP Peter 
McGauran said after the 
vote that Mr. Fischer's lead- 
ership remained secure, 
adding; “The issue for the 
National Party today is 
unity, it's a question of 
w hether or not we are unit- 
ed in the run-up to a federal 
election." 

The latest coalition show- 
down coincided with warn- 
ings that the rural-based 
Nationals could be wiped 
out at the general election 


expected later this year, 
after its disastrous showing 
in the recent Queensland 
state poll. 

A National-led coalition 
lost office in Queensland in 
June as Pauline Hanson's 
anti -immigration One 
Nation cashed in on rising 
rural resentment to free- 
trading. economic rational- 
ist policies championed by 
Mr. Fischer, who is also 
trade minister. 

Long-standing National 
Party supporters bitterly 
oppose government plans to 
introduce a consumption 
tax and fully privatise the 
national communications 
network Telstra, fearing K 
would reduce services and 
increase rural isolation. 

In a sign of panic over the 
shrinking rural support, the 
cabinet rejected this week a 
push by the primary indus- 
tries minister for financial 
support lor wool growers, 
adopting instead a One 
Nation policy to freeze sales 
from a massjsc woo! stock- 
pile. 

Mr. Howard ally and 
high-profile Liberal MP 
Tony Abbott fuelled opposi- 
tion fears Wednesday by 
warning that Labour could 
win the election expected 
later this year w ith a 1 2-seat 
majority unless the coali- 
tion recovered its momen- 


tum. 

"The supreme irony in the 
rise of One Nation is that if 
sustained it will not produce 
u more conservative gov- 
ernment but a less conserv- 
ative government." he 

wrote in an article for the 
Sydney Morning Herald. 

Federal Queensland MPs 
Bob Kalter and De-Anne 
Kelly have strongly criti- 
cised the leaders and 
warned that unless they start 
to listen to cne:r grassroots 
supporters, they will be 
crushed by the One Nation 
"steamroller". 

Mr. Ratter, who last week 
called on Mr. Fischer to 
resign over the Queensland 
debacle, withdrew* his call 
Monday, having: “We've 
already hit the iceberg, it's a 
little late to be changing 
captains". 

Ms. Kelly also -aid it was 
ti*o late far a change of 
leadership. 

"At this point in time 1 
think ;! would be most 
unfair if. put anybody else at 
the helm of whai is going to 
be fairly rough tnp." she 
sj;d. 

Ms. Kelly said the elec- 
torate was worried about the 
issue of tax reform, but she 
would reserve judgement 
until she had seen the tax 
package to be unveiled by 
Mr. Howard next Thursday. 


Englishman gets 12 years 
for drug offence in Australia 


PERTH. Australia (AFP) — 
.An Englishman was jailed 
here Wednesday for 12 years 
for his part in the illegal 
importation of drugs into 
Australia. 

In the Supreme Court of 
Western Australia. Judge 
Henry VYjHuoric imposed the 
sentence on Kenneth Randcil. 
2$. who had pleaded guilty to 
involvement in an attempt to 
bring 20.032 Ecstasy tablets 
and 7.752 amphetamines 
tablets into Penh. 

The tablets had an estimated 
spret value of between 1.2 
million and 1 .4 million 
Australian dollars (50.73 and 
S0.S5 million). The judge said 


deterrence was the overriding 
factor in the penalty . 

The term had been reduced 
hxausc of Mr. Randdl's early 
plea of guilty which hod saved 
the community the expense of 
a trial, he said! 

The judge ruled Mr. RondcN 
mu<t serve at least vj\ year- 
before he becomes eligible for 
parole. 

In May. two other 
Englishmen. Robert Kenneth 
Bloomfield. 35. and Shaun 
Michael Hughes. 35. were 
jailed for 10 years each after 
pleading guilty to their roles in 
the importation. 

They w ere ordered to serx e a 
minimum of five years before 


being considered for parole. 

During their supreme court 
trial, evidence was given that 
trey were couriers in the oper- 
ation in January. 

The court hoard that Mr. 
Randcil provided the drugs 
which were concealed in vests 
Mr. Bloomfield and Mr. 
Hughes donned in toilets at 
Heathrow Airport, London. 

Mr. Bloomfield was 
searched by Customs officers 
at Penh Airport where drags 
were found in a vest 
Within hours. Australian 
Federal Police arrested Mr. 
Hughes ai a Perth city hotel 
and Mr. Rondel! at a house in 
the suburb of Ocean Reef 
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A firefighter carries ‘Bobby’ the dog of a 13-year-old boy who was found dead under 
a collapsed Berlin apartment block. Three people have been found dead in the rub- 
ble and up to four more people were still feared buried in the debris of the four-storey 
building, destroyed in a supected gas explosion (Reuters photo) 


Boy, two others found 
dead in Berlin flat rubble 


I BERLIN (R) — A 13-year- 
\ old boy buried under a col- 
‘ lapsed Berlin apartment 
• block was found dead 
Wednesday after firefight- 
i ers had dug wiih their bare 
hands through the night in 
a frantic effort to save him. 

The bodies of two elderly 
1 people were discovered 
j earlier. 

i “We have bad news — 
! three people have been 
; found dead in the rubble." 
J Berlin police chief Hagen 
Saberschinsky told jour- 
nalists at the scene. 

L’p to four more people 


were still feared buried in 
the debris of the four- 
storey building, destroyed 
Tuesday in a suspected gas 
explosion. 

Officials said the body of 
the boy. identified only as 
Seven, was recovered near 
the bottom of the building. 
His dog had been freed by 
rescue workers several 
hours curlier. 

Rescuers had initially 
been hopeful of finding the 
teenager alive after hi-tech 
listening equipment detect- 
ed a heartbeat in the rub- 
ble. The fire brigade hud 


worked through the night 
using sniffer dogs, machin- 
ery and their hare hands. 

Firefighters said recov- 
ery work at the site was 
likely to last nil through 
Wednesday, hindered by 
the risk that further parts of 
the building could col- 
lapse. 

Of the building’s 21 resi- 
dents. 14 suffered minor 
injuries or were known to 
be away from home. One 
resident spent several 
hours under the rubble 
before rescuers reached 
him. 


Japanese court orders state, road 
authorities to pay pollution damages 


TOKYO iAP<— Ending a 
15-year dispute, a court 

. ordered the Japanese gov- 
ernment and road authori- 
ties Wednesday to pay a 

• total of 149 million yen 
($1.05 million) to 48 peo- 
ple who suffered asthma 

• and other illnesses caused 

• by air pollution. 

The Yokohama District 
Court ordered the stale and 
the Metropolitan Express 
Public Corp. to make the 
payment, a court official 
said, on condition of 
anonymity. The state was 
held responsible as the 

caretaker of ma jor roads in 
the affected areas. 

Katsusuke Ogawa. pre- 
siding judge at the court’s 
Kawustk: branch, said that 
the plaintiffs, who have 
lived within 5< ' metres 
from major arteries in 
Kawasaki, suffered asthnu 
and other ailments caused 
by exhaust emit led from 
automobiles. 

But Katsusuke Dgawii 
rejected an injunction 


appeal by the plaintiffs for 
a halt to the discharge of 
air-polluting substances, 
saying thailhc danger from 
their suffering was not 
imminent. 

Wednesday's ruling came 
two years after a group of 
J4 Japanese companies in 
Kawasaki, a major indus- 
trial city adjoining Tokyo, 
reached an out-of-court set- 
tlement. The companies 
agreed to pay 3.1 billion 
yen iS2l.5 million) to 438 
people who complained of 
illness (rum air pollution. 

In I ‘^M. the Yokohama 
District Court ruled that the 
{4 companies were respon- 
sible for ihe pollution jnd 
they should pay 460 mil- 
lion yen ($3.2 million) in 
compensation i»» the plain- 
tiffs. but both sides 
appealed to a higher court 

The suit was originally 
filed against (he slate and 
fhe road authorities and a 
group of companies in 
March I os 2. Other people, 
whi- base been designated 


as patients of the so-called 
Kawasaki disease, and 
family members of victims, 
later joined the suit. The 
plaintiffs demanded a total 
of 6.38 billion yen ($44.3 
million) in compensation. 

Of about 6.000 patients 
suffering from asthma or 
other related Kawasaki dis- 
ease ailments, some 1.S00 
have died, with many of the 
deaths asthma- related. 
Kyodo New s repotted. 

Officials from the 
Construction Ministry, the 
Environment Agency and 
the Metropolitan 

Expressway Public Corp. 
said that they would study 
the contents of 
Wednesday's ruling and 
consult with related organi- 
sations before deciding 
whether in appeal. 

Last month, some 1 00 
residents in Osaka reached 
an out-of-coun settlement 
with the state and a local 
public corporation in a sim- 
ilar air pollution cum:, end- 
ing a 20- year dispute. 


Judge clears Mexican drug cartel 
suspect; rearrested on U.S. warrant 


MEXICO CITY jAPi — A 
mjn accused of heading 
Mexico's largest met ham- 
phetamine smuggling ring 
was cleared of money - 
laundering charges, but 
federal agents immediately 
rearrested hint on a U.S. 
extradition request. 

A judge in Guadalajara 
dropped money- laundering 
charges against Jose dc 
Jesus AriKVcuj. (he federal 
attorney general's office 
, said Tuesday in a news 
release. The office s,ud n 
would appeal 

When Mr. \m<veu«j. 52. 
and his brother I uis. 34. 
were arrested on June I. 
the agency announced that 
it had broken up the coun- 
try's larges! met ham phe 1.1- 
mine and amphetamine 
trafficking cartel. Another 
brother. Aden. was arrested 
in November. 

Officials never formal!) 
charged the Amc/cua 
broth ers with dru g iral f ick - 
inc. howe'er, and defence 
i attorneys claimed that the 
only drop evidence prose- 


cutors presented came 
from new spaper stones. 

Two earlier counts of 
money laundering and 
criminal association were 
dismissed soon after tha 
June arrests. 

The attorney general's 
office said federal anti- 
drug police aqestcd Jose 
de Jesus Amc/cua on □ 
L- S. extradition request as 
he was leaving the Puente 
Grande prison near 
Guadalajara. 

Mr. Lins and Adan 
A n ic ecu a remained in 
prison on the money- laun- 
dering charge. 

In June, a federal grand 
jury m California indicted 
Jose de Jesus ,md Mr Luis 
on charges of manufactur- 
ing and distributing 
melhamphctammc: con- 

spiracy to possess 
ephedrmc. a component of 
“mein" or “speed:” and 
continuing a criminal 
enterprise. 

Authorities comend the 
brothers con lulled suppli- 
ers in India. Germany. 


Chinn and elsewhere io 
buy meth ingredients, and 
set up labs in make the fin- 
ished produel in the United 
Slates and Mexico. 

Jose dc Jesus Amc/cua 
previously was indicted in 
1993 on cocaine charges, 
and Luis Amc/cua was 
already under a 1994 
indictment for meth mak- 
ing. 

In December. U.S. drug 
agents rounded up more 
than St) people linked to 
the alleged gang, including 
the purported Los Angeles 
and Dallas cell leaders. 

Mexican prosecutors said 
the brothers had 125 small 
businesses, farms and 
other properties and had 
not paid lull taxes due r>n 
their income. 

The brofhers. based in 
the western state of 
Colima, said they inherited 
most of their properties 
from their father or grand- 
father and that their family- 
hud sold some of those nfi 
the government's list IS 
years ago. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

French language watchdog 
growls at U.S. feminists 


PARIS (R) — One of the staunchest defenders of the French 
language has found a new enemy in his never-ending battle 
against linguistic pollution — American feminists. Maurice 
Orvon. secretary of the hallowed Academic Francaise that 
guaids the language as a national treasure, grumbled 
Wednesday about a recent fashion for “feminising" tides 
which, he said, was an American aberration infiltrating 
French via Quebec. Writing in the conservative daily Le 
Figaro, be said that “angloricain" — his apparently admis- 
sible neologism for the "Anglo-American language" — had 
sullied French with words such as “primetime ’ or “look”. 
“Nfcw. using its Quebec staging post, it ends up petvetting 
our grammar." he fumed. “Do we know where this fashion 
of feminising tides was bom? Certainly not in Canada, but 
in the United States. Canada was only contaminated through 
geographical proximity.'* Mr. Droun and the crusty 
Academic have been leading a rearguard attack against the 
trend towards feminine tides that has gained support from 
the left-wing government elected last year. Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin ruled in March that women cabinet members 
should be known by the feminine “Madame la Ministre" 
instead of “Madame le Ministre" as the rules of French 
grammar require. The government which has eight women 
cabinet members mostly in their late 30s or early 40s, also 
now uses “directrice" instead of “directeur* (director) and 
“conscillere" instead of “conseiller" (adviser) when women 
hold those jobs. Mr. Droun said English could easily replace 
“chairman" with “chairperson" because its grammar had u 
neuter gender, which French does not. Some French nouns 
have masculine and feminine forms while others do not and 
should not, he insisted. 

He lamented that French-speaking Belgians had also fall- 
en prey to “Americanomaniu". condemning as laughable 
the feminine term “sapeuses-pompieres" (forewomen). 

Oklahoma executes 
ex-minister’s killer 

McALESTER. Oklahoma < AP) — A man who killed three 
people — including an ex-minister stabbed in prison — was 
executed by injection early Wednesday. Stephen Edward 
Wood. 38, had waived his’ appeals and asked for an early 
execution. He had no final statement. Two daughters of the 
Rev. Robert Bruce Brigden watched their father's killer die. 
“I do not want logo out of vengeance or anything like that." 
Susan Welch said “I have no anger or haired of this man. 
Tve forgiven him." Wood and another inmate at the 
Oklahoma State Reformatory in Granite were found guilty 
of stabbing Brigden. jailed for molesting young girls, in 
1994 with a homemade knife. Wood was in prison for the 
1992 killings of two transients. Brigden was in prison on a 
40-year term for molesting young girls al his ftesbyierian 
congregation. His family has maintained his innocence and 
say he would have won his appeal had he lived 

House panel approves bill 
to thwart assisted suicides 



WASHINGTON (AP) — A House committee has voted to 
limit doctors' ability' to help people die. “I am concerned 
about old people who don't want to be a burden on their 
families." said Judiciaiy Chairman Henry Hyde, the bill’s 
author, before the committee approved the bill on a voice 
vote Tuesday and sent it to the floor. The vote came after 2 
1/2 hours of debate, where Democrats argued that the bill 
will discourage doctors from providing adequate pain med- 
ication. Their attempts to water down the measure failed. 
The bill would prohibit the dispensing or distribution of a 
federally regulated drug lor the purpose of assisting a sui- 
cide. Doctors who violate the law could lose their liccase to 
prescribe such drags and possibly face criminal prosecution. 
A Senate version has been the subject of a hearing but has 
not yet been voted on. A Judiciary' Cnmmince spokes- 
woman said the committee will likely schedule a vote after 
it returns from the August recess. 
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Authorities charge suspected 
polygamist with incest 


SALT LAKE CITY » API — An alleged polygamist who 
deputies sa> married his brother's 16-year-old daughter 
has been charged with incest and unlawful sexual conduct 
with a minor. The girl, who turned 17 Monday, is believed 
by authorities to have been secretly married last October 
to her .■‘2-year-old uncle. David O. Kingston, a union 
arranged by her father. Under Utah law. sexual relations 
with a niece or nephew is considered incest. The girl’s 
father. John Daniel Kingston, already is charged with 
beating her for running away from the match, authorities 
said. The girl told authorities she was David Kingston's 
1 5th wife. She went to police after the alleged bearing in 
May. triggering a widespread public debate over the prac- 
tice of plural marriage. Salt Lake County Sheriff Aaron 
Kcnnjrd said ai a news conference Tuesday that a warrant 
has been issued for Duvjd Kingston, alleging two counts 
of incest and one count of unlawful sexual conduct wife a 
minor, both third-degree felonies. Mr. Kingston turned 
himselt in late Tuesday and was booked and released. Mr. 
Kennard said an investigation continues into whether 
David Kingston would be charged with violating the 
state s constitutional ban on polygamy. Plural marriage, 
brought West by the Mormons 151 years ago and 
renounced by the church in 1S90, has persisted among 
religious splinter groups and hasn't been prosecuted in 
™SJ han d' years. Experts estimate there are some 
-5.000 to 30.000 polygamist*, in the West. Tuesday's 
charges were just the latest development in a case that 
caused Republican Gov. Mike Leavitt to retract his spec- 
ulation that polygamy may be protected bv constitutional 
guarantees oi religious freedom. Article ill of the Utah 
L institution, while mandating religious tolerance, is 
explicit Polygamous or plural marriaces are forever pro- 
nipued. 
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Vietnamese restaurant 
employs 11 sets of twins 


HANOI I API — Pairyns at a new restaurant can be **■ ■ 
given lordning double-takes. 1 1 sets of twins wait on Uk 
tables. Tnc appropriately named Twin Restaurant, which 
3STV a S° in Hu Chi Minh Citv. is the brain- , 
mrnh Tim* u n ' mn v,c ! ram '*e. Itive-sonp composer 
tu-in ii , * 1C ‘^ ea w hilc being served b>' a 

u .n • v "J 1 *™ ■" ihe resort city of Nha Trang. He ! 

country, recruiting i 1 sets of twins, and j 
ohw-i h rf J an0Jher fl,ur P^- All arc 19 to 23 yea* | 

one mwccloa^F-C-h” 1 ' 116 ,w|ns- five scls females a> ** j 
dav Turn* JLt ’ Pf l,r ***** identical clothing eveo . 

%?' 1™“?" *« Performin'.: live raLc. 

-nre resraun a,, * h , ov ^, 0 ^ , 

serves Vwrumc*.. Chines and scibid dishws. 
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Aung Romanian holidaymakers dive into the Black Sea In the port of Constanta, 250 km east of Bucharest, to 
escape a heatwave with tempera tures climbmg to 40 degrees Celsius, the highest in more than 40 years. The heat 
wave; gripping much of Eastern Europe, has killed about 20 people and put - pressure on emergency services cop- 
ing with calls for heart trouble and sunstroke (Reuters photo) 

Heat wave sweeps Eastern Europe 


BUCHAREST (AP) — 
Eastern Europe is sizzling 
from a three- week heat 
wave that has reportedly 
.claimed at least 20 lives in 
Romania, buckled! streetcar 
tracks in Hungary and 
smashed temperature 
records across the region. 

Temperatures soared past 
40 C again Tuesday in the 
southern Balkans region, 
suffering through its worst 
heat wave in half a century. 

How hot is it? So hot that 
Serb forces in Yugoslavia’s 
troubled Kosovo province 
are heating their baked 
beans by setting the cans on 
the fiery metal surface of 
armoured personnel carri- 
ers. 


So hot that prison convicts 
in the Romanian town of 
Braila refused to work 
Tuesday, citing a 1986 order 
that gives them a reprieve 
when temperatures top 35C. 

And so hot that in 
Hungary, they’re ah 
screaming for “fagylalt" — 
ice cream — in record num- 
bers. The country’s largest 
ice-cream producer, 

SchoeUer Budatej, has 
boosted production to three 
shifts to meet the demand, 
said the MTI news agency. 

In Bucharest, Romania, 
where the mercury has hit at 
least 36 C every day since 
the first half of July, some 
2,500 people have called the 
capital’s emergency ser- 


vices in the past four days 
and 15 ambulances are on 
heat patrol. 

Hospitals in the city of 3 
million said they are crowd- 
ed with people who suffered 
strokes, heart attacks, sun- 
stroke or have fainted in the 
scorching heat. 

Residents are plunging 
into the city's fountains, the 
dirty Dambovita River and 
lakes to keep cool. 

Bucharest’s mayor, Viorel 
Lis, is sending the city hall 
staff home at lunch rime 
every day to avoid any heat- 
related accidents, and has 
urged other employers to do 
the same. 

Wheat and com and sun- 
flowers around the capital 


have been burned by the 
heat. 

In Italy, weeks of temper- 
atures above 32 C have 
sparked a run on air condi- 
tioners. with buyers appar- 
ently ignoring beliefs held 
by many Italians that the 
appliances cause such ail- 
ments as sore ihroats and 
stiff joints. 

-When I made my 84- 
year- old grandmother let 
me install air conditioning 
for her, she made such a 
fuss about how bad it was,” 
said Franco Consumari, 
who installs the units for the 
Rome store GMC. “Now 
she gets mad at me if I don’t 
go over to check, it on the 
first hot dav ” 


Complete Cambodian 
election results delayed again 


PHNOM PENH. Cambodia 
CAP) — The expected 
announcement of Cambodian 
leader Hun Sen’s victory in 
list . week’s parliamentary 
election was delayed 
' Wednesday when election 
•officials abruptly cancelled 
-their daily bnefing to the 

j press. 

National Election 

.Committee chairman Chheng 
’Fhoa said in a written state- 
mem that twice-daily briefin- 
;gs were being terminated 
because of an impromptu 
pews .conference - held by 
Opposition politicians 

; Tuesday -at the committee’s 

media centre. 

; - Their actions endangered 
"the committee's spirit of neu- 
trality, the statement said, and, 
the announcement of official 
preliminary results of the July 
26 elections would be 
annourced instead an staie- 
nin : television Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Hun . Sen's Cambodian 
People*s.Party is slated to win 
a djgbt majority in the 122- 
^ational Assembly, according 
.to' partial results which have 
‘beeirreleased by the 
NEC . . 


The election committee's 
termination of briefings came 
after it had come under 
increasing criticism and sharp 
questioning from the press. • 
Late Tuesday it became 
known - that its vice chairman, 
Rassie Neou. had asked to 
resign as head of its subcom- 
mittee handling recounts. 

Kassie Neou, a respected 
human rights worker consid- 
ered one of the few indepen- 
dent voices on the committee, 
said he was frustrated by 
administrative and mimage- 
ment problems, according to 
spokesman Samraing 

K amsan , who said that the res- 
ignation had not yet been 
approved. 

“Chheng Phon asked him to 
slow down his anger and told 
him there was no need to 
resign,” said Samraing 
Kamsan. acknowledging that 
organisational problems in the 
NEC have left many frustrat- 
ed and over-tired 
The committee, widely seen 
as being stacked in favour of 
Hun Sen’s ruling partv, has 
been criticised for taking a 
passive approach to com- 
plaints of irregularities. 

It has also been at the centre 


of a controversy over a 
changed formula for allocat- 
ing parliamentary seats to the 
election winners. 

Last week it became gener- 
ally known thar a draft formu- 
la for the calculations had 
been slightly amended some- 
time before "die election. 

The newer method favours 
the party winning the most 
sears in any given district. In 
practice this favours the ruling 
CPR providing them with an 
extra five seats, enough to 
attain a parliamentary majori- 
ty- 

Tbe committee says the 
change was legal and 
approved by the political par- 
ties before the election, but 
has been unable to provide the 
reasoning behind the change. 

The main opposition parties 
have called on the NEC to 
recount ballots in areas where 
they suspect irregularities, 
threatening to' boycott the 
National Assembly if their 
concerns are not met. 

Wednesday a handful of 
politicians launched a call for 
a total recount 

Without the opposition’s 
attendance, the assembly is 
unlikely to have present the 


two-thirds of its 122 members 
needed to conduct any major 
business. 

"They have the right to 
request the recount of all bal- 
lots. but tor this we need a lot 
of time, money, and people," 
said spokesman Samraing 
Kamsan, adding that he 
doubled the request would get 
very' far. 

The recounting of votes 
from three communes in the 
southern province of Takeo 
began Tuesday following sev- 
eral delays, and Wednesday 
officials were starting on 
recounts for two communes in 
Kampong Speu province, just 
west of the capital. 

The election was held one 
year after Hun Sen ousted 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh as 
his co-premier in a violent 
coup d’e'taL shattering a tense 
dual premiership formed after 
the UN.-sponsored elections 
in 1993. Prince Ranariddh 
heads the FUNCDVPEC party, 
the main challenger in the 
election. 

Hun Sen hoped the polls 
would win back his legitima- 
cy in the international arena 
and aid lost after his power 
grab. 


Typhoon hits China as another 
major Yangtze dyke bursts 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Typhoon Otto slammed 
into the east coast of China 
Wednesday, as attempts to 
save a second major dyke 
on the Yangtze River, hit 
by the worst flooding since 
1954, were abandoned 

“The dyke near Jiujiang 
has already burst and the 
authorities have already 
abandoned any attempts to 
contain it,” a local journal- 
ist told AFP by telephone. 
“Some pepple must have 
died but it’s too early to 
say yet.” 

Flood prevention offi- 
cials in Jiujiang and neaifey 
Ruichang confirmed that a 
major dyke on the main 
Yangtze River stream had 
gone, but denied there had 
been any casualties. 

“We had wanting, and all 
the people in the area were 
evacuated before the dyke 
went,” said a Jiujiang offi- 
cial. He said local authori- 
ties were continuing evac- 
uations of local residents 
from the area on the out- 
skirts of the city but 
declined to give further 
details. 

Sources Tuesday report- 
ed the first major dyke 
burst of the year in Jiayu 


district, some 70 kilome- 
tres from Wuhan, with 
hundreds of soldiers and 
civilians swept to their 
deaths. 

The Hong Kong-based 
Information Centre of 
Human . Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China said the surprise 
break drowned hundreds. 
But while local officials 
and the state media 
acknowledged the acci- 
dent. they only confirmed 
one soldier’s death. 

Xinhua has reported that 
dykes in the Yangtze basin 
are in danger of giving way 
in 3,200 locations. 1,800 of 
which would cause “major 
ruptures.” 

Following rainstorms in 
the upper reaches of the 
Yangtze, record high water 
levels were expected to hit 
the industrial city of 
Wuhan Thursday, the offi- 
cial China Daily reported. 

Meanwhile typhoon Otto 
hit the southeast province 
of Fujian province early 
Wednesday and was 
expected to worsen the 
flood threat in the central 
and eastern Yangtze basin. 

More than two million 
civilians and soldiers have 


been mobilised along the 
Yangtze to reinforce 
defences and watch for 
leaks that can rapidly 
become deadly ruptures, 
the official Xinhua news 
agency said. 

Typhoon Otto, which 
killed four people and left 
another missing in Taiwan, 
was pushing north, will 
likely have the most imme- 
diate irapacr on Zhejiang, 
Jiangsu and Jiangxi 
provinces. 

Officials have warned the 
Poyang lake area of Jiangxi 
to be prepared for pound- 
ing rains and winds that 
could whip up waves and 
knock down embankments, 
the China Daily said. 

The Yangcheng Evening 
News reported that leaders 
in the central province of 
Hubei had officially aban- 
doned overall flood control 
and decided to focus on 
defending main dykes and 
important cities only. 

The change of strategy 
was decided at an emer- 
gency meeting Tuesday, 
the newspaper said. 

In Wuhan, which bas 
seven million inhabitants, 
the Yangtze rose four cen- 
timetres to 29.11 metres 


above the riverbed early 
Wednesday, a local official 
said. 

Water levels could climb 
as high as 29.25 metres by 
Aug. 10, he warned. 

Local officials admitted 
this week they bad begun 
blowing up dykes to flood 
countryside areas and pre- 
vent the river from engulf- 
ing Wuhan and other key 
sices. 

Xinhua reported Monday 
that “II small dykes were 
dynamited” in Hubei’s 
Xianning county, flooding 
10,000 homes and 10.000 
hectares of farmland. 

Similar measures have 
also been carried out 
around Dongting Lake and 
along the Jingjiang, an trib- 
utary of the Yangtze. 
Xinhua said. 

About 1.200 people have 
been killed in flooding in 
southern and central China 
this summer, according to 
an official toll. 

Comprehensive death 
tolls for China's flooding 
this year are not available, 
but the last official tally 
released on July 28 said 
that prior to the Yangtze’s 
recent flood peaks, 1.200 
people had been killed. 


U.S., Philippines conduct military 
exercise near disputed area 


MANILA ( AP) — U.S. and 
Philippine warships and 
aircraft staged live-fire 
military exercises 

Wednesday near a disputed 
South China Sea shoal, an 
act that could trigger 
protests from China. 

The 18-hour exercise was 
held outside the country’s 
territorial waters because 
of the absence of a bilateral 
agreement governing exer- 
cises in Philippine territory, 
a Philippine navy 
spokesman said. 

At least five ships and 
four aircraft joined the 
exercise, which involved 
simulated air and naval 
attacks using cannon fire to 
hit floating targets, 
Philippine navy spokesman 
commander Salvador Cuba 
said. 

China was not notified of 
the military exercise 
because it was held in 
international waters, said 
Mr. Cuba, adding it was not 
meant to intimidate any 
country. 

A FiJipino Davy official, 
however, said on condition 


of anonymity that the exer- 
cise was held at one point 
very near Scarborough 
Shoal, which is claimed by 
both the Philippines and 
China. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from the Chinese 
embassy in Manila. 

Philippine officials say 
Scarborough, which lies 
213 kilometres off 
Zarabales, is within the 
country's 200-mile exclu- 
sive economic zone. 
Chinese officials say the 
shoal has belonged to 
China since ancient times. 

Mr. Cuba said the exer- 
cise was held outside the 
Philippines due to a delay 
in the Philippine senate's 
approval of a Visiting 
Forces Agreement which 
would provide American 
troops with legal protec- 
tions while on duty in the 
Philippines. 

The United States halted 
all joint exercises in the 
Philippines and visits by 
U.S. military ships in 
December 1996, when the 
Manila government ended 


a legal loophole that had 
shielded U.S. military per- 
sonnel from prosecution by 
the Philippines for crimes 
committed here. 

Hie Philippine senate has 
not yet begun deliberations 
on tiie accord, which was 
signed early this year by 
U.S. and Philippine offi- 
cials. 

Critics^say the accord 
limits the Philippine gov- 
ernment’s right to prose- 
cute American soldiers 
who commit crimes. 

Despite the absence of 
the accord, Mr. Cuba said 
the countries carried out a 
small-scale naval surveil- 
lance exercise in the central 
Philippines Tuesday that 
involved 16 U.S. Navy 
men. 

Military ties with the 
United States have 
remained a sensitive issue 
since a nationalist 
Philippine Senate forced 
the closure of the last U.S. 
base in the country in 1992. 
ending close to a century of 
American military pres- 
ence in its former colony. 


Kevorkian lawyer leads in Michigan; 
Kansas governor wins challenge 


NEW YORK (AP) — Suicide 
doctor Jack Kevorkian's com- 
bative lawyer held a small 
lead in Michigan's 
Democratic gubernatorial pri- 
mary, while in Kansas, 
Republican Gov. Bill Graves 
fended off a challenge from 
the righL 

Primaries also were held in 
Missouri, where Attorney 
General Jay Nixon won the 
Democratic nomination for 
the U.S. Senate seat held by 
two-term Republican 

Christopher Bond. 

In Michigan, Geoffrey 
Fiegei; who has persuaded 
three juries to acquit the 
famous suicide doctor, didn’t 
temper his theatrics in his first 
run for public office. He por- 
trayed himself as an anti- 
establishment protector of 
civil rights. 

His toughest rival was Larry 
Owen, a lawyer who has 
courted unions and party lead- 
ers. 

With 96 per cent of 
precincts reporting, Mr. Reger 
had 271.220 votes, or 41 per 
cent, while Mr. Owen had 
249,746 votes, or 38 per cenL 
Fonner U.S. Labour 
Department official Doug 
Ross had 143.723 votes, or 22 
percent. 

‘Tonight you’re seeing the 
* emergence of a new political 
movement in the state of 
Michigan,” Mr. Reger told 
supporters. 

In Kansas, Mr. Graves held 
a 3-to-l advantage over for- 
mer state Republican chair- 


man David Miller in a recent 
poll but worried he could be 
hurt by low turnout among 
moderates- Ml Graves spent a 
record $1.6 million on the 
campaign, largely to encour- 
age his supporters to vote. 

With 99 per cent of 
precincts reporting, Mr. 
Graves had 220,862 votes, or 
73 per cent, while Mr. Miller 
bad 82,404 votes, or 27 per 
cent. 

Mr. Graves, enjoying the 
fruits of a strong economy, has 
been able to cut taxes $1.8 bil- 
lion in his ore term. Mr. 
Miller promised further cuts 
and said he would freeze state 
spending for a year. He oppos- 
es all abortions except to save 
a woman’s life, while Mr. 
Graves supports existing 
abortion laws in Kansas, 
which restricts access to late- 
term abortions. 

House Minority Leader 
Tom Sawyer won the 
Democratic nomination. 

Also in Kansas, Sen. Sam 
Brownback, who was elected 
in 1996 to finish Bob Dole's 
term, was unopposed 
Tuesday’s ballot for the 
Republican nomination. TTie 
Democratic nominee is state 
Sen. Paul Feleciano, a 26-year 
veteran of the Legislature. 

In Missouri, Me Bond and 
Mr. Nixon easily won their 
primaries. 

Ml Nixon, the top statewide 
vote-getter in 1996, has lost 
crucial support lately among 
blacks because of his efforts to 
reduce Missouri's spending 


on court-ordered school 
desegregation. 

In Michigan, Republican 
Gov. John Engler is favoured 
to win a third term, given the 
state’s strong economy and 
Mr. Engler ’s nearly two dozen 
tax cuts. 

Mr. Reger spent more than 
$1 million of his own money 
on the campaign. He proposed 
reducing die sales tax to 4 per 
cent from 6 per cent and 
reducing property taxes 5 per 
cent across the board. 

Although behind in the 
polls. Mr. Reger refused to 
concede anything, calling Mr. 
Engler "a political hack who’s 
never had a job in his life and 
doesn’t have a singular idea in 
his skull.” 

“J find almost everyone I 
meet in politics ... are less than 
mediocre, have some personal 
character defect that makes 
them want to be a politician," 
Mr. Reger said. 

Mr. Fieger promised early 
on that Mr. Kevorkian would 
have no place in his adminis- 
tration. He emphasised that he 
was not personally in favour 
of assisted suicide or abortion, 
but he said he would defend 
access to both. 

Mr. Kevorkian showed up at 
Mr. Reger’s election party in 
Detroit, saying he had voted 
“for the third rime in my life. 1 

think." 

“He’s candid and forth- 
right,” Ml Kevorkian said 
"Of all the politicians I know 
personally, he has more of the 
positive attributes.” 


Retired 

Indonesia 

generals 

urge 

Suharto 

probe 

JAKARTA (Ri — A group 
of retired Indonesian gener- 
als has urged a special mili- 
tary board investigating the 
abduction of political 
activists to probe the possi- 
ble involvement of former 
President Suharto, a news- 
paper reported Wednesday. 

Armed forces • chief 
Genera] Wiranto announced 
this week thar a military 
board was investigating 
three high-ranking officers, 
including Mr. Suharto’s son- 
in-law Lieutenant-General 
Prabowo Subianto, over 
their suspected involvement 
in the kidnappings. 

“If Prabowo was involved, 
then there is a possibility 
that Suharro was involved 
too," former Lieutenant- 
General Kemal Idris was 
quoted as saying by the 
Merdeka daily. 

“Suharto, who was highest 
commander at that time, 
may have given subtle sig- 
nals to Prabowo. In the 
upper circle of the armed 
forces, instructions may not 
necessarily come in written 
form.” Indonesia’s president 
has overall command of the 
country’s armed forces. 

Former Lieutenant- 
General Jasin urged Gen. 
Wiranto to deal harshly with 
Gen. Prabowo if he was 
found guilty. 

. “The fact that Prabowo is 
Suharto's son-in-law' must 
not exempt him from the 
law. The board must thor- 
oughly investigate and 
court-martial him.” Gen. 
Jasin was quoted as saying. 

There was no comment on 
the newspaper story by 
either Mr. Suharto or Gen. 
Prabowo. 

The kidnappings of anti- 
Suharto activists stretched 
from late last year until 
March, before a rising tide 
of protesL and . violence 
swept Mr. Suharto from 
power on May 21. 

Gen. Wiranto Monday 
apologised on behalf of the 
army for failing to stop the 
kidnappings and the wide- 
spread riots and rapes in 
Jakarta in mid-May, and 
promised a full investiga- 
tion. 

Human rights groups say 
almost 1,200 people died 
and more than 150 women 
were raped. Some have said 
the violence w [ as organised. 

The former president is 
already facing an official 
investigation into corruption 
during his 32-year rule. 
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High time for courage 


EGYPTIAN STATEMENTS that the U.S. 
would finally make public its proposal for an 
Israeli redeployment from 13 per cent of the 
West Bank raises some hope that the tong stale- 
mate on the Palestinian-Israeli track could be 
overcome. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak's trou- 
bleshooter. Osama A1 Baz, was quoted Tuesday 
as saying that his country expects the U.S. to 
reveal the details of its proposal by August 10. 

Considering that President Bill Clinton's 
administration has already withheld its propos- 
al for more than four months, and that all 
Israeli counterproposals fell too short of the 
American plan to deserve any serious consider- 
ation, it is high time for a public U.S. announce- 
ment. 

Some worrisome considerations, however, 
must be made as to why the U.S. has waited so 
long. Is the U.S. public now more inclined to put 
pressure on Israel than it was a couple of 
months ago? Has anything changed in either 
■Israeli or UJS. policies vis-a-vis the peace 
process to warrant a shift in US. attitude? 

Or should we see in the U.S.’ inclination to 
finally come out into the open with the rede- 
ployment plan to parallel with the escalating 
tension between the U.S. and Iraq? 

Some observers are already suggesting that 
the U.S. would be seeking to defuse tension in 
Palestine in order to have a freer hand in deal- 
ing with Iraq. Many precedents in the history of 
US. diplomacy suggest that this could very well 
be the case. 

The U.S. could be under the illusion that by 
breathing some life into the faltering Mideast 
peace process, the Arab masses would be less 
frustrated and more willing to turn a blind eye 
on another strike on Iraq. The Clinton adminis- 
tration might think that some Arab and Muslim 
governments could soften their stands in light of 
some progress achieved in Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations and make their bases available to 
U.S. forces, unlike what they did during last 
February's UN.-Iraq crisis, when some Gulf 
states and Turkey said they would not allow UJS. 
forces to use their soil in an attack on Iraq. 

But beyond and above Washington's political 
game, there are the facts on the ground: The 
millions of Iraqi children who died during the 
eight-year sanctions, and the tragedy of the 
Palestinians and their fifty-year quest for their 
legitimate land. These will certainly not be 
brushed aside simply because the U.S. plans to 
finally make good on something it should have 
had the courage to do much curlier. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fahed Fanck said Iraq broke off talks with U.N. 
chief arms inspector Richard Butler because it was frus- 
trated in its efforts to lift the crippling eight-year-old U.N. 
embargo. He said Iraq also feels that the United States 
w ill find it much tougher to threaten or carry out milii ary 
reprisals. The writer said Iraq docs no! rule out any con- 
sequence if the sanction continues. But what can a weak 
country undergoing seven years of sanctions do. Dr. 
F.inek asked. He sdd the collapse of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOMi wiil not sen e Iraq in any way. 
UNSCOM finished its mission in Iraq three years ago. 
and destroyed all the weapons of mass destruction Iraq 
had. said Dr. Fanek. He said the UNSCOM mission is 
continuing in Iraq for political reasons. If Iraq docs not let 
the UNSCOM in. Washington w ill have an excuse to con- 
tinue the sanctions on Iraq, said Dr. Fanck. 


Al Dustour's Orcib Rintawi said the new American pol- 
icy towards Iraq is based on a belief ihai three mistakes 
were committed during the February - crisis between Iraq 
and the United Nations. The writer listed the three mis- 
takes as: The hesitation of the Democratic administration 
to topple President 5addam Hussein, when the U.S. had 
the chance in 1996 after the Iraqi troops attacked the 
Kurds in the northern part of the country; granting 
United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan full 
authority to make a deal with Iraq thus making die 
Americans lose any chance to exert pressure on Iraq; and 
linking the end of the Iraq crisis with the United Nations 
to Iraq's implementation of U-N. resolutions, and not by 
calling for the punishment of the Iraqi leadership for 
committing “war crimes." in the Gulf war. Washington 
will start a new strategy prompting a call for punishing 
President Saddam for his war crimes, supporting the Iraqi 
opposition, and finally launching attacks on Iraq as soon 
as it violates anv brokered agreement said Rintawi. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Doing without the human touch 



SOME, INVOKING an argument which came with the birth 
of modem science three or more centuries ago, express real 
concern (even dismay; over our increased reliance on tech- 
nology or machines. In many countries, for example, gas- 
station attendants have either disappeared or are fast disap- 
pearing, due to automated gas-station operations. ATM 
machines are replacing bank tellers; answering machines 
are replacing telephone operators. You no longer have to see 
your travel agent about your travel arrangements; you do not 
have to go to a shopping-mall to shop. You can do a lot 
these days through the phone, e-mail. Internet, etc. 

The argument here is that machines, which are unfeeling 
and not human, are slowly but steadily taking over, depriv- 
ing us of many valuable human contacts and connections. 
Some tell you that thp people you chat with through Internet 
or correspond with through e-mail are electronic friends, a 
poor replacement for those of flesh and blood. Even calling 
your'friends over the phone, no matter how often you do it, 
is in no way like talking to them face to face. Due to mech- 
anised, automated, and computerised operations of all sorts, 
we have lost the traditional connections we had with our 
bakers, milkmen, salesmen, tailors, etc. There may come a 
time when students lose contact with their teachers and with 
themselves. 


* At one level, the argument is true. One derives much plea- 
sure. fun. support and fulfillment from contacts with other 
fellow human beings. Man is a social and emotional animal. 
Modem life can be quite isolating, and one dircly needs the 
human touch in so many circumstances. At another level, 
the argument may not necessarily be true, and one — thanks 
but no thanks — can do without the human touch. 

While some human beings are courteous, nice, fun, help- 
ful and supportive, others are not. While our contact with 
the former is either convenient, pleasurable or fulfilling, our 
contact with the latter may be quite disappointing, upsetting 
and painful. 

What happens when you go to one of our gas stations 
(when you are able to find one, that is)? Most of the time, 
you find one attendant trying to ealer to the needs of 10 
motorists at once. He never keeps track of who arrives first, 
and he is taking forever to attend to you. What is fun or ful- 
filling about that? 

What happens when you call some of our governmental 
departments? Most often, the operators do not pick up the 
phone; and when they do, there is nothing psychologically 
rewarding about talking to them. An answering machine is 
not only more efficient but it is less upsetting and annoying. 

What happens when you deal with our hank tellers? Some 


of them are courteous and nice. But many are not. They arc 
most often procrastinating and trying »beir best to look 
important. What is fun or fulfilling about dealing with 

them? _ 

We tend to romanticise and idealise matters at times. Even 

when we used to go to bakers not long ago. what was 
rewarding about the experience? Most often, we had to deal 
with a very moody person who was not particularly courte- 
ous. who did not seem to have washed his hands, and who 
dropped ci caret tc ashes on the loaves he was baking. Not to 
mention the fact that we had to wait a long time for our turn 
and hear stories we did not particularly like to hear. 

And when our neighbours or friends dropped by instead of 
eallinu. noi long ago. who says they always came at the 
most convenient or limes, and who says you always enjoyed 
their company? 

Machines have their own problems. When they break 
down, they annoy us: when they are out of order, they 
obstruct business. Some computer operations arc too slow. 
Automated switchboards may give you more information 
that you really need. In many cases, however, machines are 
not only more efficient and convenient, but also more 
friendly and less annoying than human beings. At least, they 
do not have egos to deal with. 
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Stagnant oil prices fuel U.S. press commentaries 


v.'ti are . . 

In one way n 15 


By George S. Hishmeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


WASHINGTON — “In my parent's house," 
wrote the American Jewish economist “all 
events were analysed in terms of a single ques- 
tion: Is it good for the Jews?" 

Irwin M. Stelzer. whose credentials fit those 
of a Zionist propagandist rather than an econo- 
mist. wrote in the New York Post last month, 
that were his parents still around “they would 
undoubtedly conclude that the current low oil 
prices are good for Israel, and hence for the 
Jews." 

He agreed. His reasoning, in pare “[Oil 
prices] determine the ability of Middle Eastern 
countries to finance their ongoing aggression 
against Israel." explaining that “when prices are 
high, and Arab treasuries overflowing. Arab 
nations can afford all of the arms they desire, 
and haw money left over to finance Yasser 
.Arafat's PLO’s klcptocracy." 

Whatever the future portends the interest in 
(he stagnant oil market has fuelled many a think 
piece in the American prcsscfhe blest mumbo- 
jumbo forecasting “a strategic shift in the geo- 
political landscape of the Middle East that 
seems to have gone largely unnoticed by the 
United States." 

•This shift in the regional balance of power," 
according to Mideast consultant Paul Michael 


Wihbey, whose article appeared in the 
Washington Tunes last week, “is characterised 
by three major trends that have hod a discem- 
able political impact on the region, declining oil 
prices and revenues, the economic ascendancy 
of the non-oil producing economies of the 
Middle East, and the development of a Russian- 
Middle East alliance system andiorcd on three 
rogue states, Iraq, Iran, Syria." 

At a recent policy forum at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy, James Plocke. a 
former deputy assistant secretary of state and 
now director for Middle East research at 
Cambridge Energy Research, underlined that 
the drop at present in the oil prices will impact 
the Arab countries in the Gulf, especially Saudi 
Arabia. 

The former State Department official calcu- 
lated that this year's lower oil prices — $1.50 
less per barrel than in 1996 and possibly an 
additional $3.00 less in 1998 — has resulted in 
a loss of about $22 billion this year, or a 30 per 
cent decrease in revenue. He said this was "a 
very substantial amount (and) the outlook in the 
short term is negative." 

He gave five reasons for the downward spiral 
in oil rates, listed in their order of ascendancy: 
Last year's El Nino (warmer) winter, increased 
Iraqi oil production, "a massively ill-timed” 
decision of OPEt (the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries) to raise pro- 


duction, the Asian financial crisis, and the struc- 
tural change in the oil industry which is bound 
to have the “longest lasting" effect. 

The world is awash in oil and gas. Placke 
explained, and attributed this development to 
the new high technologies, which among other 
things facilitate horizontal drilling. “This 
means, in practical terms, that the world oil 
reserves have been multiplied in terms of their 
(lower-cost) accessibility at prices that are 
attractive." 

In general, he continued, the oil industry is 
profitable at $10 a barrel since cost averages $8 
a barrel. 

“We do not see oil prices going up in two or 
three yeiirs even if the Asian economics 
improve," Placke insisted. 

Placke saw no short-term fixes for the oil 
industry and suggested that fundamental eco- 
nomic reform be introduced forthwith, espe- 
cially in Saudi Arabia where population growth 
is high, about 3.5 per cent a year. 

He pointed out (hat Qatar, Kuwait and Oman 
have introduced some reform but by contrast 
“Iran has the biggest problems of them all.” 

According to Placke, llte Iranian economy is 
in “shainhles — a more worrisome situation." 
He .said Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami's “political prescription" for an eco- 
nomic programme, “to the extent it is visible, 
does not have the right medicine." 


Gregg Easterbrook. the prize- winning 
reporter who argued in the 1980s that oil sup- 
plies were far more plentiful than was then 
assumed, posits a different view about the 
future of oil and advocates an early U.S. com- 
mitment to alternative energy forms. 

He recently wrote in the Los Angeles Times: 
“Sometime in the next 20 years or less, glob- 
al petroleum output may begin a permanent 
decline, even as world oil demand continues to 
rise. Though market forces and improved oil- 
production technology should keep petroleum 
flowing well into the list Centuiy. the peak of 
the Oil Age may come far earlier than conven- 
tional thinking now assumes." 

Take the case of China which nowadays is 
known to import about 800.000 barrels of oil a 
day. At its current rate of growth, by the year 
2015. China will he importing 8 million barrels 
a day. the same us current U.S. imports. By 
2025. China may well import twice as much oil 
as the U.S. now does. 

“If demand continues to expand while 
reserves decline." Easterbrook continued, “the 
oil-price equilibrium will rise: eventually, sup- 
ply will become scarce relative lo demand, and 
a permanent oil-price spiral could begin." • 
In fact Craig Hatfield, a professor of geolog} 
at the University of Toledo, points out that ‘the 
world lias burned more oil since the year 1970 
than throughout its entire history to that point.” 
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‘Convenient dangers’ reported by Israeli intelligence 


By Peretz Kidron 


WEST JERUSALEM — Beyond the close cir- 
cle surrounding Bcnyamin Netanyahu, there are 
few apologists to be found for the policy of gar- 
rulous inaction whereby he has virtually paral- 
ysed the peace process. But their usually thank- 
less task has been made a trifle easier courtesy 
of tw o Israeli intelligence agencies whose pro- 
jections for their respective domains of respon- 
sibility were mysteriously leaked to the media 
within days of each other. Such reports are 
treated with great respect in Israel, where pub- 
lic opinion suJi tends to regard the intelligence 
community as monastic orders united in selfless 
dedication to the national interest Sceptics, 
however, noted that publication of the two 
reports at this time seemed to be suspiciously 
convenient fer the political ends of the 
Nstaroahu government. 

The more wide-ranging survey comes from 
Aman. the IDF intelligence branch, whose 
sphere of action focuses mainly on Israel's 
immediate and mere distant neighbours in the 
Middle East. One portion of the Aman report, 
as yet inc omp lete, covers military preparations 
in Ac various regional armies. Predictably, 
there arc sections dealing with Iran and Iraq, 
forecasting that the coming year will see each 
country raking decisive steps to upgrade its mil- 
itary potential. Aman foresees the approaching 
end nf U.N. supervision of Iraq's armaments 
programmes, whereupon that country is expect- 
ed to take two to five years to regain the non- 
comcrtiOT.il capability it lost in the Gulf war 
and its aftermath Aman's experts foresee that 
Iran too will substantially enhance its strategic 
potential, with a breakthrough in the manufac- 
ture of the Shihah ? missile whose 1500 kilo- 
metres range makes it a direct threat to Israel. 

Equally predictable, the report offers an 
extensive dcvcnptwvi o! Syria's growing strate- 
gic capabilities, notably its surface-to-surface 
missiles which have Nxn emplaced in deep 
silos th.it render them virtually impregnable to 
air attack. Syria reportedly has also acquired 
highly accurate anti-tank missiles whose long 
range — 5 5 kilometres — for exceeds anything 
Israel can field. Ainon believes the Syrians arc 
making preparations for all eventualities, 
including a “preemptive” strike by Israel, 
whether directly from the Golan Heights or by 
way of Lebanon: escalation of the sland-off in 
southern Lebanon, w ith the Synan units joining 
Hi/beilah in its onslaught on Israel's “security 
/one:" or a Syrian military initiative including a 
lightning thrust to seize part or all of the Golan 
so as to force Israel info negotiations. 

In an intriguing innovation. Aman's list of 
potential external threats also relates to 
Palestinian military potential. Drawing on its 
own sources are! data provided by the Shabak 
internal security police — hitherto the special- 
ists on the Palestinians — Aman warns that 
Palestinian elite units such as Force 1 7. Arafat's 
presidential guard, are undergoing training lo 
cover eventualities such as assaults on outlying 
Israeli settlements. In the event of a “unilatcraT 
Palestinian declaration of .statehood in May 


1999, another scenario foresees mass con- 
frontations involving Palestinian demonstrators 
and police in dashes with Israeli troops. 

In view of the long-standing hostility between 
Israel and the three slates to its north cast, and 
persistent Israeli-Palestinian tension, if is only 
to be expected that Aman should find cause to 
alert the IDF command — and the political ech- 
elons — to the military preparations in training 
in those armies. Less self-evident is the similar 
tone of warning adopted — 20 years after the 
Camp David accords — in relation lo Egypt. 
Aman warns that in (he event of Egypt joining 
an anti-Israel coalition, its armed forces have 
undergone a process of Westernisation that 
mokes them capable of causing “no end nl irou- 
blc.“ 

Thus, for example, it is noted that the 
Egyptian navy is larger, more modem and bet- 
ter-equipped than its Israeli counterpart; recent 
U.S. approval of the sale of Harpoon missiles to 
Egypt, for installation on that country's F-16 
fighters and submarines, would gravely restrict 
the freedom of action of the Israeli navy, whose 
own Harpoons arc fined only on small missile 
boats. Egypt's military capacity also includes 
local manufacture of the U.S. Abrams tanks, 
while its air force hopes to supplement its F- Iris 
with the more formidable F-15. similar to the 
battle planes in service in Israel. 

The fact that Aman rcwnts to such an i mu- 
nous tone in reference to Egypt — a country 
with which Israel has been at pease for two 
decodes — reflects the increasingly shrill lime 
the present government adopts in relation to all 
its Arab neighbours. Taking their cue from riieir 
political master.. Aman's experts revert to the 
familiar assumption that all Arabs — indeed, all 
Muslims — arc lo be rcg;inlcd as potential ene- 
mies. making no allowances (or the fact that 
Israel has fiirmal peace treaties with Egypt and 
Jordan. This wary view is also evident in the 
overall strategic assessment in rclaiion to 1900 . 
In a sharp departure from its outlook for the cur- 
rent year, which sets military conflict at a low 
les-cl of probability. Ainon now warns that die 
probability of war in 1999 is "dramatically 
higher." Should the current diplomatic impasse 
pcrsisi. Israel’s intelligence community warns 
of a large-scale flare-up with the Palestinians, 
and possibly Syria too 


Fratricidal strife 


While Aman puts Israel's political leadership 
on notice that its present policy of hogging 
down the peace process leaves the countty vul- 
nerable to a costly and Moody conflict with its 
neighbours an internal intelligence report .sug- 
gests that any change in that policy could trig- 
ger violence from a different direction. 
According to the Shabak domestic security ser- 
vice, revival of the peace process, entailing 
withdrawal from significant portions of Israel's 
1967 conquests, conjures up the specue of frat- 
ricidal strife. 

Having failed so dismally to prevent or fore- 
see the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin by a 
right-wing fanatic. Shabak has learned the les* 


son of that humiliating .setback by stepping up 
its surveillance of the religious-nationalist 
lunatic fringe. The Israeli left and academic 
experts had long warned that the “patriots" of 
the far right, driven by their overheated mes- 
sianic zeal for a “Greater Israel." would think 
nothing of applying force to foil a genuine 
peace deal entailing “surrender" of any portion 
of the Promised Land. But Shabak chiefs, 
pointing to the die-hards' protestations of their 
love for all Jews, refused to believe that they 
would ever resort to violence against Jewish 
political adversaries. 

Even discovery of tlic Jewish terrorist "undcr- 
gnHjnd" in the early 19KI»s failed to shake the 
Shabak doctrine: admitting rlwt the group had 
launched murderous attacks on various targets 
within the Palestinian population, self-declared 
experts conceded that the hardliners would have 
no scruples about using force against non-Jews 
but would be precluded by their own religious 
creed from ever raising a hand against a fellow 
Jew. 

That comforting conviction was abruptly 
blown away with the three bullets that Yiual 
Amir pumped into Rabin's back. It was finally 
demolished as it emerged with growing claritv 
that Atnir enjoyed a startling measure of sup- 
port t»r “understanding" from broad circles 
within the nationalist community, nor excluding 
as more respectable elements.’ Surveys show 
tens ol thousands of young nationalists who 
condone Ainu's deed: while confined i«> his 
liigll- security cell, the assassin enjoys the atten- 
tions of "groupies" - - teenage girls from reli- 
gwxis schools - - wltn shower him with fan let- 
ters expressing various degrees of adoration. 
While the official right wing Iraricrxhtp and 
political parties maintain then stance »»! disap. 
ptnval anil censure towards Amir, an occasion- 
al slip of lire tongue by a rabbi «r politician fore- 
shadows initiatives for u pardon. 

Wlinicvvr Ivcomes of Amir, die public para- 
meters have been set. Fi *nncr instances fit n«ln- 
winp violence — such as the grenade attack on 
a Peace Now puvession that killed one denhui- 
stmtor atkl injured others — were attributed to 
lunatics. Amir lws established tlic precedent 
that "defence of die holy sort or Israel" is ade- 
quate Vindication |nr resort to force. Uric was 
accordingly little surprise when news leaked 
out of Sliakik warnings licit any decision by ifte 
present government to luind over .uidiuonal 
land to file Palestinians could prompt luirtiliuc 
groups to take up arms. According to the 
ShaKtk report, the violence might he directed at 
police or soldiers onierai in evict settlers from 
areas scheduled for hand-over. Alternately, 
zealots might direct their fire at political nppjj 
nents Irnm ihc peace movement, or equally, at 
nationalist politicians earmarked as renegades 
for consenting to a witlKlrawal. 

The police and Shabak evidently take such 
scenarios seriously, their former complacency 


police officers claimed to have laid hands on a 
clandestine organisation engaged in .stockpiling 
arms to resist ail eventual withdrawal from the 
Golan. In view of the absence of any contacts 
with Syria, and no imminent probability of any 
surrender of Golan territory, the story seemed 
rather fishy from the outset. After a day of sen- 
sationalist speculation, the story collapsed: it 
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known for its moderate views and support for 
peace with Syria; moreover, the “arms cache" 
turned ixit to be a stash of tents, sleeping-bagv 
and other such equipment that he had slewed as 
a favour to his unit quartermaster. 

But while that particular instance turned oul 
to be a false alarm, the reactions of the authori- 
ties reflected concern ihui groups of zealots 
may already be involved in active preparation 1 ’ 
to foil progress towards peace. That scenario is 
probably accurate, and it is only proper that it 
should prompt anxiety in high places. In fact- 
however, the official attitude seems somewhat 
ambiguous, with subliminal signs of gratifica- 
tion. It almost seems as though portions of the 
Israeli establishment are interested in putting 
out the notion that concessions to the 
Palestinians are liable to exact a heavy price in 
undermining Israeli democracy, perhaps even 
endangering the cxisience of Israel as a viable 
state. 

Some observers suspect that the almi*f 
siniriltancou'i leaking of the two intelligence 
reports was a calculated demarche ordered s' 
tlic higlicsi levels of government. It would 
indeed furtlicr Netanyahu's ends by allowing 
him to depict himself as labouring under 
extreme and contradictory constraints that leave 
him almost no freedom of action. If we arc to 
believe the experts of the two intelligence agen- 
cies. Netanyahu is sure lo trigger violent? 
whichever course he rullow.s. If he faiK to offer 
the concessions necessary to reach agreement 
with tlic Palestinians, he runs the risk of plung 1 
ing Hie country into an armed confrontatinn 
with its neighbours. But if he does offer t)x« 
ci.iin.ess ions, he risks fratricidal strife. 

Rocked by ihc considered opiniims of intelli- 
gence experts who enjoy high regard in Israel 
•ind clscw here. Nciunyahu is now- free to hfi®' 
dish the two apparently. conflicting reports, rai 1 *' 
mg his eyes m iicavcn and declaring himself 
helpless to ad„p| cither of the two disasow 4 
courses. He can refer to the Aman report in ^ 
arguments with the more outspoken hardline 
m hts t;»r.cmmeni; when the latter advitf him » 
break nif taiLs with the Palestinians, he is-su* . 

^ ihcm whether they are prepaed to ^ i 
respi irv-ihility for the bicindv cost of an 
confrontation with the Arab World. Al the sa"* 
time, the Shabak report will give him the cue f* 1 ' 
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Abolishing chip talk 
distances , 


By Jean-CIautie Ellas 

ONE DAY maybe the networks woven by 
information technology will be credited 
for bringing people closer and for achiev- 
ing piece on earth. If this sounds too 
utopian to you think again . 

Despite some of its negative aspects, the 
Internet is doing wonders by allowing 
people to communicate like they have 
never before. Iq addition to the very inter- 
esting possibility one has to exchange 
text, speech, images and sound over the 
Web, one single aspect of it makes it truly 
different from all other means of commu- 
nication - ubiquity. 

When you send a fax to someone or cal] 
them on a regular phone line, you auto- 
matically know where the machine you 
are “talking” to is. The number you are 
dialling is attached to a house, an office, a 
place with a fixed address, a physical 
presence. When you communicate via e- 
mail or overthe Internet, you don’t neces- 
sarily know where your correspondent is. 
The Web site you are contacting or the e- 
mail address you are using could be any- 
where in the world. In one way it is like 
calling a cellular phone number - you are 
not sure where your correspondent is, 
unless you ask him or her. 


By removing distances these techniques 
are changing the way we think. You e- 
mail somebody without even thinking of 
the location he is in.’ But you know that 
somehow your message will reach him. 
The physical address becomes irrelevant. 
Suddenly what matters is the person and 
not the place. If your friend Leila has an 
e-mail subscription with an ISP (Internet 
Service Provider) based in Jordan, with an 
electronic address like 

leila@zoom.com. jo for instance, you 
know that Leila can check her e-mail ar 
the same electronic address but while 
she’s in Singapore or Buenos Aires. All 
she needs is a computer fitted with a 
modem and a telephone line. For that mat- 
ter, and if Leila is wealthy enough to own 
one of these new cellular phones with 
Internet capability , she wouldn't even 
need a physical telephone line and could 
be reading her e-mail perched on a tree, in 
the middle of the Amazon jungle. 

Cellular phones and the Internet are 
making people more important than 
places. If technology continues at the 
same pace, borders between countries will 
become virtually useless with time. How 
long before we’re there? 


Afghan women under ‘house arrest’ — rights group 


By Raja Asgbar 

Reuters 

ISLAMABAD — A U.S.-based 
human rights group on Wednes- 
day accused Afghanistan’s Tale- 
ban Islamic movement of target- 
ing women for extreme repres- 
sion and forcing them into virtual 
,“house arrest." 

“The extent to which the Tale- 
ban regime has threatened the 
freedoms and needs of Afghan 
women is unparalleled in recent 
history,” a report by the Physi- 
cians for Human Rights (PHR) 
group said. “Taleban policies of 
systematic discrimination against 
women seriously undermine the 
health and well-being of Afghan 
women. Such discrimination and 
the suffering it causes constitute 
an affront to the dignity and 
worth of Afghan women, and 
humanity as a whole." 

A copy of the report, titled “The 
Taleban’s War on Women: A 
Health and Human Rights Crisis 
in Afghanistan" and due for 
release on Wednesday, was 
received by Reuters in Islam- 
abad. The report documents 
results of what the group said 
was a three-month study of 
women’s health and human rights 
concerns and conditions in 
Afghanistan, where the Taleban 


controls more than two- thirds of 
territory and has made spectacu- 
lar gains against a northern-based 
opposition alliance over Che past 
week. 

“The Taleban is the first faction 
laying claim to power in 
Afghanistan which has targeted 
women for extreme repression 
and punished them brutally for 
infractions,” the PHR said. “To 
our knowledge, no other regime 
in the world has methodically 
and violently forced half of its 
population into virtual bouse 
arrest, prohibiting them on pain 
of physical punishment from 
showing their faces, seeking 
medical care without a male 
escort, or attending school." It 
described the Taleban. which 
emerged in November 1994 as as 
a military and political force led 
by Muslim religious students, as 
a group of “poorly educated rural 
Pasbtun youths mostly recruited 
from refugee camps and religious 
schools in neighbouring Pak- 
istan." The name Taleban trans- 
lates roughly as “religious stu- 
dents” and many of the group’s 
leaders and fighters are drawn 
from Afghanistan’s Pashtun eth- 
nic group. 

“With no functioning judicial 
system, many municipal ana 
provincial authorities use the 


Taleban’s interpretation of Sharia 
(Islamic law) and traditional trib- 
al codes of justice,” a summary 
of the report said. 

After taking control of the cap- 
ital Kabul in September 1 996, the 
Taleban issued edicts forbidding 
women from working outside the 
home, attending school, or to 
leaving their homes unless 
accompanied by a husband, 
father, brother or son, it said. “In 
public, women must be covered 
from head to toe in a burqa, a 
bead-to-roe cloth covering with 
only a mesh opening to see and 
breathe through. “Women are not 
permitted to wear white (the 
colour of the Taleban flag) socks 
or white shoes, or shoes that 
make noise while women are 
walking. Also, houses and build- 
ings in public view must have 
their windows painted over if 
females are present in the house- 
hold." 

The Taleban has vowed to cre- 
ate the world’s purest Islamic 1 
state, but its interpretation of 
Islamic law is disputed by many 
moderate Islamic scholars. 

In its recommendations, the 
PHR urged Taleban authorities to 
commit themselves to take “all 
measures necessary to stop the 
practice of systematic discrimi- 
nation against women’s human 


rights" and asked the 
international community not to 
accept any justification for such 
violations. 

“The international community 
should also consider ways in 
which those responsible for the 
vast degradation of women and 
girls in Afghanistan might be 
held accountable before the 
world for these human rights vio- 
lations," it said. 

It also called for re-evaluation 
of aid distribution procedures by 
humanitarian programmes to 
ensure that those most in need are 
not discriminated against and for 
official U.N. recognition of 
Afghan women seeking refuge as 
refugees. 

Aid organisations working in 
Afghanistan have complained 
that their access to female aid 
recipients has been severly cur- 
tailed by the Taleban’s rulings. 

The PHR called for a moratori- 
um on foreign corporate invest- 
ment in Afghanistan that it said 
would help the Taleban and urged 
the United States to oppose Tale- 
ban’s claim to Afghanistan's 
U.N. seat, which is still held by 
the administration of ousted pres- 
ident Burhanuddin Rabbani. 


That summer 

Baghdad 1989 


The calm before the Desert Storm 

Muthena Paul Alkazraji visited Baghdad before the 
Gulf war and found a thriving city heavy on politics 


MY ENTRY into Iraqi air- 
space in the summer of 1989 
began with an indignity in an 
airborne convenience. 

At 40,000 feet above the 
mountains of Kurdistan, as I 
occupied a WC on an Iraqi 
Airways 747, a fellow pas- 
senger tried to force an entry. 
Tt was an understandable 

• error. The door's lock was 

• broken and I had been bold- 
ing it with my feet. He 
pushed, and I pushed back. 

He then poshed back lard- 
er. I held off ti»e assault for 
about 30 seconds until I 
% snarled- “Do you mind. 1 " He 
barked something back in 
Arabic and retreated. 

I was flying to Baghdad 
during a brief respite in 
Iraq's perennial tribulations 
to visit my fattier. The war 
with Iran was over, the allies 
had not yet assembled their 
military hardware among the 
bedouin sands for the libera- 
tion of Kuwait. Nor had 
much of Iraq's infrastructure 
been shelled to rubble. 

As we stepped off the 
plane at Baghdad the heat 


pushed ns in the face like a 
hot air vent on maximum. 
We were pushed to the ter- 
minal building beneath large 
neon lettering that spelt out 
unambiguously: Saddam 

International Airport. 

We filed past shifty securi- 
ty personnel wearing mirror- 
lens sunglasses and causally 
tonguing government-issue 
toothpicks, before entering 
baggage reclaim. It was here 
that two men I had never met 
before greeted me like the 
returning . prodigal, son, 
embracing and kissing me on 
each cheek. I took it as the 
customary Arabic greeting. 

My father greeted me too, 
a little less demonstratively. 
(That evening when I was 
introduced at a dinner party, 
I heartily embraced the first 
person presented. “No,” he 
scoffed stiffly. “Too famil- 
iar." I sheepishly shook the 
remaining guests’ hands). 


Outside the airport we 
climbed into a Chevrolet and 
the tjvo men, who turned out 
to be ingratiating junior 
employees at -my faiher’s 
office, drove us swiftly into 
the heart of the city.. I sat in 
the back like a diplomat. 

1 stayed with my father for 
the next four weeks, in a sub- 
urb close to the city's foot- 
ball stadium. When I was 
killing time at his house, an 
entertainment highlight 
would be the regular broad- 
casts of Iraqi TV news. The 
theme music built up to a 
dramatic intensity fit for any 
Hitchcock climax, but the 
domestic coverage that fol- 
lowed was little more than 
scenes of government offi- 
cials wandering serenely 
around hotel foyers to the 
strains of Vivaldi. 

When my father was not 
tied to his desk, we drove 
around Baghdad in air-con- 


ditioned comfort, visiting the 
city's sites and souks. He 
bought me a pair of “proper 
trousers" (brown acrylic, 
with a crease down the 
front). “Do you want me to 
grow a moustache like Fred- 
dy Mercury's? Then I will be 
a complete Arab," I said. We 
stopped at open-air restau- 
rants for chick-peas, shish 
kebabs and Shahrazad beers, 
and dropped in on relatives 
and friends who fed us with 
okra and rice, wedges of 
watermelon and tiny glasses 
of sweet tea. His friends 
were invariably delighted to 
meet someone from Eng- 
land; so many of them had 
studied in the U.K. 

We drove past the ugly 
Unknown Soldier’s Monu- 
ment in Zawra Park, with its 
two giant arms clasping 
sabres to form an arch. Hel- 
mets of Iranian soldiers had 
been tastefully bung at the 


base. 

We visited the towering 
split dome of the Martyr’s 
Monument; my father had 
been personnel manager for 
Brazilian labour brought in 
to build it IBs days working 
there had, he said, been good 
times. On one occasion he 
had mistakenly driven up a 
road towards a presidential 
compound. Worse, his old 
van had backfired, alarming 
and severely irritating the 
Republican Guard. He was 
imprisoned for 14 days for 
this. To relieve his boredom, 
the Brazilians performed 
samba music below his cell 
windows. 

On another occasion some 
Brazilians had decided it 
would be amusing to draw a 
giant pair of spectacles on a 
public painting of Saddam 
Hussein. They were all 
thrown in jail, and my father 
managed to return 'their 


favour by securing their 
release. 

We also cruised past the 
intriguing Ali Baba’s Monu- 
ment. where a statue of Mur- 
jana pours boiling oil on to 
the beads of the 40 thieves 
hiding in pots below. I spent 
a further day immersed in 
the Assyrian and Babylonian 
archaeology at the Iraq 
Museum, and we browsed 
around the copper and carpet 
merchants off Rashid Street. 
Baghdad was b uzzing and 
prospering. At many sites I 
caused my father anguish by 
taking photographs too close 
to government buildings, or 
with soldiers in the frame 
(easily done in Baghdad). 
More than once he pulled 
over for a shot of gin to calm 
his nerves. 

One evening weate by the 
banks of the Tigris at a fish 
restaurant on AIhi Nuas 
street- Here the fat Mazgouf 
fish were kept in tanks and 
pegged out around tamarisk 
wood fires to grill. Here, 
with tbe palm trees rustling, 
my father dozed and broke 


wind like a satisfied caliph. 

In the bar of the Al-Rashid 
hotel — where the Western 
media set up camp two years 
later during tbe Gulf con- 
flict, and from where CNN 
beamed out pictures of mis- 
siles steering their ominous 
course over tbe suburbs — 
we got chatting to a group of 
' English businessmen. 

At the time I guessed they 
might be a party of refrigera- 
tor salesmen from Wetherby; 
history now offers a few 
alternatives. “Did you 
know,” I proclaimed boldly, 
“that Amnesty International 
has documented grave 
human rights violations 
here?” It was a bit of a con- 
versation-stopper; panic 
flashed across my father's 
face. Back at the car I was 
severely ticked off. 

My final week in Baghdad 
was none too relaxing. 
Between the airline office 
and home my ticket van- 
ished, and they would not 
reissue me with another 
booking until four days after 
my visa expired. This meant 


getting a visa extension. 
Everyday we would return to 
the immigration office on 
Sa'doun street to collect my 
passport, and the officials 
would grin and tell us to 
come back next day. My 
father told me not to look so 
stressed; it might make them 
suspicious. This made me 
more stressed ,and aroused 
their suspicions. They hand- 
ed the passport over eventu- 
ally, and I flew home. 

My father remained in 
Baghdad throughout the 
allied air raids in January 
and February 1991. He told 
me later how he sat on the 
roof of a bomb-shelter and 
watched anti-aircraft guns 
rake the sky like fireworks. 
There, at least, he figured he 
could see when a missile was 
heading towards him. 

I have not been back to 
Baghdad since, but if eco- 
nomic sanctions are ever lift- 
ed, I hope to. 

— The Independent 


Observers say government 
failed its mandate 


Iraq freezes cooperation with 
UNSCOM inspectors 


U.S. aid official calls for 
broader relief intervention 


- (Continued from page 1) 

This week, a New York-based 
committee said the draft press and 
publications law constitutes “a 
grave threat" to press freedoms in 
Jordan. 

The Committee to Protect Jour- 
nalists (CRT) said in a letter to par- 
liamentarians that tbe amended 
. draft law would still grant author- 
ises “sweeping powers to censor; 
' fine and suspend newspapers 
found in violation of a variety of 
vaguely-worded prohibitions." 

“On the democratic front this 
government embodies tbe pre- 
1989 spirit” said Dr Hamameh. 

• Tbe King’s illness may have 
prolonged the tenure of the Majali 
government But with the return 
of King Hussein from treatment 
at the Mayo Clinic in the United 
States, analysts expect either a 
reshuffle or change of tbe govern- 
ment. 

■ Speculation as lo whom the 
-Ring might choose to succeed Dr. 
Majali intensified ova* tbe last 
two weeks, with some pundits 


suggesting Prince Zeid Bin Shak- 
er, former Prime Ministers Zeid 
Rifai andMudar Badran as possi- 
ble choices. Some less traditional 
personalities, including Royal 
Court Chief Fayez Tarawneh, and 
former Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, have 
also been suggested. 

But most candidates for the top 
government post, particularly 
Senate Speaker Rifai, who is one 
of the most-talked about candi- 
dates, have public service records 
that make them politically diffi- 
cult choices. Both Mr. Rifai and 
Mr. Badran are associated with 
the economic crisis that broke out 
in the late eighties and are consid- 
ered difficult options in view of 
the current economic crisis. The 
government meanwhile seems to 
be unmoved by the mounting crit- 
icism. Asked if the government 
was thinking of resigning, a 
senior Cabinet minister this week 
told the Jordan Times that he 
thought “a change of government 
is premature” at this stage. 


(Continued from page 1) 

— The Security Council must “legally politi- 
cally and practically adhere” to conditions that 
will respect Iraq’s sovereignty and legitimate 
rights.” including the no-fly zones that U.S. and 
its allies set up after the Gulf war in the north and 
the south. 

— Iraq will reserve the right to “expel workers 
in tbe UN. monitoring activities who violate 
these legitimate conditions.’ 7 

President Hussein stunning decision came only 
hours after tbe move was unanimously recom- 
mended by his rubber-stamp parliament, the 250- 
member National Assembly, in a six-hour debate. 

Tbe confrontation follows Iraq’s demand this 
week that UNSCOM immediately certify that the 
counny is free of weapons of mass destruction, a 
crucial step before the UN. Security Council can 
lift the sanctions. 

Chief weapons inspector Richard Butler 
refused to give that certification during his talks 
Monday with Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, 
who immediately ended further talks. 

Mr. Butler left Baghdad Tuesday fa 1 New York 
where be is scheduled to brief the Security Coun- 
cil on Thursday on the deadlock. 

Arriving in New York Wednesday, Butler said 
he had told Mr. Aziz the inspectors were almost 
ready to certify that Iraq has destroyed its missiles 


and chemical weapons. 

He added though that inspectors needed more 
time to investigate biological weapons. 

“We were getting there. If this were a five-lap 
race, we were halfway into the fifth lap. Why stop 
now when you are getting toward the finish line?" 

he said. 

Speaking before President Hussein’s announce- 
ment, Mr. Butler warned that if Iraq decides to 
break “cooperation with us and malm a run for ir 
on their own, that is very serious. And the Securi- 
ty Council will have to deal with that-" 

Mr. Butler is scheduled to meet with UN. chief 
Kofi Annan later Wednesday. 

During the last crisis earlier this year — trig- 
gered by Iraq’s refusal to allow inspectors into 
presidential palaces — U.S. and British forces 
rushed to tbe Gulf and were poised to attack Iraq. 
Mr. Annan's personal mediation averred tire crisis 
— and a war. 

In Iraq, the official line is that the UN. inspec- 
tors are American stooges. 

Foreign Minister Sahhaf accused the inspectors 
of creating tire crisis by provoking Iraq, lire 
inspectors “are cops of the dirty American type,” 
he said. 

“This is enough. Iraq cannot continue with this 
ploy," Oil Minister Amer Mohammed Rashid 
told repeaters during a break in the Parliament 
debate. 


(Continued from page 12) 

lives and urged relief workers to 
explore other long-term ways of 
stemming the crisis. 

“The sixty-plus persons who died 
today in Wau didn’t die for lack of 
food now. Their deaths began some 
time ago when their society collapsed 
and the normal means of .survival 
were exhausted as a consequence of 
this interminable war,” Ms. Williams 
said. 

The famine in south Sudan has been 
compounded by the 15-year-old civil 
war between the largely am mist and 
Christian southerners and the Ara- 
bised, Islamic junta in Khartoum. 

Meanwhile, the World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) said thunderstorms 
were slowing down the relief effort in 
southern Sudan. 

The WFP cancelled or re-routed a 
third of its flights into the area 
Wednesday due to poor visibility or 
flooded airstrips at delivery points, 
WFP spokeswoman, Michele Quin- 
taglie, told AFP by telephone from 
Lokichokio in northern Kenya. 

Most of the affected flights were 


intended to move staff into new food 
distribution locations, she added. 

The U.N. food agency operates 
about 30 flights to southern Sudan 
every day, transporting up to 450 
tonnes of food ip distribution points. 

“If we continue to face these weath- 
er problems, we will have to start 
cancelling some of the flights that are 
airdropping large food supplies. We 
need staff on the ground to receive 
those flights," said Ms. Quintaglie. 

She said three teams of WFP staff 
were stranded in distribution loca- 
tions in southern Sudan because 
jrianes were unable to go and pick 
them up due to the bad weather. 

The airstrip in Ajiep, where some of 
the most vulnerable famine victims 
are, was “completely unlandable,” 
she added. “Our biggest obstacle now 
is the weather." 


U.N. mediation offer on Sudan welcomed, but talks progress slow 


(Continued from page 12 ) 

SPLA spokesman Pagan 
Anutm mid reporters: *lf the 
offer is really serious, die 
SPLA is inviting the secretary 
general to mediate.” 

Biff Mr. Amura added that 
the rebels regretted that Mr. 
Atman had made the offer 
publicly, rather than transmit- 


ting it directly to the confer- 
ence. 

David de Chand. a former 
rebel who is now the 
Sudanese foreign ministry s 
director of political affairs, 
peace and human rights, told 
AFP the government side was 
“elated and delighted" by Mr. 
Atman’s offer, but said any 
mediation by tire UN. chief 


would have to come in the 
framework of the regional 
Inter-Governmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD), 
which is hosting these talks. 

IGAD is made up of Sudan, 
Djibouti. Ethiopia, Eritrea. 
Uganda and Kenya, which 
chairs the Sudan committee. 

The civil war pitting the 
largely black, arrimist and 


Christian south against tbe 
Arabised, Islamic north is 
estimated to have caused 
more Than a million deaths 
since 1983, and aid workers 
say the current famin e threat- 
ens more than 2^ million peo- 1 
pie, mostly in tire south. 

Conference sources said the 
SPLA presented its peace plan 
Wednesday mo rnin g, but then 


withdrew it, apparently after 
deciding to amend it 

Mr. Godana, asked at tbe 
lunch-break how the talks 
were going, replied tersely: 
‘They’re going." 

At tbe last round of talks, in 
Nairobi in early May. the two 
sides agreed to hold a referen- 
dum on “unity or outright 
secession" for the south. 


But they set no date for that 
poll, or derails of bow the 
south would be governed in 
the meantime They also 
failed to agree on the area it 
would cover, and reached no 
accord on the separation of 
state and religion. 

Tbe first stumbling block 
here is the geographical 
delimitation of the south, with 


the rebels insisting it include 
the central Nuba mountains, 
as well as other regions tbe 
government considers an inte- 
gral part of die north, the 
sources said. 

At Tuesday’s opening cere- 
mony, Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) Secretary-Gen- 
eral Salim Ahmad Salim 
called for an urgent solution to 


the “senseless and indefensi- 
ble” war. 

“Absolutely nothing can 
justify a continuation of this 
conflict,” he said. 

“The conflict in southern 
Sudan has gone on far too 
long. It is clear [it] calls for an 
urgent solution. We must 
speak out and act more force- 
fully.” 
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Jordanian, Iraqi businessmen 
sign cooperation protocol 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 
Special 10 the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
and Iraqi businessmen 
called for greater trade 
links after three days of 
talks that produced a joint 
private sector cooperation 
protocol, an official said 
Wednesday. 

Iraq, whose economy has 
been devastated by U.N. 
economic sanctions 

imposed after it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, remains 
Jordan's main trading part- 
ner. 

Officials said Jordanian 
and Iraqi businessmen 
stressed the need to remove 
all barriers impeding trade 
and agreed on mechanisms 
to facilitate letters of credit 
at the meeting that ended 
Tuesday. 

Minister of Industry. 
Trade of Supply Hani 
Mulki stressed the need to 
foster economic coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries, and remove all barri- 
ers that impede the imple- 
mentation of deals already 
signed between Jordan and 
Iraq. 

He made his remarks dur- 
ing a meeting between rep- 
resentatives from the Jor- 
danian private sector and 
their Iraqi counterparts. 

Haider Murad, head of 
the Jordan Chamber of 
Commerce and his Iraqi 
counterpan. Abdul Gafour 
Youness have signed a 
cooperation protocol 
between the two sectors. 


Dr. Mulki stressed the 
importance of removing all 
barriers that impede the 
implementation of deals 
signed between Jordanians 
and Iraqi institutions 
through the oil-for-food 
deal or trade protocols, said 
Farouk Hadidi. bead of Jor- 
dan Export Development 
Corporation. “Jordan 
stands in third place in 
trade volume with Iraq, 
after Australia and France.” 
said Mr. Hadidi. Prior to the 
Gulf crisis. Jordan was 
Iraq's number one trading 
partner. 

“Jordan was one of the 
few Arab countries that was 
granted a high percentage 
of contracts under the U.N.- 
authorised oil-for-food 
deal added Mr. Hadidi. 

In a joint statement, the 
Jordanian and Iraqi Cham- 
bers of Commerce stressed 
the importance of fostering 
economic cooperation in all 
fields and agreed on a 
mechanism to facilitate let- 
ters of credit procedures. 
They also agreed to organ- 
ise visits from representa- 
tives of both chambers of 
commerce. 

In the statement. Iraq 
invited Jordan to take part 
in the Baghdad Internation- 
al Trade Fair taking place at 
the end of this year. 

The Iraqi side also invited 
Jordanian investors to 
invest in the Basra free 
zone after a decision to 
allow Arab nationals to 
hold shares in Iraqi pro- 
jects. 


Earlier this year, Jordan 
and Iraq signed an annual 
trade protocol, maintaining 
the volume of bilateral 
trade at 5255 million. 

Of the total trade volume. 
S1S5 million is allocated to 
Jordanian products, and the 
remaining S70 million to 
different services. 

The government says that 
any increase in the volume 
of trade will only swell 
Iraq's debts to the Kingdom 
and harm foreign currency 
reserves spent on imports 
of raw materials. 

The current trade between 
the two countries is liny 
compared to the SI. 2 bil- 
lion worth of goods that 
flowed between the two 
states before 1990. 

All goods under the Jor- 
dan- Iraqi trade protocol 
have to be approved by an 
U.N. committee. 

Jordan and Iraq earlier 
this year signed a deal on 
the sale of 4.8 million 
tonnes of Iraqi oil and oil 
products to the Kingdom at 
reduced price.^ 

According to the agree- 
ment, Jordan will buy Iraqi 
crude oil in 1998 at SI 6.8 
per barrel, down from 
SI 9. 15 in 1997. 

The trade deal is based on 
an annually renewed oil 
agreement under which Jor- 
dan receives daily provi- 
sions of 90.000 ban-els of 
oil and other petroleum 
derivatives from Iraq in 
return for supplies of food 
and medicine. 


Israel points to brightening 
picture for Palestinian workers 



GAZA CITY (API — In a 
major turnaround. Israel has 
not closed its borders to 
Palestinian workers once this 
year. Israel's liaison with the 
Palestinians said Tuesday. 

The Israeli official. Major 
General Yaacov Oit. said that 
other steps in recent months 
mark a fundamental shift in 
Israel's dealings with Pales- 
tinian workers, whose earn- 
ings from jobs in the Jewish 
state are crucial to the Pales- 
tinian economy. 

“It's a question of opening 
a window, and then a door," 
Maj. Gen. Oit told reporters 
at the checkpoint between 
Israel and (he Gaza Strip. 

"A stronger Palestinian 
economy is good for Israel,” 
he stressed. 

In the early 1990s. more 
than 100.000 Palestinians 
worked in Israel. But that 
number has been sharply 
curtailed in recent years in 
response to attacks by mili- 
tants. 

Palestinians with jobs in 
Israel make up only about 20 
per cent of the territories' 
work force, but their wages 
represent up to 40 pier cent of 
total Palestinian earnings. 

For the past several years. 
Israel's frequent sealing off 
of Gaza and West Bank cost 
the Palestinian economy mil- 
lions of dollars in lost 
income and export revenues. 
The territories were closed 
for 93 days in 19% and 62 
days last year. 

In 1998. however, the only- 


closures have come on 
national holidays when 
Palestinian workers would 
not have been on the job in 
Israel anyway, Maj. Gen. Orr 
said. 

The closures of previous 
years were generally in 
response to suicide bomb- 
ings or serious civil unrest in 
the Palestinian lands. M3j. 
Gen. Orr said this year. Israel 
has deliberately refrained 
from closures even when it 
was worried about potential 
security threats. 

“It's a calculated risk, but it 
builds the future life between 
our societies, he said. 

The last suicide bombing 
in Israel was 1 1 months ago, 
and the last major closure 
was in response to it. 

Depicting a brightening 
jobs picture, Maj. Gen. Orr 
cited measures including the 
issuing of travel permits to 

18.000 • Palestinian mer- 
chants and business people: 
permission for about 5.000 
workers to stay overnight in 
Israel; a small increase in 
truck traffic in and out of the 
territories, and the building 
of a new Israeli customs 
compound to expedite Pales- 
tinian exports from Gaza. 

Palestinians, however, say 
any improvements must be 
seen in light of the severity 
of restrictions. Fewer than 

60.000 of the nearly three 
million Palestinians in the 
territories have permission to 
travel ro Israel, and unem- 
ployment is rampant in the 


West Bank and Gaza. 

The Palestinians also say 
long-range improvement in 
their economy hinges on get- 
ting peace negotiations back 
on track. 

"There are major invest- 
ments in the works, but they 


will never happen unless 
there is a breakthrough in the 
peace process.” said Moham- 
mad Ishtaya. director of the 
Palestinian Economic Coun- 
cil for Development and 
Reconstruction, an agency 
that funnels donor money 


Jordan, Romania agree to boost 
and facilitate trade exchange 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
The Jordanian-Roman- 
ian Trade Committee 
Wednesday discussed 
obstacles facing com- 
mercial exchange and 
means of developing 
trade relations between 
both countries. 

Meeting under the co- 
chairmanship of secre- 
tary generals of the 
ministries of trade and 
industry' in both coun- 
tries. the committee dis- 
cussed such issues as 
obstacles facing the 
promotion of exports, 
nigh customs tariff and 
freedom of movement 
between both countries, 
in addition to issuance 
of visas to Jordanian 
businessmen and bank 
guarantees which reach 
up to 100 per cent of the 
goods value. 


Head of the Jordanian 
delegation. Samir 
Omeish. said in a state- 
ment that the Romanian 
side promised to facili- 
tate tne issuance of visa 
to Jordanian business- 
men and investors and 
to settle Romania’s debt 
of S3 65.000 to the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC). 

Dr. Omeish said the 
Romanian side also 
promised to give priori- 
ty to the importation of 
Jordan phosphates and 
to consider tne importa- 
tion of potash for use in 
Romanian industries. 

Surin Potanc. head of 
the Romanian side to 
the meetings, said the 
two sides discussed 
means of developing 
trade relations with Jor- 
dan. notinc that his 


country seeks to estab- 
lish balanced trade rela- 
tions with the Kingdom. 

Mr. Potanc pointed out 
that the shift from the 
state-controlled econo- 
my to a free market 
economy in Romania 
poses new challenges 
which Romania seeks to 
overcome. 

Later Wednesday 
Industry and Trade 
Minister Hani Mulki 
received Mr. Potanc and 
reviewed with him the 
points of discussion at 
the Joint Jordanian- 
Romanian Trade Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Mulki said Jordan 
was interested in 
increasing the list of 
Jordanian exports to 
Romania. including 
medicines, and phos- 
phate and called on the 


Romanian side to offer 
administrative and cus- 
toms facilities to Jor- 
danian businessmen. 

Also on Wednesday. 
Ministry of Transport 
Secretary General Issa 
Ayyoub discussed with 
Mr. Potanc scopes of 
cooperation in the 
maritime transport field. 

The two sides also dis- 
cussed a draft agree- 
ment for maritime 
transport and reviewed 
a land transport agree- 
ment concluded 

between both countries 
since 1975. 

The Romanian side 
showed interest in using 
Aqaba port for Roman- 
ian planes bound to 
Aqaba and Eilat. 


Israel, 
Romania 
sign trade 
accords 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel and Roma- 
nia Monday signed two 
trade accords during the 
visit of Romanian Prime 
Minister Radu Vasile here, 
an Israeli official said. 

The first accord covers 
investment guarantees and 
the second is for coopera- 
tion in the agricultural 
field, the official said. 

The two countries also 
announced the creation of 
four working groups on 
bilateral issues and global 
strategy. 

At the signing. Israeli 
Prime Minister Bcnyamin 
Netanyahu thanked Roma- 
nia "for the friendship it 
has shown to Israel, 
notably at the United 
Nations." 
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Malor Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices 

as at 

1 

3/08/98 12.-05 

Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

UL 

NLG 

FRF 


US Dollar 

. 

1.7683 

0.6095 

1.4800 

142-43 

1j6067 

1743.90 

1,9924 

52247 


DE Mark 

0.5665 

. 

03445 

0.8369 

80.56 

0J618 

988.65 

1.1279 

32538 


GB Sterling 

1.6407 

2.9005 

- 

2^260 

233.76 

2A720 

2862.00 

32711 

9.7268 


CH Franc 

0.6767 

119.37 

0.4114 

- 

96.22 

1.0172 

1178.12 

134.65 

4.0040 


JP Yen 

0.0070 

1J411 

0>IZ7$ 

1.03S7 

- 

1.0574 

1Z24 

13921 

4.1613 


CA Dollar 

0.6637 

1JZ916 

0.4225 

1.0566 

1.06 

- 

1270.80 

1.4551 

42265 


fT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0134 

0J481 

0.0848 

122CJ19 

0.8632 

- 

11 M2. 

3J3974 


NL Guilder 

0.5019 

88.63 

0.3084 

74^1 

71.38 

0.7652 

874.64 

- 

22724 


FR Franc 

0.1688 

0.2981 

0.1027 

24^516 

24.01 

U2540 

33.62 

33.6200 

- 





Middle Eastern Currencies 



Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 


US Dollar 

. 

0,7090 

3.7602 

00770 

3.6402 

0.3064 

3.6729 

1508.00 

3,4220 


Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

. 

6.2894 

0-5317 

5.1343 

0^4322 

5.1804 

212624 

42265 


Saudi Riyal 

0JZ687 

0.1891 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0817 

0.98 

402.11 

0.9125 


Bahrain Dinar 

2.66 

1.8807 

9.9477 

- 

9.68 

0.8128 

9.74 

4000.11 

9.0772 


Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1948 

1.0302 

1.0302 

- • 

0.0842 

1.01 

41426 

02401 


Kuwait Dinar 

3.2635 

2.3138 

12JQ88 

1^303 

11.88 

- 

11.99 

492125 

02401 


Emirates Dinar 

0^723 

0.1830 

1.0210 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0834 

- 

410.57 

02317 


Lebanese/1000 

0.66 

0.4702 

2^4869 

0^800 

2^4139 

0.2032 

2^4356 

- 

22692 


Egyptian 

0.2922 

0J2072 

1.0959 

0.1102 

14)638 

0.0895 

1.0733 

440.68 

- 
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Mid-East Currencies 




Oils 

Last 

raviou 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 


Brant 

0.00 

0.00 


SA Riyal 

0.2&67 

0.4717 

0.16257 

0.39496 

38.004 


W.Texai 

14.09 

14.16 


AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0.4816 

0.16599 

0.40327 

38.7943 


Bonny 

0.00 

0.00 


KW Dinar 

32635 

6.77367 

1.98965 

4.83325 

465.116 


Dubai 

12.68 

12^48 


BH Dinar 

03770 

4.69263 

1.81734 

322927 

377229 


UL Gas 

139.00 

141.00 


CY Pound 

1.9167 

3.387 

1.167 

2235 

272254 
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Libor Fixing 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 



Period 

-1- 

-3- 

-6- 

-1 - 


Gold (oz*s) 

290.4 

290 JI 



Cncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 


Silver (ox's) 

0.54 

6.67 



USD 

5.6563 

5.6875 

6.7500 

62281 


Platinum (ox's) 

377 

379 



GBP 

7.5859 

7.7539 

72125 

7.8125 


AL (3 Months) 

1380 

1363 



JPY 

0.5977 

0.6563 

0.6641 

0.6680 


CU (3 Months) 

1724 

1728 



DEM 

3.4688 

3.5313 

3.6250 

3.8125 


Zinc (3 Months) 

1096 

1096 



FRF 

3^196 

1.8945 

2.0117 

2.1260 


Lead (3 Months] 

656 

669 



CHF 

1.8126 

3^684 

3.6663 

32438 


NI (3 Months) 

4445 

4455 



ITL 

6.0250 

4.8715 

4.6310 

- 

' ( 
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Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 

Chnfl 


High 

Low 

PrCIs 

NewYorfc 

DOW JONES 

8921.39 

6.43 

0.07 

8921.39 

891341 

8914.96 

Newyork 

S4P500 

112822 

1.71 

0.15 

112622 

112521 

112521 

London 

FT-SE100 

5893.5 

49.4 

0.85 

59082 

5842.3 

5844.1 

Tokyo 

NFKK1E 225 

162012 

43.51 

027 

16311.5 

16190.7 

16158.1 

Paris 

CAC40 

420228 

63.89 

1.54 

4202.88 

415221 

4139.19 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

5897.05 

4342 

0.74 

689729 

5837.51 

585323 
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* JOD Cross Ratos 


Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 


Currency 

Buy 

Sell 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

117.6 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1895 

Spot 


GB Startling 

1.1837 

1.1698 

Sugar ($/ton) 

260 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0.3995 

0.4016 

Wheat ($/ton) 

0 

Spot 


CH Franc 

0.4768 

04792 

Soya (c/Tbs) 

24.22 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1192 

0.1198 

Tea (stg/kg) 

125 

Spot 


JPYen 

0.497 

0.4995 

Barley (S/bsh) 

C 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

02643 

02561 

Rice Wton) 

418 

Spot 


IT Lira 

04049 

04069 




* Source: Centra 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Stubby, erect 
tail 

5 Disney Worid 
attraction 

10 ‘Death cf a 
Salesman* eon 

14 ‘Rule Britannia* 

composer 

15 Uoe mixed soil 

16 Two-toed sloth 
Lycantnropes 

19 Wide smile 

20 Twin Cities 
suburb 

21 Half-year 
Florida resident 

23 Sirius 

26 Dagger 

27 Neighbor of 
Saudi Arabia 

29 Spirit-raising 
occasion? 

33 UBe devil 

36 Moroccan city 

38 Baleen whale 
food 

39 Links activity 

41 Overly excited 

43 Con game 

44 Broadcasting 

46 Hollywood star. 

for short 

48 Wood and 
Wynn 

49 Kidnapper's 
demand 

51 Facets 

53 Man behind 
Rmdom'9 moral 
code 

55 Messy places 

59 Ballroom 
dances 

63 Lowest deck 

64 Zeno Of _ 

65 Petty tyrant 

68 Filmmaker 
Reifenstahi 

69 Actress Dunne 

70 Fireside yam 

71 Implement 

72 Surrendered 
formally 

73 Gaelic tongue 


TMSPiazlwi O aoLcwn 



Peanuts 


Y MY ARM \ 

ySE U 


U/HY DON'T TOD 
LET ME PITCH? I 
HAVE A CUTE ARM! 



PITCHERS DON'T 
HAVE CUTE ARMS'! 

~zr 


TIL BET TV COBB 
HAD A CUTE ARM 
DIDN'T SHE 




jSsmdiL 


By FJE. Robbins 
Boca Raton. FL 


3 Remove bridles 

4 Itty-bitty * 




DOWN 

1 Made logs 

2 Formulated 
belief 


5 “Turn to Stone" 
rock grp. 

6 Pot of 

Cambodia 

7 Cleveland 
team, to fans 

8 Portents 

9 Mike and 
Cicely 

10 Bogeymen 

11 Cross letters 

12 impartial 

13 Finance 

16 Irrigate 

22 Half a fortnight 

24 Oriental 
nursemaid 

25 Three-stringed 
instrument 

28 Thurmond and 
Archibald 

30 Riviera city 

31 Dressed 

32 Shade trees 

33 Mr. Stravinsky 

34 Usa‘ 

35 _ of action 

37 Dutch flower 



Andy Capp 


«r«M DU re 



'CHEER ME UP. PET 

— TAKE me SAC*. 

AND I PROMISE “TO 




UP THE DtSER.Cur 
DOWN ON MY 
SWOKBt 
NIGHTS— 




RKCKON PM 
RKAL LLOCy NOT 
TO BSTAK8N 
BACKVVtWsI 
THINK OF 
p— , THOSE ' 
yPBOWSBS' 



r£' i»n n«> mm Sotom. mc. 

n^n iwn 


MjEt MIS. 


4Q Swerve wriefly 
42 Start of cure? 
45 Lion's retort 
47 Sired BiWicaDy 
50 Near sigh ted 
52 Effiike pereen 
54 Gaze 
56 British 
composer 


57 Carols 

58 Spending 
frenzy 

59 Intuited 

60 Butter's bro? 

61 Foreigner prof. 

62 Stopped on it 

66 Compass dir. 

67 Carmine, e g. 


Mutt’n’Jeff 

... . 
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THE BETTER HALF« By Glasbergen 



tho V £^ ime * ft something new in 
the kitchen, all you do is complain!" 
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that scrambled word game 

by Hand Arnold Mid Mika ArpMn 


queeta 




scribes i 


into projects. 

* “So by maintaining a dead- 
lock in the political process, 
Israel destroys the Palestin- 
ian economy,” he said. 

“It's a step in that process, 
not the end.” he said. 
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Jumblos: 

Artswor 


Civil 


JUMPY 
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ACI chief describes private sector representation 
in official delegations as ‘cosmetic’ 


** 


KHALDOUN ABU HASS AN, 
the president of the Amman Chamber 
of Industry (ACI) told the Economic 
and Financial Committee of the 
Lower House recently, that the repre- 
sentation of the private sector in any 
joint council or committee with the 
government is only a cosmetic, super- 
ficial and a formality represen tanon. 
at a time when the government high- 
lights the important role of the private 
sector in the economy. 

He said there is a lack of trust 
.between the private and public sectors 
and that ^changing moods” has 
reflected fbadly) on the economy. ‘As 
a result, Jordan has gradually began to 
lose the Iraqi market which is a main 
outlet,” Mr. Abu Hassan added. He 
continued to say that the Kingdom 
could not even benefit from the 
Palestinian market, within the frame- 
work of the peace process, “because 
Israel would not relinquish the 
Palestinian market for Jordanian 
interest.” Mr. Abu Hassan even 
accused the economic ministerial 
team of being isolated from the inter- 
ests of the public. 

Mr. Abu Hassan criticised the gov- 
ernment for pursuing international 
agreements out of political priorities 
without an institutional preparedness 
and without sufficient studies. He said 
that we do not have the readiness, the 
specialised departments and the 
experts to negotiate and enter into 
international accords. “What we often 
see are only a series of communiques 
and media campaigns ” he charged. 

The ACI president was bitter to indi- 


cate that the role of ihe private sector 
in official delegations is only a cos- 
metic role and that agreements are 
signed without giving any considera- 
tion to the interests of private sector 
and. consequently, the implementa- 
tion of such accords do not get ful- 
filled... _ 

He accused the government of 
excluding the ACI from various com- 
mittees one of which was a consulta- 
tive council for the minister of indus- 
try and trade. He also pointed to the 
high interest rates charged on credit 
and described them as a main hin- 
drance to investment “The Industrial 
Development Bank which was set up 
to support the industry charges 11 per 
cent interest and one per cent com- 
mission on industrial loans despite 
enjoying subsidised funding from 
international organisations and 
funds,” he explained noting that such 
a rate afreets investments and raises 
costs. 

Mr. Abu Hassan concluded by refer- 
ring to the large indebtedness of 
major industrial companies and point- 
ing out that such a burden afreets the 
operations and productivity of such 
firms like the phosphate and the 
petroleum refinery companies. He 
emphasised that Jordanian exports did 
not show any real growth as a result 
of the situation of the industrial sector 
and the economy in general (Al 
Dustor). 


Conference 
attracts 500 
investors, 
businessmen 

AMMAN (Petra) — More 
than 500 Jordanian busi- 
nessmen and investors will 
take pan in a four-day con- 
ference which will be held 
here from Sept. 7 to Sept. 1 1 
under the Royal patronage, 
according to head of the 
higher preparatory commit- 
tee in charge of preparations 
for the conference. 

In a statement to Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Hamdi 
Tabba’a, president of Jordan 
Businessmen Association 
(JBA) said representatives 
of the various economic sec- 
tors will indulge over a peri- 
od of three days in a nation- 
al debate on economic and 
development issues. 

Participants will present 
ideas and proposals for 
establishing small and medi- 
um-size projects designed to 
attract investments. 

Mr. Tabba’a said 20 
experts from the public and 
private sectors will present 
20 working papers to enrich 
the conference’s delibera- 
tions and discussion, and to 
propose ideas on how to 
face challenges and suggest 
solutions. 

Mr. Tabba'a lauded the 
efforts made by the 
Jordanian ambassadors 
abroad, saying that they 
have contributed to estab- 
lishing and strengthening 
the link between the JBA 
and the Jordanian expatri- 
ates. 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19 ) You are in a good position 
to see what needs to be done next Some of die others may 
:qoi be. People in positions to make decisions don’t know 
What they’re talking about because they’re not talking to 
each other: If possible, allow them to talk through you. If 
-you don’t do something, nothing will get done. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The moon is in Capricorn 
and will go into Aquarius today. You should notice the dif- 
ference when it happens because things will slow down. 
An authority figure will want more attention. You won’t 
have as much freedom as you had otherwise. Don’t fret 
It’s a temporary condition. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Education is the theme, 
learning as well as teaching. You'll be doing both for the 
next few days. Just race back and forth between the two 
camps. Learn as much as you can and then teach it wher- 
ever it’s needed. You’re the link between people who know 
and people who need to know. It’s a job you do well. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) You’ve been more out- 
spoken than usual all week, and that's good. Today, Jet 
people know you need the money' they owe you as soon as 
possible. A gentle reminder is nice, but don’t pur up with 
any more excuses. The money should come in your direc- 
tion naturally anyway, but it wouldn't hurt to give it a push. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Looks like you’re dealing 
with some persnickety characters who want to make sure 
everything is done perfectly. You like to move quickly, 
sometimes overlooking things they ihink are important. 
It’s like you’re the builder and they're the building inspec- 
tors. Better to join forces instead of arguing with one 
another. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) .Another intense 
workday, even less fun than yesterday. Why does this keep 
happening to you? It’s the way the planets are arranged 
right now. It doesn’t have anything to do with you. It’s 
happening to all the Virgos, if that makes you feel any bet- 
ter. Now; get back to work!. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Today is a lot 
more comfortable. You should be able to do almost every- 
thing on your list You are supported by good friends and 
loved ones’ encouragement. You’ll go a lot further than 
you thought. Be careful, though, the situation will not cum 
out the way you planned. 

SCORPIO: l October 23 to November 21 ) The sun is in 
Leo and the moon is going into Aquarius. Leo and 
Aquarius tend to lock horms with one another. Even 
worse, they want to do things you frequently disagree 
with. If you notice two influential people making deci- 
sions today that don’t take your point of view into account, 
don't just sit there. Holler!. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You're 
always intelligent, but today you’re also in the mood to 
study. Take full advantage of it and study something that 
will help you become fabulously successful It looks like a 
good job opportunity is in your future, especially if you 
learn the s kills you’ll need and perform as brilliantly as 
you know you can. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) There’s 
pressure on you financially. The challenge is to figure out 
how to invest so you’ll make more money later. Starr by 
paying .your bills, so you don’t have- to pay the interest 
rate. If you can’t figure out how. get a partner to help. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The good news 
is the moon is in your sign, giving you increased enthusi- 
asm and imagination. You are a very creative person any- 
way, butior die next few days you’ll be coming up with 
all sorts of fabulous ideas. The bad news is that you. may 
Med one quickly, because you could find yourself in a 
bind... 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The moon going 
from Capricorn into Aquarius today, an unpleasant devel- 
opment It’s a lot more fun for you when the moon is in 
Capricorn. It means there are parties, festivities, everyone 
wanting to.go out to lunch together, stuff like thaL When 
the moon goes into Aquarius, you may discover a pile of 
paperwork that has to be done. 

^ Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz J 


OLD PIANOS FOR-SALI 

. -- - — 1) XTarl Stolzenberg-German. 

2) W.A. Green & Sons- English. 

3) Allison. 

4) Van Gruisen-German. 

5) John Hallerton & Sons-English. 

All in very good shape. 

Gall: 5528369 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground level w/garden, 3 BR, 2- bath, formal dining 
room; a glassed balconies, fully equipped kitchen. 
Annual lease. Near Abela/Jordan Hospital. 

Tel.: 569-5303 


f. t- '■ 

J 


>iss Jgtuoeh buffet 




' v! - — - - 

JD 11 .500 all inclusive 

Children under 5 years - no charge 

Youngsters (5-12 years) - hedf price 
Book your table now 

Tet '553 04 80/666 Mecca Sreet , Amman 
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Drv. 

NO. 

OF 

RAIS. 

HO. OP 
SHANKS 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICK 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CSANGE 

s 

395.500 

170.000 

ARAD BANK 

17.6 

.92 

20 

500 

10B750 

218.00 

217150 

.50- 


2.300 

1.090 

job. national ax. 

13.4 

<.24 

4 

2500 

4225 

2.65 

2.65 

— 

5 

3.230 

1.130 

BANK OF JORDAN 

a 

0.00 

3 

7650 

8645 

1.13 

1.13 

_ 


1.300 

.070 

HID. EAST IHV.3K. 

68. 3 

0.00 

1 

500 

520 

1.04 

1.04 

- 


2.680 

1.550 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BX. 

30.9 

6.65 

3 

2327 

3629 

1.56 

1.56 

- 

s 

6.510 

2.6*0 

THE BOOST HC BK. 

19.5 

3.26 

32 

20850 

64187 

3.07 

3.07 

— 


4. 190 

2.240 

ARAB JUR.XNV.HK. 

43.3 

2.35 

1 

290 

933 

2.24 

2.13 

.11- 

S 

4.000 

1.G90 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.4 

0.00 

9 

1630 

2778 

1.72 

1.70 

.02- 

s 

3.900 

1.350 

JOR.XNV. FIN. BANK 

23.8 

3.23 

2 

1250 

1938 

1.S5 

1.55 

- 


BMR SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX i 266.60 KSB) -0.19 


37457 



2.850 

1.620 

JOR FRENCH XHSCR. 

7.5 

9.26 

1 

950 

2565 

2.71 

2.70 

.01- 


2.353 

2. BOO 

ARAB LITE XSSUR. # 

5.2 

0.00 

2 

702 

1526 

1.94 

1.93 

.01- 


XHsmuuics sector totals index: 129. 

■ 50 ZCBBi 

-C-1D 

3 

1742 

4091 




5 

2.940 

1.470 

JOR. ELECTRIC FWR. 

10.0 

5.36 

13 

7728 

11916 

1.55 

1.54 

.01- 


.590 

.330 

Jordan rum.. trad. 


0.00 

2 

lOOO 

331 

.34 

.33 

.01- 

S 

4.600 

1.880 

ARAB INTL.tNV.KDOC. 

9.7 

2.05 

6 

2750 ' 

5363 

, 1.93 

1.95 

.02* 


1.070 

.890 

ZARKA EDOCATIOW 

21.4 

0.00 

9 

S970 

5689 

.93 

.93 

— 


1.030 

1.280 

UNIFIED CO. 

5.7 

8.53 

6 

1500 

1907 

1.28 

1.29 

.01+ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 111.14 *CDBt 

*0.14 

39 

19028 

25267 





4.000 

1.840 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

11.4 

5.70 

17 

5738 

13139 

1.92 

1.93 

.01+ 

4 

4.110 

1.75Q 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINKS 

17.9 

0.00 

3 

950 

1611 

1.75 

1.69 

.06- 


11.250 

9.B70 

JOR. PETROL. REFXBAKT 

10.4 

8.31 

10 

2950 

31551 

10.75 

10.70 

.05- 


5.950 

4.4S0 

JORDAN TAKNIWO 

7.4 

8.70 

1 

2SO- 

1150 

4.60 

4.60 

— 

S 

1.670 

1.000 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

11.7 

6-80 

2 

150 

157 

1.03 

1.05 

.02+ 


1.820 

1.060 

INDUSTRIAL COHK.AOR. 

65.6 

0.00 

1 

100 

111 

1.14 

1.11 

.03- 


7.350 

5.900 

JOR. WORSTED KELLS 

8.0 

3.28 

3 

500 

3050 

6.20 

6.10 
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5.740 
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ARAB PHUH, HAST- 

7.6 

2.74 

93 
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148382 

2.70 
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5.300 

1.380 

JOR. CERAMIC HID. 
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a 

1050 

1378 

1.38 

1.31 
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2.940 

2.450 

JORDAN DAISY 

6.1 

10.10 

2 

200 

550 

2.75 

2.75 
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1.440 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES MANPCT. 

9.2 

9.01 

2 

6150 

6827 

1.10 

1.11 
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2.890 

1.750 
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11.4 

0.00 

5 
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1.93 
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8. 540 
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0.00 
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.730 
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0.00 

9 
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1.150 
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.740 
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1.300 

.740 

UN IV. MOON. INDS. 

11.6 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY; AUGUST 7, 1998 


Bv Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to* April 19) Your mission today is to 
help some rigid people reach the compromise that would 
be impossible without outside assistance. The good news 
is this looks like it could be a nice day for you financially. 
So. do what you can and you might be the ultimate bene- 
ficiary . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There’s an emphasis on 
romance right now and it looks like you'll get positive 
attention for work you’ve done in the past You're smart 
and you're taking action on what you learn. That's good. 
Unfortunately, there are still obstacles to be faced at home 
and at work. Luckily, you're strong enough to handle 
them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 j Education is going to be 
very important in your life. That’s not an unusual situa- 
tion. You’re about to get revved up to take your next class, 
whether you’re already in one or not. Right now, you 
might be confused because there are so many options. 
Take the one that will help you make more money. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re being pushed to be 
more assertive, possibly by circumstances beyond your 
control. If you don’t speak up, you'll get bypassed, and 
you certainly can’t have that happen. There are things you 
need and it’s important to let other people know what they 
are. No more Mister Nice Guy, okay?. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 J You'll have to prove you 
know what you're talking about for the next month or so. 
People want you to be the expert, but they’ll also test you 
to make sure you’re not overlooking the slightest thing. 
Not to worry. This is how you establish the reputation of 
excellence you deserve. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The same condi- 
tions are in effect as yesterday. Even worse, this pace 
could continue for the next several months. It won’t be as 
bad as it is right now. however, because the sun is going 
into your sign soon. Expect there to be plenty of work and 
schedule accordingly. That’s one of your specialities, so 


don’t worry about it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) We have a Lunar 
Eclipse going on and it has a positive outcome for you. 
There's a clash between two factions and it looks like both 
consider you an ally. That’s one of the nice benefits of 
being.-* .negotiator. Keep at it. You’re doing a fine job. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Don’t bury 
ypur head in the sand. Your perspective will not be repre- 
sented if you don’t say something about it. The other folks 
wifi never figure it our by themselves, so watching for that 
is a waste of time. Let them know what you need. 
SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to December 21 ) Should 
you go back to school? What’s in it for you? What would 
you have to give up? How long would it take? Where 
would you go? How much would it cost? These are things 
you have to think about, of course, but don’t forget your 
objective. School may be the only way to get there. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) The more 
bills you pay. the closer you are to taking the trip of your 
dreams. You’ve been planning this trip for a long time, 
although maybe just in your head. Looks like you can take 
action, but not quite yet. Start by writing things down. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There’s a 
Lunar Eclipse today. Since the moon’s in your sign, your 
power could be temporarily diminished. Don’t worry. All 
you have to do is learn to get along with your partner and 
you’ll still succeed at your endeavours. It’s a wake-up call 
to let you know how important it is to work nicely with 
others. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Keep your head 
down. Two people with strong opinions about how things 
should be done are going to argue in from of you. One 
could be a co-worker, another could be a major client or 
influential person, possibly a bureaucrat. Let them hassle 
it out and stay out of the way. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 
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DA JAM JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" SSSS& 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 




Quality Serviced Suites 

i kpne & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kftchenenes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e- mail ; crystal® go. com. jo 


Studio Haig 

t ■ ■ ■ ■. 

Professional quetityjn 
1 hour service . 
Develop yourcofourffen 
at our shop . and get - 

* JUMBO photo Ate 
30% larger, 

* Free enla r geme n t 
20x30 cm , , 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweffiehTel: 822891 



Vipljtft 


\ fetches - Perfumes 

| tew 

Cartier 

WgtofeUSM VERSACE 


Visit Us At , 
www.vIparab-comMpgHt 


fsfiatan IntT Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
(Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085 


Li 


FOR 
I RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNSBEL 



Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
t*l 5864230 -58651 67; 
Mobile: 079/37588 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

-★****»*.*++****■** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 
Tel.: 03/2014340-41 
' Faix: 03/2014339 





TO A! 
S 


ERTISE IN THIS 
TION CALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 


Uolivier Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 



24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


--ARRIVE SAFE AW) SECURE - 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

B1UNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
■ MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 
079-77390/66271 anytime 
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World Basketball ChamoionshiDS Rush 


Italy, Argentina grab late 
tickets to quarter-finals 


ATHENS (AFP) — Italy 
did not pass up the chance 
ot' a place in the quarter- 
finals of the basketball 
world championships by 
defeating Peurto Rico 68- 
63 in their crunch 
encounter here Tuesday 
evening. 

Argentina also gate 
crashed the party thanks to 
their S6-76 win over Brazil 
and Australia's defeat at the 
hands of the United Stales. 

The Italians were ably 
assisted by Gregor Fucka. 
with l? points and his 
assured assured touch in 
key moments. 

But it was no cake walk 
for Italy as (he Peurto 
Ricans were spurred on by 
an exceptional Ortiz and 
they managed to contain 
Carlton Myers, who only 
scored 8 points, but their 
collective game left some- 
thing to be desired. 

Argentina's success was 
long" in the making. 
Dominating on the rebound 
and cleanly superior in the 
centre they did however 
lose a good number of bas- 
kets. 

Their quarter-final place 
was made certain with the 
United Slates' comfortable 
96-78 verdict over 
Australia, who have not 
enjoyed the best of champi- 
onships and are now 
resigned to the 9th and I2th 
place playoffs. 

Lithuania failed in their 
bid to head Group F when 
going down S0-S6 to Spain. 

With only one defeat to 
their name Spain continued 
to surprise, with Alberto 
Herreras the architect of 
this latest victory notching 
27 points. They also edged 
Lithuania on rebounds. 

With 24 seconds from the 
end Lithuania led by two 
points, but Alfonso Reyes 
got Spain level and they 
wrapped up the issue in 
extra time. 

Russia put up a lack- 
adaisical performance 
against a spirited Canadien 
side already condemned to 
the 9th- 12th place playoffs. 

Polished winners against 
Greece Monday the 
Russians, slow and lacking 
in imagination, were lead- 
ing 4Z-5S at the break and 
then had to wait till the last 
three minutes to seal the 
match SI -72. 

Russia's star scorer 
Vassili Karassev saved 
their blushes with 21 points 
but their rivals could have 
sprung a surprise if they 
had not squandered so 
manv chances. 




Australia's guard' Shane Held (R) prepares to score as Jason Sasser of the U.S. 
defends during their second round match of the World Basketball Championship in 
the Peace and Friendship in Piraeus Stadium (Reuters photo) 


STANDINGS 


Group E 


Team 

W L PF PA Pts 

q-Yugoslavia 

5 1 486 366 12 

q- Russia 

5 1 455 3SS 12 

q-Italy 

4 2 395 393 10 

q-Greece 

4 2 385 379 10 

Puerto Rico 

2 4 438 443 8 

Canada 

1 5 419 4S4 7 

Group F 


Team 

W L PF PA Pts 

q-United Slates 

5 1 511 430 11 

q-Spain 

5 1 457 429 11 

q-Lithuania 

4 2 472 432 10 

q- Argentina 

3 3 436 428 9 

Australia 

3 3 432 427 9 

Brazil 

1 5 399 456 7 


15th Place 
Senegal 
13th Place 
Nigeria 


S. Korea 72 


Friday, Aug. 7 
Quarterfinals 
Match 5 

Yugoslavia v*. Argentina. 1215 
Match 6 

Greece vs. Spain. 1430 
Match 7 

Russia vs. Lithuania, 1645 
Match 8 

Italy vs. United States. 1900 
Consolation Round 
Match 3 

Pueno Rico vs. Brazil, 0800 
Match 4 

Canada vs. Australia. 1000 


Hoddle gives fresh snub for Gascoigne 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Miiidlevbmugh midfielder Paul 
Giiscvngne was given a fresh 
snub by England coach Glenn 
Huddle on Tucsdav when he 
was left out of a 29-man squad. 

Lo drool and .Arsenal play- 
ers are unavailable due to club 
duties for ihe get -together from 
August which is 

designed as an early prepara- 
tion for the first European 
Championships qualifying 
game against Sweden next 
men*. 

But e\en though Hoddle is 
therefore without Tony Adams. 
David Seaman. Ray Parlour. 
Martin Kcown. Michael Owen. 
Steve McManaman. Jamie 
Redknapp. Paul Irtce and 
Dominic Maneo. there is still 
no place for Gascoigne. 

TTtc wounds of ht.s public 
faliing-out with the England 
coach in the build-up to the 
World Cup. when he was 
excluded from the final squad 


of 22. have clearly n>n yet 
healed. 

And, at the age of 31. there 
seems little time left for a rec- 
onciliation. unless the midfield- 
er can start to rediscover hts lost 
form and fitness with 
Middlesbrough this season. 

Hoddle said: "The Gnwa sit- 
uation still goes on. The door is 
not shut for him. 

"He needs to be filter than 
ever before, and I will be look- 
ing sen closely as to how he 
stans the season. “There are a 
few players in the some situa- 
tion — Matthew Lc Ussier, for 
instance." 

The England coach added: 
“It's u good dmc for us to touch 
base with everyone after the 
World Cup. There ore some 
youngsters from the England 
L‘ndcr-2ls for us to have a 
dose look aL 

“This also gives players like 
Philip Neville and Ian Walker 
the chance to get back on 


board. We wili obv:.'«us!y be 
kvkmg t- wards the Sweden 
gome <i> wcis. 

Hoddle ho- turned firmly to 
ynuih a-, he aim* JO build a 
squad capable of budding tor 
the future *.T! the bock of the 
huf>:s nu-cd by the World Cup 

Sever. > outre uncapped play- 
ers catch the eye as the first 
signs of Huddle's po-t-World 
Cup inJcnaju- become Jeor. 

Leicester -inker Ensile 
Heskey. Cover.tr> forward 
Darren Huckerby. V«rw ich 
winger Darren F.idie. Ipswich 
duo Richard Wnght and Kicron 
Dyer. Newcastle x; fr -nmc Carl 
Serrunt and Sheffield United's 
Wayne Quinn ali get their 
chance in impress 

England squad: 71m 

Flowers < Blackburn!. Nigel 
Martyn i Leeds •. Ian WjJker 
i Toner, ham . Richard Wright 
i Ipswich 1 . Scl Campbell 
iTotterdiarr.-. Wayne Qumr. 
i Sheffield United *. Carl Seram 


( New cast Jc >. Kieron Dy cr 
‘ Ipsw ich i. Drjrcn ! luckcibv 
iCiwcntry ■. Rio Fcixlinand 
(West Haul!. Gareth S»Hitligate 
i Aston Villa i. Gary Neville 
(Manchester United*. Phil 
Neville (Manchester Uiutcdk 
Darren ArsJerton ! Titanium i. 
David Beckham (Manchester 
United:. Graeme Lc Saux 
(Cheise.1-. Andy iiinchclifte 
i Sheffield Wednesday ». Nicky 
Butt (Manchester United'. Rob 
Lee ■ New Civile t. Darren Eadic 
t Norwich'. Errata Hc-.kcy 
tLesce-ter'. Paul Mcr*nn 
tM:dJiC'bn’ugh). Paul -S*. holes 
\ Manchester United t. Lev 
Ferdinand (Tottenham}, Alan 
Shearer 'Newcastle i. Teddy 
Shcnnsham (Manchester 
United). Dmn Dublin 
iCiwcr.tr.*. Ian Wnght (West 
Hami. Andy Cole 'Muncltcstcr 
United;. 


Wrexham 


WREXHAM (AFP) — 
Former Liverpool idol Ian 
Rush signed a one-year 
deal to become player- 
coach at English second 
division outfit Wrexham on 
Wednesday. 

The 37-year-old striker 
moves to the north Welsh 
club after a nomadic season 
which included spells at 
Leeds United, Newcastle 
and Sheffield United. 

The veteran Welsh inter- 
national said it was the first 
step towards a career in 
soccer management. “It is 
something I have always 
wanted to do." he said. 

“Money was not impor- 
tant. I had offers from 
Japan and Europe but I like 
the set-up at Wrexham and 
I con learn the coaching 
trade." He is expected to 


Saturday s Second 

Division clash at home to 


Japan 
to form 
a young 
team 
for Asian 
Games 


TOKYO (AFPi — Japan 
will send a young team to 
the Asian Games in 
December to prepare for the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 

“We are going to form a 
team mainly with players 
who will be under 23 at the . 
Sydney Olympics. They 
should he under 21 now, but 
we are going to add some 
more older players too.” 
said Japanese ’ Football 
Association official Hiroshi 
Onozawa. 

The announcement will be 
welcomed by the Asian 
Football Confederation 
(AFO which is battling 
with the Olympic Coutfcil . 
of Asia ( OCA ) over eligibii- . 
iiy for the Bangkok Games. , 

The Olympics is limited to 
under-23 players, hut there 
is no limit for the Asian 
Games, though the AFC 
wants an Under-23 rule. 

Japan, bronze medallists 
at the 1968 Mexico 
Olympics in 196S. but only 
qualified again in Atlanta in 
1996. 

“It is possible that a new 
coach of the Japanese 
national team will also lead 
the team for the Asian * 
Games." JFA vice president 
Kunishigc Kumamoto was 
quoted by Jiji Press sis liv- 
ing. 

Japan has jet to name the 
new national couch to 
replace Takeshi Okadu who 
resigned after Japan lost 
three mntciies in their pre- 
liminary pump at (he World 
Cup finals in France. 


O’Brien drops 
Kuerten in du Maurier 


TORONTO (API — Alex 
O’Brien, who qualified for 
the- main draw when 
TTiomas Enqvist withdrew, 
upset Gustavo Kuerten 6-3. 
7-6 (7-2) Tuesday in the 
$2.4 million du Maurier 
Open. 

O’Brien had to retire dur- 
ing qualifying Sunday 
because of cramps. But 
when Enqvist. the No. 12 
seed pulled out. O'Brien 
made the field as the top- 
ranked qualifying loser. 

“I was so nervous (in 
qualifying) that 1 couldn't 
hit a ball on (he court.” 
O'Brien said. “I guess I 
have some mental troubles, 
my mind is not too clear. 

“But I hud an extra day 
and all l did was relax and 
sleep in late and that 
seemed to help." 

Against Kuerten, the No. 
12 seed and 1997 French 
Open champion, O’Brien 
showed a strong serve-and- 
volley game. 

“I was thinking I was 
going to he on TV, f could 


go out there and make a 
complete ass of myself and 
lose 6-0, 6-0." 

O'Brien said. “But maybe 
that helped me relax a little 
beeausewhen you think 
about the worst thing that 
could happen to you. really, 
the bottom line is it’s not 
that bad." 

In 1997. O'Brien rose to 
No. 30 in the ATP rankings, 
a jumpof 172 spots. He has 
since slid to No. 147. 

"The greatest feeling for a 
tennis player is to win," he 
said. “The mind is 95 per 
cent of this game and if I 
can keep it clear and 
focused then J can win some 
matches." 

Kuerten's head was never 
in the game. 

“I've played too many 
tournaments." he said. “I 
wasn't too motivated to 
play and I'm a little bit 
tired. I didn't even sec what 
he was doing, what 1 was 
doing." 

In other matches, sixth- 
seeded Richard Krajicek 
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Gustavo Kuerten 


oris 


reached the third round with 
a 6-4, 6-4 victory over 
South African David 
Nainkin and seventh-seeded 
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden 
defeated Australian Scon 
Draper 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 in the 
other second-round match. 

Also. No. 9 seed Alberto 
Costa of Spain defeated 
Australia's Jason 

Stoltenberg 7-5. 6-4; No. 15 
Fabrice Santoro of France 
downed Martin Daram of 
the Czech Republic 6-1, 6- 
4: and I7th-seeded Nicolas 
Kiefer of Germany beat 
Canada's Daniel Nestor 6-2, 
7-6 (7-1). 

No. 16 Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa retired five 
games into his match with 
Australia's Michael Tebbutt 
because of a groin injury. 

Ukraine's Andrei 

Medvedev withdrew' with 
the flu before his march 
with France's Guillaume 
Raoux. He was replaced by 
Finnish qualifier Tuomas 
Ketola. who lost 7-5, 6-3. 
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National League 


American League 


Houston 
Montreal 
Pittsburgh 
Atlanta 
NY Mets 
Chicago Cubs 
-St Louis 

Sun Diego 


Florida 
Los Angeles 
Colorado 
Cincinnati 
San Francisco 
Arizona 
Milwaukee 
Philadelphia 


4 ( 10 Innings) 
1 


6 (10 Innings) 
0 


NY Yankees 
NY Yankees 
Chi White Sox 
Baltimore 
Kansas City 
Texas 
Anaheim 
Boston 


Oakland 
Oakland 
Tampa Bay 
Detroit 
Minnesota 
Toronto 
Cleveland 
Seattle 


4(IstGm) 

5 (2nd Gffl) . 

6 


/''"CI.XLMA 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 


PLAZA 


CINt-MA tU_5frT742D 

CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


HsharnTtelheate 
TEL: 4625155 
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Leonardo DiCaprio. Jn 


Comedian Add Imam .. in 

AL ZATEM 


Comedian Adel Imam . 

AL ZA'EEM 


<;pNcqjip„L 

Adel Imam & Vmsm... in 


ABDOUN 

7tamv.cns.com.jolCtiIIeria 


ABDOUN 


STARTING fULY 13TH 


A LETTER TO THE i! ComrriMH Add Imam .. in 


THE MAN IN • 

THE IRON MASK: Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:2 


Shows,: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, «:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 
6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


} Additional shows Thursday and Aaa:Uot:ai show* Thursday and., 
j Tnday evenings uf 12 : 3 G Friday evenings at 1230 


GOVERNOR 

Hhiwi :z 3.V. MB'. « S5 II! ?e\ 
C0NO2RP.15I 

DRACULA 

Shows. IWurIv 


AL ZA'EEM 


Comedian Add Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 


r^uii.wT'” 0 


•Shows: 12:30, 330, 6:30, 9:30 j ! Shows: 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 1Q;30 


The Authority in the . ^ n 0n |* Th ere ^ betwet 
; Service of the People' 


Additional shows Thursday 


f\ and Friday evenings at 22:30 


Additional show's Thursdav and 
I Friday awnings at 72:30 


Starring Hisharn Yane S 
and the group 

Ft (TscTA-af.cwv* call: 4M01S5. . 
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Steffi Graf 


Graf rolls past Halard-Decugis 




PA 


A i.: 



SAN DIEGO (AFP) — 
Steffi Graf swept aside Julie 
Halard-Decugis of France 
6-2, 6-2 to reach the second 
round of the WTA Tour 
event here Tuesday, retain- 
ing her undefeated record in 
San Diego. 

. . Graf has played the event 
-.on four previous occasions, 
^winning: the title every time. 
Fifth seeded Conchita 
^Martinez of Spain also 
advanced, beating 

American Kimberly Po 6-4, 
■6-2, and there was victory 
for number eight seed 
[^Nathalie Tauziat of France, 
? who outlasted Taiwan's Shi- 
- Ting Wang 7-5, 3-6, 6-1. 
But seventh seed Irina 
-'Spiriea of Romania was 
upset, falling 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 
to South Africa’s Jeannette 
Kruger. 

- Graf dominated Halard- 
Decugis with her lethal 
-forehand, often overpower- 
ing her slightly built oppo- 
nent Although Halard- 
Becugis often made some 
'Ixunrecums under pressure 
.InTBie hard-hitting rallies, it 
■"wSftfie German' who dictat- 
ed play and usually forced 
the error. 

. Graf’s first break earned 
her a 3-1 lead, and she 
broke again for the set In 
the second set Graf swiftly 
built a 4-0 lead, but then 
dropped her serve for the 
only time in the match. The 
French woman’s reprieve 
was only temporary though 
as Graf claimed eight of the 


final nine points to wrap up 
victory in 57 minutes. 

“We had some good ral- 
lies and some good points,” 
said Graf. “Pm getting bet- 
ter and better. I’m feeling 
pretty solid right now and 
getting used to playing 
matches again. I’m cutting 
really down on my mis- 
takes. 

“But there are a few 
things I have to work on, 
like when I started having 
cramps in the third set last 
week because I haven’t 
really been used to playing 
very long. That’s one of the 
things I need to be working 
on in the next two or three 
weeks.” 

Kruger had lost four times 
to Spiriea, conceding the 
their last two meetings 
meekly. It was, she decided, 
time for a change. 

“I told myself that the 
only way I would win this 
match was to go for it, 
because if you give her any 
time on her shots she can 
just blow you off the court,” 
said Kruger. 

“The biggest dung was for 
me to say I was going to be 
aggressive on every single 
shot from beginning to end, 
and it worked out Today 
was very key for me, 
because I proved I can win 
the match by going after it” 

Tauziat returned to court 
for the first time since con- 
testing the Wimbledon 
final, and blamed her lay- 
off for struggling to beat a 



THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
AMMAN, JORDAN 

Registration Prc-K-12 for the 1998/99 school year is 
scheduled for Monday, August 10, 1998 from 9:00 
a.m -12:00 noon in the school’s multipurpose room. 

For more information please call 
581-3944 or 581-3946 



The Water Improvement and Conservation Project 
(WQ1CP), Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 
invites qualified Jordanian Consulting firms 
to submit proposals for 
; Human Resources Development activities. 

. - Offerors are invited to obtain a copy ofRFP 
'f documents on Saturday , August 8, and Sunday, 

’ August 9, 1998 from the WQIC Project Assistant, 

- room 21 5, 2nd floor 

■Ministry of Water and Irrigation Building in ShmeisanL 


: Cfosrrig date for offers is 12&0 o'clock noon 
on Sunday August 29, 1998* 


£ 


International Community School 

ENGLISH CURRICULUM 

British Trained Staff 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
British Curriculum for children between the ages of 
3 and 11 years. There are extra provisions for 
; non-English speaking children. 

Our school provides a stimulating environment, 
enhancing the progress of individual pupils. 

The new school term begins on Wednesday, 2nd 
. September. Registration can be made via the 
school office on Mondays between the hours of 
. 9:00 a.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

For further details contact Tel: 5521 070 or 

E-mail: office @ics-ammanJndex.comjo 


qualifier. 

“It’s never easy when you 
play a qualifier because 
they’ve had matches 
already, and I didn't play 
since Wimbledon so it was 
tough,” said Tauziat. “I 
need to play matches, and 
now I'm nine in the world 
and it’s a different level for 
me. Everybody wants to 
beat you because they have 
nothing to lose.” 

While the focus has 
recently been on the excit- 
ing young players, Tauziat 
has quietly achieved the 
most successful period of 
her career at 30. It is some- 
thing she is immensely 
proud of. 

“My goal always was to 
be in the top 10,” she said, 
“and when I said that two or 
three years ago people 
laughed and said I was too 
old. Now Tin 30 and I'm 
there. I worked very hard 
for that and I'm very 
pleased. Now I want to 
reach the top 5. And maybe 
win Wimbledon next year. I 
think I have a good 
chance.” 

Chanda Rubin claimed 
her most decisive victory in 
more than three years when 
she dropped only one game 
to Yayuk Basuki, winning 
6-0, 6-1 in just 50 minutes. 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

FAX: 

5696183 


Argentina 

ace 

heading 
for Arsenal 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger hopes to make 
Argentina defender Nelson 
Vivas his first major sign- 
ing of the summer. Wenger 
wants the defender’s £2 
million ($3.2 million) 
transfer from Swiss side 
Lugano to be completed in 
time for Sunday's Charity 
Shield clash with 
Manchester United at 
Wembley. 

“We are very hopeful and 
close to completing the 
deal for Vivas,” said the 
Arsenal boss. “It should go 
through at any stage and of 
course we would like him 
to play in the Charity 
Shield.” 

Vice-chairman David 
Dein was alongside 
Wenger when he made the 
announcement. His only 
other buy this season has 
been French full-back 
David Grondin. 

But the Highbury boss 
scotched rumours that he 
has made inquiries about 
Dutch star Clarence 
Seedorf. He said* “I like 
Clarence. He is a quality 
player but we are not look- 
ing to strengthen that area 
at fee moment 

“We have enough 
younger players coming 
through to cope with the 
loss of David Platt and I am 
more concerned about 
other positions.” 


Wihdat, Faisali meet Friday 
in Jordan Cup final 

Premier League resumes Aug. 9 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A1 Wihdat will be 
looking for their third consecutive 
Jordan Cup title when they meet 
rivals A1 Faisali Friday in the final 
match of the second of the season's 
four major soccer championships. 

A1 Wihdat reached the final after a 
2-0 win over A1 Jazireh. while Al 
Faisali scored an overwhelming 5-0 
win over surprise qualifiers Al Tuna, 
who had earlier knocked out Al 
Ramtha and currently lead the first 
division championship. 

Al Faisali are the Jordan Cup 
recordholders with 9 titles. 

Other quart erfmalists this year 
included Al Karmel, Al Qadissieh, 
Al Mugbeer and Al Hussein. 

The Jordan Cup grouped 40 teams 
representing the Premier League as 
well as the first and second divi- 
sions, and was held on a knockout 
basis with most of the Premier 
League teams having first round 
byes. 

The fourth major event of the sea- 
son will be the Federation Shield, 
grouping the Premier League only 
and also played on a knockout basis. 

Premier League 
resumes Sunday 

The Kingdom's most prestigious 
soccer event — the Premier League 
— resumes Sunday after a two- 
month break to allow the national 
team to compete in the Arab Cup. 

Jordan drew l-l with Palestine, 
lost to Syria 3-0 and beat hosts 
Lebanon 2-0 to qualify to the finals 


Jordan Cup record 
(runner up in brackets) 

1980 — Faisali (Baqaa) 

1981 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1 982 — Wihdar (Ahli) 

1983 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1984 — Jazireh (Ahli) 

1985 — Wihdat (Faisali) 

1986 — Arabi (Jazireh) 

1987 — Faisali (Hussein) 

1988 — Wihdat ( Faisali) 

1989 • — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1990 — Ramtha (Hussein) 

1991 — Ramtha (Wihdat) 

1992 — Faisali (Wihdat) 

1 993 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1994 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1995 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

19% — -Wihdat (Ramtha) 

1997— Wihdat (Ramtha) 

of the event which will be held in 
Qatar Sept. 22-30. 

With action back to local competi- 
itons, the fifth week's Aug. 20 clash 
will group Al Wihdat and Al Faisali 
who lead the ten-team event. 


Al Wihdat top the standings on 
goal difference as both teams main- 
tained unbeaten records so far. 

The much-awaited match will 
undoubtedly be a crucial turning 
point in the standings of the first leg 
of the event which concludes Aug. 
26. 

The Premier League competition 
kicked off in ApnJ but has wit- 
nessed a serier of delays mailny 
caused by the month-long boycott 
of seven teams over the issue of 
ticket sales allocation before the 
Jordan Football Association senled 
the dispute. 

Al Wihdat are this year looking 
for their 5th consecutive Premier 
League title, having also won the 
Jordan Cup and Cup Winners Cup 
in the past two years. 

This year they won the first of the 
season's titles when they won the 
season-opening Cup Winners' Cup 
after a 4-2 win over Al Ramtha. 

It was Al Wihdat's fourth Cup 
Winners’ Cup trophy after winning 
in 19S9, 1992 and 1997. 




PREMIER LEAGUE STANDINGS 



Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

Wihdat 

4 

4 

_ 

- 

13 

2 

12 

Faisali 

4 

4 

- 

- 

10 

l 

12 

Ramtha 

4 

l 

2 

1 

5 

6 

5 

Jazireh 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

5 

Ahli 

4 

- 

3 

1 

T 

3 

n 

S. Al Hussein 

4 

- 

3 

1 

5 

7 

3 

Qadissieh 

4 

- 

3 

1 

3 

6 

3 

Kufrsoum 

4 

- 

3 

1 

3 

6 

3 

Hussein 

4 

1 

. 

3 

2 

6 

3 ! 

Arabi 

4 

- 

o 

2 

2 

6 

2 



By the Associated Press 

STARS 

Lindsay Davenport beat 
fellow American Venus 
Williams, 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 to 
win the Bank of die West 
Classic. 

Andre Agassi of the United 
States won the Mercedes- 
Benz Cup title over Tim 
Henman of Britain 6-4, 64. 

Czech Bohdan Ulihracb 
defeated Sweden’s Magnus 
Norman 6-3, 7-6 (7-0) for the 
Croatia Open title. 

Spain’s Albeit Costa took 
five sets to defeat Italy’s 
Andrea Gaudenzi for die 
championship of the 
Generali Open. 

Henrieta Nagyova of 
Slovakia was a 6-3, 5-7, 6-1 
winnerover Elena Wagner of 
Germany in the Polish Open 
championship. 

SPEAKING 

• “It's tike letting some- 
thing ride on the blackjack 
table. If you let it ride, it gets 
bigger quicker.” — Las 
Vegas native Andre Agassi, 


on his 11-match winning • “I’m not shocked. I'm and second this year. All 
streak. excited. I’ve been working have been on clay ... Andre 

. ^^s^TMe-fiuaratixig. I . _hard and preparing myself to. * ;t5A^3SS"SP»?dctory. over .lira 
know she’s done it a lot of win that kind of match. It’s Henman at the Mercedes- 


times before in the past and I 
was thinking, 'OK, maybe 
sbe’s injured. Don’t lose con- 
centration.”’ — Lindsay 
Davenport cm Venus 
Williams’ injury timeouts 
during die final of the Bank 
of die West Clastic. 

• “I’m in the best shape that 
I have been in a while. It's 
been frustrating, though, 
because every time I get in 
shape and things are going 
well, something happens to 
set me back like an injury. 
I’m working out now to 
make sure I don't get 
injured.” 

— American Jennifer 
Capriati, after qualifying for 
the Bank of the West Classic. 
She lost to Romania’s Corina 
Morariu in the first round 6- 
4, 3-6, 64. 

• “I don’t look at myself as 
the best ever or my place in 
history. It's up to the tennis 
experts to figure that out T m 
just trying to be the best play- 
er I can be.” — American 
Fete Sampras, on his place in 
tennis history. 


proof I’m ready to take tile- 
next step.” — American 
Justin Gimelstob, after beat- 
ing Australia’s Patrick Rafter 
in the quarterfinals of the 
Mercedes-Benz Cup. 


The field for the Great 
American Insurance ATP 
Championshipm Cincinnati, 
die sixth Mercedes Super 9 
tournament of theseason, 
features 19 of the top 20 
ranked players, wife wily 
Slovakia’s Karol Kucera not 
entered. The tournament 
begins Monday with Pete 
Sampras as the defending 
champion ... Albert Costa’s 
victory at the Generali Open 
was his eighth career thle 


Benz Cup was his life 
straight, all without dropping 
a set The tide was his fourth 
of fee year ... The Lindsay 
Davenport- Venus Williams 
match at the Bank of fee 
West Classic had a 10- 
minute timeout before the 
final set The WTA Tour has 
a heat-stress index fear 
allows for such breaks when 
fee temperature on courtis at 
least 32 degrees Celsius (90 
Fahrenheit) at fee start of a 
match. The match was fee 
first WTA Tour final since 
die 1997 Acura Classic in 
which two Americans played 
Jennifer Capriati had to 
qualify to earn a berth in the 
Bank of the West Clastic. In 
her final qualifying match, 
Capriati beat Argentina’s 


Mercedes Paz, who was 
playing fee final singles 
match of her 15-year career. 
She will continue playing 
doubles. 


Toronto: www.tenniscana- 
da.com/duimmier/english/in 
dex-html 
Amsterdam: 

www.matcb4.nl/grolsch.ope 

n 

TOURNAMENTS THIS 
WEEK 
AIT Tour 

$ 2.2 million du Mauri er 
Open, hard, Toronto 
$ 475,000 Grolsch Open, 
clay, Amsterdam, 

Netherlands 


$450,000 Toshiba Tennis 
Clastic, hard, San Diego 
$107,500 Enka Ladies 
Open, hard, Istanbul Turkey. 



Exciting Marketing Career Opportunity 


Your Position : 

- Work with a marketing team to develop a comprehensive and precise 
marketing and advertising plan. 

- Control the amount invested in each project and carefully monitor the 
results of each activity. 

- The role will involve liaison with international and local companies. 
Provide regular information on market situation with competitive 
activity reports. 

Our Requirements 


- Excellent communication skills in English both written and spoken. 

- Previous experience in marketing techniques essential 

- Information gathering, implementation and interpersonal 
communications skills, and flexibility in attitude vital. 

- Should be a team player. 

- Should be a University graduate 

Fully competitive compensation package will be offered to the 
successful candidate. 

Extensive training in Jordan and abroad will also be provided. 

Please fax the following information (all in English) as soon as 
possible. 

1- Your detailed C.V. 

2- Your Explanation, in no more than 250 words, of why you feel you 
are suitable for chosen position. 

to the following fax number :(962-6)-5622680 


Palestine Refugees, requires: 

Accounting Control Officer, Grade 17 (AVN/17/98) 

Reporting direetty to Chief, Accounts Division, the incumbent controls all Agency manual and 
computerised financial accounts and prepares relevant financial statements. Applicants should 
have 1) University degree in Business Administration or related field including course work in 
accountancy. 2) Ten years experience in a finance or accounting office of a governmental, 
international or large commercial organisation within a computerised environment including at 
least four years’ of supervisory experience. 3) Knowledge of computerised finance systems. 4) 
Fluency in spoken and written English. Qualified candidates may be invited for teste and inter- 
views. 

Hie post is graded at level 17 and carries a monthly Base Salary starting from 81,143.90, 
plus Managerial Allowance amounting to 15% of Base Salary. For applicants selected 
from outside Gaza, a Special Expatriate Allowance will be payable. 

Applications quoting AVN number may be mail or fax before 30 Auqust 1998 to: 
Recruitment Officer, UNRWA HQ Gaza, P.O. Box 371 , Gaza City, Fax No. + 97276777555, or 
Personnel Officer, Headquarters Amman, Biader Wadi Seer, Fax No. 5826171 or by hand. 



Restaurant & B ar 


F, 




^Italian 
^Mexican 
» American 


ood 


Open for Lunch & Dinner 

Sweifieh / American Embassy Str. 

Behind the Chineese Restaurant 
For reservation call 5825541/ 079-27002 
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2 settlers gunned down in West Bank 

Arafat lashes out at Israel for 


destroying peace process’ 


Agencies 


PALESTINIAN President 
Yasser Arafat lashed out at 
the Israeli government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
Wednesday, saying it was 
wholly responsible for 
“destroying the peace 
process/’ 

Speaking to the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council, Mr. Arafat also 
reiterated threats to declare 
unilaterally the creation of 
an independent Palestinian 
state in May 1999 if peace 
negotiations with Israel fail 
to achieve the goal. 

“Israeli unilateral actions 
mean that this government 
is committing the crime of 
destroying the peace 
process." Mr. Arafat told 
the 8S -member assembly. 

“Its policies of occupa- 
tion. settlement, destruc- 
tion of houses, appropria- 
tion of land, Judaisation of 
Jerusalem, cutting off 
Bethlehem, and preventing 
the free passage of our peo- 
ple are leading to instabili- 
ty and chaos/* Mr. Arafat 
said. 

“Israel bears full respon- 
sibility for the total freeze 
of peace process and the 
chaos which will ensue if it 


fails ” Mr. Arafat said. 

The Palestinian presi- 
dent's words came at a time 
of heightened tension in 
Israel 'and the occupied 
Palestinian territories fol- 


right-wing radicals, when 
Transportation Minister 
Shaul Yaalora tried to 
address the mourners. 

Mr. Yaalom. a leader of 
the ultra-nationalist 


Netanyahu approves 
expansion of settlement 


lowing the slaying of rwo 
Israelis hours earlier at the 
Jewish settlement of Izhar, 
a bastion of hardline Israeli 
nationalists near Nablus in 
the north of the West Bank. 

The two were shot at 
close range with automatic 
weapons as they patrolled 
the settlement's perimeter 
in what Israeli security 
forces said was a well- 
planned ambush. 

Mr. Netanyahu responded 
to the attack by approving 
the expansion of Izhar. 

Around 1 ,000 people, 
including several govern- 
ment ministers, gathered in 
central occupied Jerusalem 
for a memorial ceremony 
hours after Hare! Bin Nun, 
18, and Shlomo Liebman, 
24, were gunned down. 

“Revenger chanted the 
crowd, made up mostly of 


National Religious Party, 
shouted above the chants: 
“Whatever the terrorists do. 
we will go on" with settle- 
ment building. 

Mr. Netanyahu's right- 
wing government has held 
up the peace process for 
months by refusing to carry 
out further troop with- 
drawals from the West 
Bank required under inter- 
im agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu discussed 
the negotiations with the 
PNA with his inner “securi- 
ty cabinet" Wednesday but 
no details of their discus- 
sions were revealed. 

Mr. Arafat warned in his 
speech that continued 
Israeli intransigence would 
lead Palestinians to simply 
proclaim their own state on 
May 1, 1999. when under 


the terms of the Oslo 
accords, final status talks 
are supposed to have been 
wrapped up. 

“We are only 10 months 
way from independence/' 
Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
that such a move by the 
Palestinians would provoke 
a “unilateral" Israeli 
response, widely interpret- 
ed as a threat to annex parts 
of the West Bank which it 
occupied in 1967. 

Earlier a senior 
Palestinian official told 
AFP that Mr. Arafat had 
sent a letter to U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright urging 
Washington to make public 
the terms of its peace initia- 
tive and “say ‘enough* to 
Netanyahu.” 

A White House 
spokesman said Tuesday 
the United States would go 
public with its proposals if 
a breakthrough in Israeli- 
Paiestinian negotiations 
“proves impossible.” 

But he stopped short of 
saying Washington would 
publicly blame Israel for 
the breakdown. 


WATER, WATER AND MORE WATER: Boys enjoy the refreshing water of a fountain 
on a hot summer day in Amman on Wednesday. Jordan, responding to widespread 
public concern over health hazards from contamination of the capital's drinking 
watet has ordered a full-scale judicial inquiry into its cause (Reuters photo) 


Algerian groups fight travel 
ban on massacre orphans 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
aid groups have started a 
legal campaign against a 
government decision ban- 
ning children who lost 
their parents in massacres 
from travelling to Europe. 

According to the groups, 
around 1,100 orphans, all 
aged under 12 years, have 
been affected by the ban 
since it was imposed by the 
government last month to 
protect them against what 
it called “manipulation by 
hostile powers." 

“We agreed to form a 
committee of lawyers to 
file a suit against the gov- 
ernment ban which is 
unconstitutional," Charifa 
Khada. the bead of 
Djazairouna [Our Algeria] 
humanitarian group, said 
on Wednesday. 

“These children, many of 
whom have been trauma- 
tised by the slaughter of 
their parents, deserve some 
hope in the future." she 
told Reuters in an inter- 


view. 

Djazairouna is one of 
five women's associations 
in the country involved in a 
rehabilitation programme 
in cooperation with 
European aid groups, 
mainly in France and 
Belgium, to help the chil- 
dren overcome psychologi- 
cal problems. 

Ms. Khada said the deci- 
sion to challenge the gov- 
ernment's ban was taken at 
a meeting of the five pri- 
vate groups on Sunday 
when the authorities 
refused to deliver official 
travel papers for some 300 
children at Algiers port. 


The groups are 
Djazairouna, Rafed. 
Rachda, Women in Najda 
(aid) and the Algerian 
Association for Childcare. 

The government says 
some of the groups are ille- 
gal and that they will have 
to organise they activities 
at home and abroad, under 
a new law now being. for- 
mulated. 

"They say that the travel 
ban is unconstitutional. 
That's true, but the consti- 
tution also obliges us to 
protect our children/' said 
Communication and 

Culture Minister Habib 
Chawki Hamraoui. 

“We don't know anything 
about the hosts. Are they 
Jews or Christians? We're 
concerned that our chil- 
dren will be politically 
exploited." Mr. Hamraoui, 
who is also the government 
spokesman, told Reuters in 
an interview on Monday. 

Algerian children have 
suffered heavily in over six 
years of violence which 
has racked the North 
African country. During 
this time, according to 
Western estimates, more 
than 65.000 people have 
been killed. Local esti- 
mates say 300.000 children 
have lost at least one par- 
ent since the violence 
began. This started after 
the authorities in January 
1992 cancelled 

a ceneral election in 


MPs to challenge the ban 
when parliament resumes 
in October after the sum- 


which Islamists had taken 
a commanding lead. 

Ms. Khada said the 
humanitarian groups 
would also seek backing 
from opposition parties' 


mer recess. 

“The authorities have 
been powerless in prevent- 
ing the massacres that 
orphaned these children. 
Now they are using all 
their power to deprive 
them of their constitutional 
right to travel," she said. 

Mr. Hamraoui said the 
ban followed a study by 
psychologists that warned 
of die “cultural shock" 
some children could expe- 
rience when they travelled 
to Europe and then 
returned to the misery of 
their poor villages. 

Many children affected 
by the ban come from 
Blida and Medea 
provinces. south of 
Algiers, the sites of grue- 
some massacres of civil- 
ians in the past two years. 

“imagine a child living in 
Blida. goes to live with a 
rich European family for 
some time and return* to 
his village." said Mr. 
Hamraoui. "His only 
dream would he to gu 
back." 

But Ms. Khada *anl such 
trips had proved useful in 
the past, and that hundred* 
of children had benefited 
from the rehabilitation pro- 
gramme since :: started in 
1995. 

“Our own observations 
show that many children 
who have spent holidays, 
come back better prepared 
for the future." *he said. 
"The> now sleep better and 
score belter marks at 

school." 


U.N. mediation offer on Sudan 


welcomed, but talks progress slow 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
Peace talks between 
Khartoum's Islamic junta 
and rebels from the south of 
Sudan entered their second 
day in Addis Ababa 
Wednesday with both dele- 
gations welcoming an offer 
bv U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan to mediate. 

But progress in the talk's 
was slow and the atmos- 
phere tense, conference 
sources said. 

Mr. Annan called on the 
parties to redouble their 
efforts for a political solu- 
tion. “and stands ready to 
contribute to those efforts, if 
requested by the panics and 
the mediators." according to 
a U.N. statement issued in 
New York. 


Mr. Annan commended 
the government of President 
Omar AI Bashir and the 
rebel Sudan People's 

Liberation Army (SPLA) 
for agreeing to a three- 
month ceasefire on humani- 
tarian grounds in the 
famine-ravaged south. 

The delegations, led by 
Foreign Minister Mustapha 
Osman Ismail and SPLA 
deputy chairman Salva Kiir, 
both told journalists they 
welcomed Mr. Annan's 
offer, but conference chair- 
man Bonaya Godana. 

Kenya's foreign minister, 
told AFP it was not dis- 
cussed in Wednesday morn- 
ing's dosed-door session. 


U.S. aid official calls for 
broader relief intervention 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A senior U.S. aid official Wednesday 
called for a broadening of the relief effort in southern 
Sudan to include the provision of seeds and tools as a long- 
term measure to end famine in the region. 

“Wc have become caretakers for a society in extremes,” 
Roy Williams, the director of foreign disaster assistance in 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), 
told a news conference here, after a 10-day Lour of south- 
ern Sudan. 

“That role involves broadening our priorities to include 
present and prospective life-saving interventions such as 
moving seeds and tools along with food — things that are 
now being done but in far too limited ways.” he said. 

Mr. Williams said delivery of large amounts of food in 
famine-hit southern Sudan alone was not enoueh to save 


(Continued on page 7) 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. force levels in Gulf reduced but ready 


DUBAI (R i — The United Stales has 
enough firepower in the Gulf region lo cupe 
with any new crisis with In*], despite reduc- 
ing its forces there since the last standoff with 
Baghdad. U.S. military officials said on 
Wednesday. 

Chief U.N. arms inspector Richard Butler, 
who abruptly cut short a visit to Iraq f*i 
Tuesday. insisted the LfleM standoff was n»< a 


cost* 

Bur st war. net immediately clan- what the 
reaction would be to Wednesday's vote by 
the IraJi pari lament for an immediate sus- 
pension of L\N. arms inspections. 

The last U.S. military build-up reached us 
peak in February when Washington mus- 
tered ?50 warplanes, more than 20 warships 
and ?ri.0nn vMkts. saikirs and mr crew hi 
the region over j period of four months 

As tension between Witshtiigtixi and 
Baghdad eased after Iraq agreed to allow 
unconditional U.N. scstrehes for chemical 
and hoii>gka] arms, some of those forces 
were gradually withdrawn 


One of the two U.S. nuclear-powered air- 
craft earner, rushed in the Gulf with 75 war- 
planes apiece was pilled out. 

A ikvcn radar-evading F-I17A stealth 
fighters left lire fiimi-hnc Mate of Kuwait, a 
swing- wing B-l Nnnlvr was rcmmcti from 
Uic Gulf island of Bahrain and other strike 
aircraft withdrew. 

Fight B-52 h Hither s hroirghi forward to 
the Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia — 
within striking range of Iraq Kit beyond Uic 
reach of Iraqi missilir- including Soviet- made 
Scuds — were sent home. 

U.S. Defence Secretary William Cohen 
stressed, however, thal American forces in 
the Gulf could he rapidly reinforced within 
Oh IhkJrs in case of a new emergency. 

“Obviously, when wc tlcplny our ships 
bar tlicy deploy ready.'* 115. Navy Fifth 
Fleet spokesman Commander Gorckm 
Hume said on Wednesday- at the fleet's hcad- 
qtUBiux in Bahrain. 

"NVlicii they are operating here they arc 
always ready to do any thing that tlicy might 


be called upon to do." U.S. armed forces in 
Uic Gulf region now include about 100 war- 
planes based in Saudi Arabia, an aircraft car- 
rier with about 75 aircraft aboard, and 13 
other warships. U.S. military officials say. 
There arc about 20.000 American service 
men and women there. 

Their mission is Operation Southern 
Watch, which aims to prevent the Iraqi air 
force from crossing the 33 ni parallel just 
•south of Baghdad and ilius ensure Pres idem 
Saddam Hussein's forces do not again threat- 
en Kuwait or attack Shi ite Muslims in 
southern Iraq. 

British Tornado warplanes based in Kuwait 
take pun in Southern Watch. 

US. air forces also patrol a similar "no-fly" 
rone in northern Iraq in a mission begun in 
199 1 to protect a safe haven for Iraqi Kurds. 

In aiklition. the US. and British navies pro- 
vide a maritime interception force aimed at 
preventing any attempt to defy U.N. 

sanctions imposed on Iraq' after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 


Boring? Intercourse? What is in a city’s name? 


By Oli'ier Knox 
Agency France Pnrsse 


BORING — This town 
may be Boring, but it's less 
than an hour's drive from 
Mexico, Damascus or 
Dublin, and residents look- 
ing for fun con enjoy 
“bingo” almost every night 
“IUs not very interesting, 
but we have a church and a 
fire company, which now 
has bingo six nights a 
week," said Dorothy “Babe" 
Belt, who has lived all but 
25 of her 85 years in Boring. 

Northeast of this hamlet of 
100 a trek through 
Pennsylvania could link 
Desire. Bind-ln-Hand. 
Intercourse, and — maybe 
after a stop in Accident, 
Maryland — Panic, 
Numerous U.S. city and 
town names defy 1 immediate 
explanation: Normal. 

Illinois: Meehan iewi lie. 


New York: Toad Suck, 
Arkansas, or Idiotville. 
Oregon. 

Many colourful place 
names come about as a 
result of settlement of the 
United States by "a frontier 
breed" who preferred such 
names. Roger Payne, execu- 
tive secretary of the U.S. 
Board on Geographic 
Names, told AFP. 

Familv names and coni- 


fer “Cold Water" 

The board is responsible 
for making U.S. place 
names official and reviews 
name-change petitions. 


name from the latter to the 
former, he said, adding the 
panel — created in 1 890 — 
ha* itself undergone at least 
two name chances. 


Denmark. Bagdad sits in 
Arizona. Havana is in 
Illinois, the Florida sun- 
shine heats St. Pttersbuig 
and West Virginia boasts a 


‘The New Mexico town of Brilliant was known by 
the distinctly lacklustre name of ‘Swastika 9 until 
the board approved the name change in 1954' 


memorative names meant to 
connote ownership or hon- 
our sponsors of voyages of 
exploration — or even woo 
sponsors — also yielded 
some odd names — like 
Boring. 

And Spanish and French 
names were often “corrupt- 
ed into English," said Mr. 
Payne. 

That would explain Low- 
Freight, an Arkansas lake, 
which is said to derive from 
"L'I;.iu 1 roidc" — - French 


board member Lou Yost, 
chief of the U.S. Geological 
Survey's research section, 
toid .AFP. 

The New Mexico town of 
Brilliant was known by the 
distinctly lacklustre name of 
“Swastika” until the board 
approved the name change 
in 1954, according to Mr. 
Yost. 

.And the board once made 
a Mountain out of a Mole 
Hill in 19^9. changing a 
small West Virginia town's 


After a U.S. federal 
agency renamed an Oregon 
site “Naughty Girl 
Meadow.” the state success- 
fully petitioned lo have the 
original name restored So 
the spot became 
“Whorehouse Meadow" 
again in 19S3. 

Cities whn.se namesake 
lies an ocean away also dot 
the U.S. landscape. 

New Mexico has its Cuba 
and Milan, there's a Smith 
Carolina town vailed 


Shanghai, population under 

1.0W. 

And criss-crossing Texas 
could mean stops in Athens, 
Bogota. China. Egypt. 
Geneva. Liverpool. Paris. 
London. Naples, Moscow, 
Scotland and Palestine, or, 
depending on your mood, in 
Happy, Joy. and Jolly v ille. 

Legend has it that a news- 
paper obit wiry editor r>ncc 
ran “Happy Man Dies," 
Mike Cox. a Texas public 
ici.ilioiis oliit. i.tl who used 


to be a reporter, told AFP by 
telephone. 

And the San Angelo 
Standard Times — where an 
obituary headline bad to 
include the deceased's age 
anil town of residence — - 
reportedly once had “Man, 
98. Bangs, dies" said Mr. 
Cox. 

It’s a long drive from 
Purgatory. Colorado, to 
Paradise, California, and the 
road docs not go through the 
Texas towns of Cotpus 
Christi. Bishop, or Blessing, 

The entertainment world 
has contributed its share of 
oddly identified municipali- 
ties, including Ben Hur, 
Texas, named for the cele- 
brated movie, and New 
Mexico’s Truth or 
Consequences, from a long- 
defunct radio show. 

Native American names 
arc fairly easy to find — ■ 
Broken Arrow. Oklahoma. 


for instance — but so are 
names that town founders or 
legislators thought sounded 
like Indian names. 

Idaho, for example, is not 
an Indian word: Congress 
named the 43rd state after a 
coined term with the invent- 
ed meaning of “gem of the 

mountains/' 

Sometimes cities with the 
same peculiar name estab- 
lish tics: authorities in Cool. 
Texas and Cool. California 
occasionally exchange cor- 
respondence. according jo 
former Cool. Texas mayor 
Jim Hcineman. 

Meanwhile, in Boring, a 
woman in a church parking 
Jot pauses briefly to say 

hello to a Washington, 
DC-based reporter. Asked 
what local residents are 
called, she shrugs and savs; 
“Neighbours. I guess/* 


Buck. Palace 
opens doors 
to the public 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Buckingham Palace, the 
London home of Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth H, opens to 
the public Thursday for the 
sixth successive year. It will 
be open tin October 4 ro vis- 
itors at £9.50 a ticket. None 
of the royal family will be at 
home during this period hav- 
ing taken up summer quar- 
ters at Balmoral Castle in 
Scotland. This year for the 
first 8 me the palace will be 
publicising itself. Posters of a 
pointing of the throne room 
are being shown on the 
underground rail network. 


Drama's 

highest-paid star 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
“ER” stars Anthony Edwards 
and Noah Wyle have signed 
new contracts that will keep 
them on the highly rated 
NBC medical drama through 
the year 2002. Edwards will 
become TV's highest-paid 
star in a dramatic series, 
earning nearly S400.000 an 
episode for the next four sea- 
sons. Wyle’s extension is 
similar but will pay him a bit 
less. 


McCartney keeps 
‘torch burning’ 


LONDON (AP) — In his 
first interviews since his 
wife's death in April, former 
Beatle Paul McCartney 
promised to keep the “torch 
burning” by continuing her 
animal rights crusade. 
McCartney chose to speak to 
two animal rights publica- 
tions — the Animal Times, 
run by the U.S.-based People 
for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals, and the British- 
based Viva Life. “Animal 
rights is too good an idea far 
the next century to be sup- 
pressed,” he told Animal 
Times. “I think it’s time we 


get nice. 


Prince Ernst fined for 
hitting photographer 


HANOVER (AP) — Prince 
Ernst of Hanover was fiDed 
S50.800 for hitting a photog- 
rapher trying lo take pictures 
of him with Princess 
Caroline of Monaco. 
Charges of assault will be 
dropped if the prince agrees 
to pay die fine, to be divided 
evenly between two charily 
organisations and the state of 
Lower Saxony. Prosecutors 
said the prince beat photog- 
rapher Karsten Thucrnau for 
seven minutes with an 
umbrella at his estate near 
Hanover. The prince bad 
claimed he was trying to hit 
Thuemau's camera. 


Yeltsin still on 
good form 


MOSCOW fAFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin has l umed his atten- 
tion from state affairs to the 
calmer pastime of fishing 
while on holiday in his coun- 
try home. Mikhail Ptussak, 
governor of the Novgorod 
region where Yeltsin is stay- 
ing. applauded the presi- 
dent's skill as a fisherman 
after joining him for a spot of 
fishing at his Valdai resi- 
dence. “It was the president 
who hooked the most pen*, 
which just shows that he is 
on good form," said Prussak. 


400,000 expected 
at Celtic music 
festival 


LORIENT (.AFP) — Up to 
400,000 people are expected 
to flock tn Brittany. France, 
for the 2Sth Inter-Celtic 
Festival which takes place 
here from August 7 to I&* 
Musicians Alan Srivell, Dan 
At Braz and Didiff 
Lockwood top the bill al a 
festival which will unite over 
4,500 artists. “It is our 
biggest and moss event- 
packed festival to date.” 
director Jean-Pierrc Pichani 
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